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24th July 1972 

Text of sta t ement made in the House of Commons 
by the Secre t Qry of st a t e for Nor thern Irel and 
Mr . William Whit elaw MP, during the cours e of 
a special ad journmen t deba t e on No rthern Irel and . 
A statement made by Mr . Merlvn Ree s MP is also 

included. 

ThQ....S ecret a r Y.. of Sta t e for Nort hern Ir E? l and Uir . William Whitelaw): 
This is a short deba t e arr anged a t short not i ce , I believe for 
the conv eni enc e of the Hous e , about the se rious events i n Northern 
Ireland over the l ast weekend . I shall s eck t o mee t the mood of 
a short debn t e by making a short spee ch in or der to allow 3. S many 
other hon e and ri ght hon e Membe rs who wi sh t o take part t o do so . 
I hope also in these circumstance s tha t it wil l be though t right 
if I do no t giv e way to t oo many i nte rruptions of one sort or 
another but cl low my hon e Fri end at the cnd of the deba te to r eply 
to any point s which may be r a is ed . 

As the Hous e will know, the City and peopl e of Belfa st suffered 
:J. E1Urd ~rous. se~uenc e of explosi ons l a st F~id(-~y . Most of the . 27 
exploslons ln elfast tha t day occurr ed wlthln a 3i hour pe rlod 
in the aft ernoon - at a time when , 3.D.1 a t pl a ce s whe r e ? high 
civilians ca sualti es must h ~ve boen expect rd and int ended. No 
adequa t e warnings we r e gi ven . Nine c i v ili ans and two soldie r s 
wer e killed c::.nd about 130 civilians injured , many gr av ely. I 
need har dl y po int out tha t 0.11 sec tions of the community were 
indiscrimina t el y aff ected by these outra ges . 

Of the nine dead two we r o Roman Ca tholics; of the 130 injured a t 
l eas t 40 were Roman Ca thol i cs ; of th e ca su'al ti e s 53 we r e men and 
boys and 77 we r e women an d girl s . 

The full horror of these events will have been s een by many hone 
Membe r s on t elevisi on, and fr om what I s aw ov er the we ekend of 
some of the damc'1,ge I do not beli eve tha t \" h~.tt was shown was an 
exagge r a tion of INha t happ ened . I w sur e the Hous e will wi sh 
to join with mo i n expr ess ing sympathy to the f amili es of all 
those involved i n this wanton o,tta ck on innoc ent men , Homen and 
childr en . I am gr a t eful for the i mmedia t e support given to Her 
Ma j es ty's Gove rnment a t the time by th e Lender of the Oppos ition 
on t elevis i on and s ince by the hon e Membo r for Leeds, South (Mr . 
Me rlyn Rees ). 

Aft er the ap pallingly bloodthir sty and cr i minal event s of I nst 
Friday thor e cannot be any r emaining shr ed of support fo r th e 
men who pe r pet r a ted them . Even thos e s ections of Roman Ca tholic 
opinion thr oughout the world which have traditionally identifi ed 
thems elves with , and, pe r haps , sometimes gi ven the benefit of 
the doub t t o ~ny gr oup of men who cla i m to sp eak for the Irish 
Republic 3.n movement crw surely no long er continue t o uphold the 
men who HGr e r espons i bl e f or Friday ' s hor r ibl e catal ogue of slaughte~ 

SUf ort er s of the Republic an movoment ; i n this count r y , in Northe r n 
Irul nnd, in the Unit ed Sta t e s and el sewhe r e , will no doubt notic e 
the r evul sion i n some secti ons in the Iri sh Republic & Hon. Memb ers 
will have s een, fo r example , an articl e in tho-Dublin Sunday 
I ndependent of yes t e r day i n which the aditor condemned Friday 's 
t errori st brut ~lity in t he st r onges t poss i ble t er ms . I think 
I should quote some of his wo r ds : 
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"We cannot chang e the pnst, however much we r egret its r ecord. 
But i~ we wish to r es tore the honour of our peopl e , now is 
the tlme to act. Wc must break the paralysis which l eaves 
the good name of the Irish peopl e in the hands of unscrupulous 
men. And we must find a way to make r estitution for our 
f a ilings." 

Since parli ament nt the end of March entrust ed the Government 
with comple t e r esponsibility for all administration in Northern 
Irel and we have made the most pati ent and r ea soned effort to secure 
the end of viol enc -J . No one co.n deny thnt. No one c :::tn d()flY, 
therefor e , th,:::t t Her M:1. j es ty I S Government have now [In absolut ely 
unchallengeable right to a sk the House, the country and, indeed, 
the whole world for their support in an absolute determination 
to destroy the capacity of the Provisiona l IRA for furth er ncts 
of inhumanity. It ha s degraded the hur:1an r ,'lce , and it ['lUs t now 
be clea r to all tha t its sole objec tive is to promote its ai ms 
by violence and by violunc e alone . Let no one be t aken in by the 
propnganda that this org o.nis ation puts out in its const ant campaign 
to discredit the security forc es. I have seen examples of it 
already, and I hop e tho.t the medi a will not be deluded by it. 

We ar e dealing not with Cl. struggle between two communities but 
with n forc e thnt is the enemy of them both. , I very mUQh agree 
with Ely right hono Fri end the Member for StreCtth:::trJ (Mr. Sandys) 
who said on 10th July that the breakdown of the truce meant not 
that our policy of r econcili ation was in any way mi st::lken but 
th ::l t our po. ti ence and tolerance would give us mo r al strength and 
popula r backing to ado pt a policy of grea t er firmness if and when 
we consider ed it appropriate. 

Sinc e the ce,'). sefire , a s I told the Hous e l 'l st Thursdcv? the Army 
took mea sures to ,protect civilian life and its own posltion in 
Lenadoon'~ \' !t bo. s also on other occa sions t J.ken nction to prevent 
intim'idn tion of Ca tholic f amili es in other nr eas . ' Immedia t ely 
th,'eSecretc.ry of St C1. t e for Def ence and I arrived in Belfast on 
Fridny evening we authoris ed int ensified milit ary oper &tions 
against the Provisi onal IRA. Since then the security fo rc e s 
have carri ed out a number of s earche s f or ar ms , explosives and 
terrorists not only in Belfast but throughout the whol e of Northe.rm 
Ir el and. Over the weekend they have succeeded in J.~ n ting mo re 
than half a ton of explosives, much bomb-making equipment, 2,000 
rounds of nmmunition, 19 weapons , :::tnd the IRA Land Rover which 
had been us ed in the Bnllymurphy a r ea . Tw enty-three ba rricades 
in the Falls, Ballymurphy and Anderst onst own a r eas of Belfast 
and in Armagh have been r emoved . 

In the 24-hour period ending on Sa turdBlf morning the s ecurity 
forces wer e involved in 103 shooting incidents but in the two 
succeeding 24-b.our ,periods the number drop ped to: 58 and then to 
22. ~ A ,l :Hge ,nuI1bel' of hits on gunmen have b88n clnimed, 26 
since Friday in nddition , to I10r e than 150. since the end of the 
c8o.ssffre • . Consider able numbers of people have be en nrres ted 
ofi suspicion. Of these 30 have been ch~rg ed with criminal offences, 
and the ~ re sthave been l' e l ea s e d~ except for eight who a r e in 
cust6dy and two whom I have de t ained • . 

Thes e oper"~ ti ons will, unf ortunnt ely, menn dang er anq, inconv~nierr(je 
and some ha rd ship to innoc ent people in certa in nr ens . But in the ~ , 
f .'1ce of the outr~ges c OEllTIitt ed l a st Friday I bel.i eve that the 
people will s ee such mea sur es to be neces sary and justified and 
tha t they will support the s ecurity forces in their difficult 
t nsk. They must know tha t unl ess viol ence in their ar ea cnn be 
ended ther e can be only misery ahead for theI1 and for the whole 
of Northern Ire land~ 
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At thi s s t age I p~y tribut e t o the ArDY, i nc luding the Ulst er 
Def ence Reg i ocnt and the Royal Ulste r CQnstabular y , Qn whom the 
burden of carrying thes c oeasur es t hr ough is very cQns ider able. 

I want now tQ tell the Hous e of the twin ob j ectives of Her Ma j es ty's 
Governocnt p01 i cy in Nor ther n IroLlDd . Our fir s t obj ective must 
be to des troy the c ~pac ity of the Pr Qvisi Qnal IRA to t errorise 
the community. Ther e can be no hop e of any future f Qr the people 
Qf Northern Ireland if this t error is allowed to domina t e the 
situation. In dest r oying the Pr ovisi onal IRA's capacity to terroris e 
the community, it must be our objective t o mainta in the und erst anding 
and good will of all communi ties in Nor thern Irel and , and I know 
that the minQrity c ommunity feel an equal sense of the shock and 
horror of l :lst Friday's attacks as ther e is throughout the (' ommunity . 

Our second ob j ective is to pursue ur gently our a i m of finding a new 
basis for the administra tion of Northern Irel and in which the minority 
will have a true part t o play 2nd in which we can wQ r k t owards 
measures tha t benefit Northern Ireland a s a whol e r a ther than f avour­
ing one communi ty or ctnother. It is no doubt the obj ecL.of the 
Provision::. l IRA to disrupt Qur se ,?rch f or this s oluti Qn. But I 
must t ell the House tha t the GQve rnment a r e nQt pr epa red t o see 
their eff Qrt s towo. rds s ear ching f Qr a PQlitical sQlut i on disrupted 
or int errupt ed by t errorism. I have alr eady begun the consulta tions 
which I ment i Qned e8rli er t o the House with Q vi ew to setting up a 
cQnfer ence Qf political parti es in Norther n Irel and ,t o see who. t 
CQmmon grQund cn.n be f ound in the working out of a pol itical SQlu­
tion. This week I have arr anged t Q see Mr . Faulkner and t o discus s 
the cQnfer ence with r epr esent a tives Qf the Alliance Party , the 
Republic an LabQur Party, the Liberal Party and the Northern Ireland 
Labour Party. I have als o invit ed r epr esentatives of the Soc i al 
Democratic and Lab0ur Farty t o discuss these ma tters with me , and 
such discussi ons will c0ntinue o The r es t Qr ati on 0f peace and con­
fidenc e is, clearly, essential f0r the finnl s etting up of new 
politic al inst ituti ons , but I am nQt pr epar ed to be halted in the 
s earch fQr these by a ct~ Qf t errori sm . 

It must be the duty Qf everY Qne in Northern Irel and whQ ca res f or 
the futur e Qf the communi.ty not to allow hims elf t o be provoked . 
In this cQnnection I wa s very gl ad t o hear t hat my hon e Fri end the 
Member f 0r Belfast, North (Mr. St r attJn Mill s ) had spoken out 
st r ongly i1g'? inst the VCtngu::l rd pr 0PQs al f 0r a r unt and r a t e s strike . 
I was also pl ea sed t o note thc.l. t he was very strQngly supp o;rt ed by 
the f ormer Minist er of Development in the Northern Ir el and Govern­
ment , Mr. Br adford, whQ sa id tha t it would be madness tQ Qbst ruct 
the Gov ernment Ctnd the s ecurity f orc es a t the pr esent time. Some 
Qther Uni onis t l eaders have spoken likewise . 

Las t Friday sur ely proved t o the HQuse , to all people - the North 
and South of Ireland, and indeed, to people throughout the world , 
that the trag ic events of tha t day we r e nQt the actions of a 
minority community seeking to r 8dress griQvanc es whi ch, rightly 
or wr ongly , they ha r bQur a s a r esult of the pas t . These must sure­
ly be obvious a s the methods emplQyed by a small group of killers 
l.17 ho will stop a t nothing in pur suit of their ai ms and 'wh 0 ca r e 
nothing f or innocewt ' human life . 

In these c ircumstance ~, I confidently a sk the Hous e for its support 
in the cont inuing milita ry measures which Her Maje sty 's Government 
will t ake against the Pr Qvisi onal IRA and, indeed , also for the 
political ob j ectives of Her Maje sty ' s Gov ernr1ent in Northern 
Ireland. 
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