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s|l|2= Text of stri-= =% 1ade in the House of Commons
N' 1 . . t P
by Mro William Whitelaw M.P. Sccretary of State
for Northern Ircland, concerning the annsuncenment
of a ceascfire by the Provisional IRL, Statencnts
by other members, including Mr. Morlyn Recs M.FP.
and Mee Harold Wi” >n M.P. are also> included.

The %porﬁtqry of State for Northern Irelend (Mr, Willi-m Whitel w):3
Mr., Speaker, I will, with permissisn, mcke a st~tement,

The House will be aware of the statement put osut carlier this after-
noon on behalf of the Republican Movement to the effect thot

"the IRA will suspcend offensive operations as and from nid-
night on Mondny, 26th June, 1972, provided that 2 public
reciprocal response is forthcoming from the armed Forces
of the British Crown."

As the purposc of Her Majesty's Forces in Northern Ircland is to
keep the peace, if offensive operations by the IRL in Northern
Ircl-nd cense on Mond~y nizght Her Majesty's Forces will obviously
reciprocate.

Mr. Merlyn Recs: Is the right hon. Gentleman aware that we welcone -
that is an underst-tement - the news of the cease-fire? I note

the right hon. Genileman's response concerning the role of the

Arny. Is he aware th-ot, whatever the problems that remain, 2n end
to violance in Northern Irecland is something that 11 of us in the
House have longed for ~nd worked for 7 » some years? Undoubtedly,
it is cne result of the Government's change of policy of March

of this year, particularly the change on internment. Is the right
hon. Gentleman aware that it confirms what my right hon. Friend

the Leader >f the Opposition told leaders of the Provisionals in
Dublin in March, that violcenece would achieve no pslitical objeetives
in Northern Ireland and that thire rust'l , »olitaeal golution in
the end?

Is the right hon. Gentlem~n further aware that, in our vicw, the
final decisions that must follow rust be taken by and through all
the people of Northern Ireland, and that free elections are vital

to> realistic political dislozue? Would he agree that the words of
the elected Prime Minister of Eire, published only a doy 2489, are
very relevant now, when he spezks of "peace and reconciliation”

and when he asserts that the Protestants of the North cannot be
governed without their consent?

Is the right hon. Gentleman aware that his announcenent marks a
turning point in the aff~irs of Northern Ireland and that he will
continue to have the benefit of the support of all of us on the
Opposition side of the House?

Mr, Whitelaw:s I nm grateful to the hon. Gentlemon. I have always
snil that the first objective is a ecessation of violencej upon that,
everything else must depend. Many grave difficulties lie ahead,

but the first essentizl is that the violence should end, and I trust
that it will as from midnight on Monday night.

I welcome what the hon. Gentleman has said about Mr. Lynch's state-
ment. It confirms the assurances given to the majority community
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in N?rphern Ireland by both sides of the House about their position
as citizens of the United Kingdom for as long as 1s their wish,
and I welcome what Mr., Lynch has said.

I also accept what the hon. Gentleman says about the need for

elections and the need for the futurc of Northern Ircland to be
worked out on the basis of elected representativess  Indeed, I

m grateful to him for all that he has said.

Mr, Strotton Mills: How does my right hon, Friend intend to test
the permanence of the IR1 truce moves? While I welcome the
announcement that h>s been made, may I warn that very great caution
should be exercised? Will my right hon. Friend give the reasons,
in his viecw, why the IRA have taken this particular turn? In
particular, will my right hone. Friend deal with the detnriled
response of the Army, to which he referred in his announcement, and
zive a guarantee that no action will be taken which would in any
way endanhger the sccurity of Northern Irsland.

Finally, on the political side, may I very strongly urge ny right
honhe Friend to fix 2 date so that we can press on with the re-
ferendum prscedure, ideally ~t the beginning of September?

Mr, Whitelaw: I certainly give my hon. Friend the assurance that
there is no cuestion of 'ny security forces not belng constantly
determined to protact the security of Northern Ireland. I think
I ~m entitled to say that if the violence stops that makes o very
profound difference to the whole security position in Northern
Ireland.

I also note what my hon. Friend h-os said about the referendum,
Mr. Faulkner m~de the same point to my colleagues and me. The
Gavernment will most certainly consider this point very carefully
indeed.

As to why the IRA has decided to take the action that it has, that
is a matter for the IRA and not for mes I can only say that 1
have consistently s~id for three months that I believed that 1f
sne could detach thz main Catholic community from the terrorists
this would be the end., I trust that it may well be. That has
always been my purpose.

Mr. Rose: Is the right hone. Gentleman aware that his statement will
¢ wormly welcomed on all sides of the House? Is he further aware
that it is an indication of his wisdom in carryling out his policy
over recant weeks?

In view of the very fruitful discussions which the right. hon.
Gentlernan had recently with Mr, Hume and Mr. Devlin of the Social
Democratic and Labtour Party, would he begin to prepare the ground=-
work for the roundtable conference to represcnt all shades of
opinion and points of view in Northern Ireland with a view to
peaceful progress, voth econonically and politically?

Mr, Whitelaw: Regarding the discussions on a conference, I had some
talk with Mre. Faulkner about that this week. I sh 11 talk to

other parties with elected representatives about this conferenee

to see how soon it can be mounted.

Mr, Thorpe: Is the right hon. Gentleman aware that this ;s a
positive and helpful development, which we welcome? As his good
intentions arc not in doubt - ond I &2 not ask him to glve a
positive reply ot this stage - is he aware that many Qf us hope

that in the light of this tnerc may be a far more prld ph351ng out,
or continued phasing out, >f internment, and a rapid review of the
Specinl Powers Act?
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With regnrd to the "no-go" -~reas, would thce rigzht hon. Gentleman
agree that it is probably for better to leave that problem to
the pressure of publiec opiniocn, even thosc reas which ~re now
clearly in favour of peace, r-ther than adopt any policy of
patrolling or policing, which % best might be misunderstood and
ot worst might be exploited s provocation?

Mr, Whitelows In answer to the right hon. Gentleman's first two
points, I note what he has s2id. He will have noted - this is a
very important factor in the statencnt =« that there were no con-
ditions of that sort attached to the statement that h-.s becn nade,
That is extremely important from the British Governnent's point

of view. As for the question of "no-go" arcas, once there is a
ceasefirg, let me proceed s I believe it to be bests I wish to
see the ceasefire first. I have ny own vicws ag to how I shall
proceed thercafter.

Rev, Tan Paisley: Will the Secretary of State define o little more

clearly, in order that the majority pesple >f Northern Ireland will

be under n> nmisnpprehension, the question of the reciprocation

of the IRA truce? Is he awarc that yesterdny the Eire Broadcasting

Conpany broade~st » very vicious stotement issued by the IR, saying

that the IRA had entered into personnl naegotiations with him and
that it h~d been given certoin conces«<ions? Does the Sceretagy

of State renlise that this does not help the majority of the
opul~tion in Northern Ircland at present, when things seem to

be in the melting poat?

Would he ~1lsd> assure the Housc about the people wh> ~reé wanted

by the security forces? Is hc aware that in my constitucney the
security forces h-ove evidence on a nunber of men wad have shot in
c¢old blood the serpgeant ~t Toome Bridge, nurdered the wonah in
B~llymoney ~nd, on Mohdey of this weck, attenpted to nmurder four
policemen in Ballymena? Will the right hon. Gentleman assure the
H-~u-e that, vhotever his st-tement merns, it docs not mean that
there will be ~ny let-up by the security forces in sccking out
those who have committed such dastardly and wicked crimes?

Will the right hon. Gentleman also tell us something ~bout the
conditions he has arrnnged about prisocners in the Crumlin Road
prison? There have bezn such conflicting statements ~bout this
matter that it would help to clarify the situstion if we knew fron
the Eecretary of State -t the Dispatch Box what the conditions are
concerning certaln prisoners in Crunlin Road prison.

Mr, Whitelaw: I have made the position of the security forces absolut-
ely clear, I ~m not responsible for nny statement in the Irish
news, I have not hod personal contact. I have made that perfeetly

clear.

Regarding the arrangements that I have made 2bout prisoners in the
Crunlin Road prison, I should make it clear that these arrangencnts
which I mode in o difficult prison situation, are in line with
what is already carried out in the specinl security wings at
Leicester and Parkhurst prisons. I think that those remarks

answer the hon. Gentleman's points.

Mp. Mell~maras Is the right hon. Gentlemwn aware that he deserves
the good wishes and sup-ort not only of the House for what he has
done over the pnast few months in this difficult 51tgat19n but of
the parents of many of our soldiers who have been Tighting in
Northern Ireland in thot pexce has :1so becn brought to thelr
families?

Now that we have the ceascfire, will the right hon. Gentleman give
us some indication of his pl:ons for the reform of the social -
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fabric tmongst all communities so th-t those terrible sores that
existed before this trouble started, which in n-ny ways were a
o cause of ity will be completely eradicated?

Mr, Whitelaw: The law-abiding citizens of Northern Ircland hove
had more than their £ill of violence. Many British soldicrs have
been tragicnlly killed. It is of the greatest inmportance that nb
sne inside or outside the House should 4o ~hythinz which might
prejudice the ending of violence on Mond-y night, We have not
yet got the end of violence, The Housce should understind that
therc nay be considerable difficulties in the enforement o»f the
cease-fire, I should not like to prediet exactly what will happen,
At this stage we have to be cautious in being surc how it will
worke It 1s n start to the ending of violence; at least, I
certainly pray that it is.

Mr. Kilfedder: Will ny right hon. Friend explain o misapprchension
from which I appenr to suffcer? I unlerstood that the Army was in
Northern Ireland also to assist the civil ~uthorities to search
sut ~nd capturc the thugs who have gunned down ~nd -mrdercd
innocent people. I should like an assurance that the Army will
seareh out these wanted nen ~nd bring thon to justice.

Reg~rding the treatment of certain prisoners in the Crumlin Road
gndl, Belf:st, does ny risht hon. Friond agree that he is ilntroduc-
ing a concept which is alien to our pencl proctice in that the
special privileges given to those 1n high sccurity risk prisons
which he mentioned in England are not the sane as the priviloeges
being, or absut to be, granted to IRL gunmen and others in Belfast

pris>ns?

Mr, Whitelaw: On the 1l-st point, I have checked and understand that
that is the situation. On my hone Fricnd's first point, I have
rlways understood thot the purposc of the British troops in Northern
Ireland was to koep the peace, ~nl in that process 1t was right

t> root ~ut the gumien ~nd pursue the torrorists. However, their
job was to keep the penece If there is an end of vislence and

the poace is kept, surcly that nust be what the people of Northern
Ircland want,

Mr. Orrme: Is the right hon. Gentlonan awarce that nony of us are
surprised that therc is not complete acceptrnece -f the statement
made this oftcrnosn? That stotement hos been made without any
pressure or concessions, Surcly oll hon. Members rucoghise that
this is a positive step forward. Is the right hzne Gentlenan
awars that some of us osnly hope that the Protestant cormunity
will have leadersat the negotiating t-blc who will truly represcnt
them an? that the actions, for inst-nee, of the SDLP and the
manner in which it has conducted itself recently will bring it to
the negotiating teble in an open panner? Will the right hon,
Gentlemnn tell us whot immediate plans he has, 1f the cgascfire
proves to be positive, for phasing sut intcernnent?

Mp. Whitelows On the hon. Gentlennn's first point, it is right ond
important to soy thot the najority commmunity in Northern Ireland
hns been oxtremely long-suffcring. It has scen its country destroyed
in front of its eyes and life made extrenely Aifficult over nany
ysars. It has borne this with erent restraint ~nd prtiecnce, ~nd I
am sure th-t the House 2nd cveryone elsc cormends it. I bellicve
th~t the people of Northern Ircland, like everybody clse, will

proy urgently that tais r.ally will nexn 2n end of @he violence. I
tnow that is what they want. I know, as ny hon. Fricnds hve peen
expressing this afternoon, that that is what everybody in Nortihern
Ircland desperately wants.
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I welconme the chance to snry a2gain to the hone Gentleman that

this st tement hns becn made without the sort of conditions

thot night hawve been 1ttached to ite I should alsd say that,

for the futurce, ceverything nust awnit tho sutcome of the ceasefire
and whether we get a genuine end to viclencc.

Mr, H:rold Wilsons Is the right hon. Gentlennn aware that the worm
welcome which h-s bezn given to his -~nnouncerment includes to not

a lettle extent 2 fesling cof personal pleasure for his sake,
recognising the acute difficulties which he has had to face and
the alwmost in-supportable pressurces whicn he has had ta put up
with from 2ll sidces in this matter? Is he aware that all of us
wish to cndorse his concluding words nd hope thoat this important
step forward - it is only n step - will lend to something more
lrsting ~nd ~ssurcd?

Will the right hon. Gentleman 21s> include in the tribute which

he h~s paid those¢ mainority parties in Northern Ircland which are
uncommitted, not anly the SDLP, which obviously played a part,

but the NILP and some of the other independent parties in Northern
Ireland, without whose help perhaps it wiould not have been possible
to make this st toment?

Fin-lly, does the right hon. Gentleman agree th:t this matter, like
the cct of lirect rulc, will, when people have realised its
significance, call for a fund-ment~l re-think about o lot of
~ttitudes into which people h~ve been frozen? Many pceople in
Northern Ircland have said that they could not begin to move in
this or that direction until they h-d some assurancc of pence?

If pence is now assurced, could not this begin to change some of

the attitudes that have stood in the way of a settlcmente.

Mr. Wahitelow: I am extremely grateful to the right hon. Gentleman
for his zenersus personnl refcrence. I must admit that the ten-
sions inside cne in my job arc very great indecd, so I appreciate
nis reference 2ll the moru. Indecd, so docs my wife, who has been
in Northern Ircland o great deal of the time. I am grateful for
fhat the risht hone Gentlemon hos snid.

As for the peoplc to whom tributes should be pald 1f the ceascfire
works, there are 2 grezt many pessle in 1l prrtics, including
church le~ders, who hwe m-le contributions, If 1t works - these
arc very early d~ys to be saying thls - onc thing which h-s crused
me the greatest grief is the part played by the British Forces,
who have borne grove difficulties, hove undertaken difficult tasks
and hxd, I rcgret to say, all too mony casurlties, which.I find

I mind very much indecd. On 11 those mnatters I ngree with the
richt hon. Gentleman.

We must woit ~nd sce what attitudes will cmerge 1ln the future.
These ~re cnrly isys and we have yet to get the end of the violence,
Once we get that, 2 great many chongos of ~ttitude and agtlaak
will come. However, the first thing is to sce the end of the
vioslence.
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