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~4th M2rch~ 1972 . 

Text of sta tement made by the Bri tish Prime 
Minist er Mr - Ed<}a rd Heath N. F. in the Briti sh 
Hous e of Commoris r oga r ding Nor thern I r el a nd . 

Thi s I:I 0use . has deb a_tect the aff <:.. irs of ITorthe r n Ir81 and on many 
occaSl ons In recent mont hs . All of us in this House denlore the 
z ri evous suf f ering inflicted upon it s i nnocent people b~ the con­
tinuing campaign of l c:nJless t errorism and we ;,:,dmire t he steadfa st ­
ness wit h which they have a ttempted to sastain the l if e of the 
Province . 

Throughout this peri od Her Ma jesty ! s Gove rnment have Y!1 2, i nta i ne d 
close consult ~ ti on wi th the Nort hern Irel and Government. We have 
made r e pea ted attempts with al l concerned to promot e discus s ions 
to find an ag r eed so l ution to the pr ob lems of Northern Ireland . 

At a meet ing wh i ch my ri ght hon . Friends the Home Secret l ry, the 
Lord Pres i dent, the Def ence Sec r e t a r y and I h l d with the Prime 
Minist e r a nd the Deputy Prime Minist e r of ITorthern Irel and on 22nd 
Ma rch we made it pla in tha t in the Br itish Government ! s vi ew new 
and more r ad i cal me asur e s wer e necessa ry if the r e wa s t o be any 
pr ospect of br eaking out of this dead l ock . 

~e made three main pro pos a ls . Fir s t, in the hope of t ~k ing the 
Bor de r out of the day - to - da y politic a l sc ene , and as a r ea ssur ance 
that the re v1 ()uld be no cha_ nge in the Borde r '}i thout the consent of 
~ ma jority of the peop l e of IJort hern Ireland, we proposed pe ri od ic 
~leb i sc i tes on this is su e . 

Sec ond , we pr oposed that a sta r t sh oul d be made on pha s i ng out 
internment . 

Third, we wer e conc e r ned about the pr esent divi s ion of res ponsibility 
for l aw 9. nd or de r beb-leen Belfas t and vlestminster lv-he r eby control 
r emains liJ.rgely uith the Northe rn Irel and Government l111i1e op er a ­
tional r esponsibility r ests ma inly wi th the Briti sh Army 2nd, the r e ­
for e , uith the Unit ed Ki ngdol"l Gove r nment . T:1is r e s p:'.nsi bility is 
not me r el y dome stic ; i t is a matter of int e r na ti onal conce r n a s well . 

We we r e Rl so wel l aw a r e tha t the co~t r ol of l aw and ord e r was a 
divisive issue in Northe r n Ire l and , and we t hough t t ha t t he r e would 
be advantage in s ee~ing to t ake it out of dome st ic po li tics i n 
no r the r n Ire l and , a t 2ny r 0 t e f or a tine . We t he r ef or e told the 
Prime Mi ni ste r and Deput y Prime Mi nist er of No r t he r n Irel and that 
we had r ea ched the c onclusion tha t r e s ponsibility fo r l aw and orde r 
In Nort he r n Ire l and s hould ba trans f err ed to Westminste r . 

The first two of our p r opos a ls we r e in pr inCipl e accept abl e to the 
~o r the rn Ir 31and Government . But Mr . Fa ulkner told us th~ t hi s 
Government could not acc ep t pr opos als for the trs nsfe r of 
r esponsib i lity for l aw and orde r from St or mont t o We stn i ns te r . At 
a further me e tin~ yesterday evening ha conf irmed, afte r hnving 
consult ed .is Cabi ne t, tha t this wa s its unanimous vi ew , and tha t 
if any such pr opos a l we r e impl ement ed , i t would ent a il the 
r esi gn c:t tion of the IJor t h3 r n Irel and Government. 

The Uni L ;d Ki ngdom Gov 2r nm :::nt r emain of the v i ew tha t t he tL'.ns f er 
of t his r esponsibil i ty to Westminst e r is ~n indispensabl e conditi on 
fo r pr ogress in fi nding a politic21 s olution i n No r t he r n Ir81and . 
The Northern IrelRnd Gov er nment ! s decision th e r efor e l e~ve s them 
with no alt e rn~ tive t o assuming full and direct r e s ponsibility for 
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the a drninis t r 2ti on of No r the r n Ire1 2nd unt il a poli t i cal sol u tion 
t o the pr obl ems of the Pr ov i nce can be wo r ked out i n consulta t i on 
'7ith tlli t hos e c once r ned . 

P ~rli ament will, t he r ef or e , be i nvi t ed t o pa ss bef or e Ea s t e r a 
Measure transf err i ns a ll l eg i s l ~ t i v e 2nd executive pow er s now vested 
in the Northe rn I r e l and Parli ament cnd Gover nmen t t o the Unit ed . 
Kingdom P ~rli arn ent and 2 Uni t ed Ki ngdom Mini ster. This provi s ion 
will expire aft er one year unl e s s thi s P8rl i amen t r e so l ve s other­
wise . The P 2r l i arnen t of Nort her n Ir d l ~nd '}oul d s t ~nd pr or ogued but 
would no t ba di sso l ved . 

The pr e s ent Prime Mi ni s t er of No rt ~e rn Ir e12nd h2s a gr e ed t o continue 
i n offi ce unti l thi s l egis l a t i on i s pa ss ed . 

The inc r eased bur den which this tr~ns f e r of r e s pons i bilitie s will 
ent ~ il ma~ns t h2 t it will no l cn30r be poss i bl e f or my ri ght hon e 
Fri end t he Home S 2 c r _ t ~ ry to d i s c h~rg2 t llos e dut i e s i n 3ddi t i on 
to hi s m~ny othe r r ~ sp on s i b ili t i G s . ~ new Of f i ce of S 8 cr ~ t 2ry 
of St 1t e fo r northe r n Ir 2Lmd i s , t he r Gf or o , be i ng croJ. t ed . My 
ri ght hon e Fri end th e Lor d President i s t o ba a onoi n t ed t o this 
orfic ; , t oge t he r 1Jl it h the nece s s ,}.r y j 1..mi or Mi ni st c; r s . Ha 1,\lill ba 
emp owe r ed by t he new l eg isl:J. t i on to ? .. ppoi nt Cl comn i ss i on of pe r sons 
r e s ident i n No r ther n Ire l 2nd to adv i sa and a ss i s t hi m i n the ~ 
discha r ge of hi s duti e s . I t will be our ob j oct i ve to i nvit e t o 
s erve on this cOr::1mis s i on a body of p 2r sons f ully r (; pr e s dnt c:. tivG of 
opini on i n Northe r n Irel and . 

He r JVI2.. josty ' s GoveL1::l2n t? h ~:v inG o. s s ur1 ed dil~ect r e s ponsi bil ity f or 
l aVl nnd or de r i n IJ or the r n Ir e; l o.nd , 1,., ill be no l os s c onC2 r nGd t h:'..n tho 
Govornmant at St or mont 112s been t o OVGrc ome t e r r ori sm ~nd bring 
vi ol enc e t o nn end . Wo shQll do ~ll wo c nn to pr ot oct life nnd 
pr oporty in 2 p2rt of th l: Uni t oo. Ki ngd oJ::l1 11hi ch is no l e; s s OLlr 
r e sponsibili ty t han 2ny ~ r e~ of Gr 0~ t Bri t 2i n . 

As l ong a s ~ctiv~ t err or i sm pe r s i s t s 1nd bOMb ings and shoot i ngs 
contin LLG , and Ll .. ntil r e s ~)(~ ct fo r 19-';,7 ::nd ':~. nor n C' .. l s itu:'. ti on of order 
h ~ve be en r ds t or ed t ll r oughout tho Pr ovince ? v a must rot ~ in t he 
p01.;J·e r t o 'l rr est ::.nd int ern thos e 1.'/1 0 thd r G i s gc:od r 00. S·)11 t o beli eve 
a r e 8.ct iv Gly .. i nvo lved in t o rr or i s:m.~~nd vi oi-.;.i.1c o . 

But 1 r ;ducti on of t e ~1s i on i s t ha e sscnti .1 l f ir s t s t op i n t he 
pr oce s s of r econc ili a ti on . We bdli evG t ha t t ha t r equ ir0s t h2 t 
wc s hou l d m ~ke Cl s t ~rt i n the pr oc e ss of bringi ng i nt dr nrnont to and 
end . 

Wo i n t ~nd within the; nex t f ew weoks t o s 3t fr e e , subj ect t o s ~f e ­
gua rds whe r e app r op r i 2t G, those i nt or ne a s whos e r el ea se i s no l onge r 
t hough t like l y to invol v2 an una cc ept 3bl G ri sk t o s ~ cur ity . The; 
S G C r 8 t ~ ry of Sta t e f or ITorth ~ rn Ir s l ~nd will Ds t 2bli sh a pr oc edur e t o 
r ev i ew each c as e pe r sonal l y . 

If the m J~ sur as wh ic h wo hnv ~ t 1ken l G~d to a r educti on i n ta rrori s t 
act i v i ty , it will be pos s i bl o to c ons ider f ur t hc; r r e l o2s Gs; but . 
this must dG~end on ~ clc3rly 8 s t ~bl i shed i a pr ovoment i n the s ecurity 
s i t U3 .. ti on . 

Thus in t he EE1.t t a r of i n t -.: r nt:1c: n t , ns i n t ho niJx t E12 t t e r t o which I . 
s h~ll r ef er, we ~ r o gi ving eff ec t t o a pr opo s 21 whi ch we pu t to the 
No rt her n Irol and Govor nmJnt ~nd whi ch i n princ i pl e t hey accopted . 

This Gova rnrn Jnt, ~nd the i r pr edec esso rs, h ~v o gi ven sol eon and 
r o p 2 ~t G d ~s sur2nces th ~ t the 90sit i ~n of IJo r the r n Ir ~ 1 2nd a s part 
of the Uni ted Kin~dom will not bo ch~ng Gd without t hG cons en t ~f 
the peop l e of IJ~ r th d rn Ir ~l ~~d . We h ~v c docidG d tha t it would be 
appropri 2 t o t o ~rrqnc~ f or the vi 2ws of the poop12 of IJo r the r n 
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IroL'.nd to bo lT1d e ~mown on this (1UCS1~lCHl ~rc)!'l 'c i rnc t.) tL1C . Ho 
tho r ~ fora pr opos J in duo c our Sd t 6 invit o P '. rli ~r:t2nt t o prov ide for 
a SYStOD of r ~gul~r pl abi scit os i n N~r th2 rn Ir21~nd ~b a ut th2 
Border, thu f ir st t o bo hJ l d ~ s soon ~ s pr ~ct i c2bl G i n tho n 02r 
fu tur e ~nd otho r s ~ t int G rv ~ls 0: ~ subst ~nti ~1 pe ri od of yo ~rs 
the r eaft er . 

Thoso pl ebi scit e s llill b~ i n ~d~ i t i on to, n~ not in subs ti tut i on 
for, thQ pr ovis i ons in th ...? Iro12nd f-:..cc , 1949, '1;lich r aC1 LJ. ir o tho 
cons an t of thJ Nort hJ r n Ir ~ l '.nd P ~ rl i '.m8 nt t o ~ny ch~n3 8 i n the . 
Borde r . This po sition is not pr e judic ed by th ] t J0p ~ r ~ ry p r o r og~t i on 
of th ~ t P ~ rli Q~ant . 

Wo ~10P:; th ~. t t :l is ':1. rr :.ngc i.::1,-,nt, 1,'111il a LJ ~vinL o]) -:; n th e poss i bili ty of 
Q ch~~~ ~ i n th e: st 1tus of tho Pr ov ince i f the 8 ' jori t y so wi sh , will 
both confir~ th~ t n o s uc h ch ' ng e wil l ba m~d c without th J ir cons ~n t 
,nd pr ov i do , i n th 2 int e r v3 1s be t wuon pl abi sc it os, Q 3r Jat c r ue ~ sur 8 
of st2hili t y in thG p olitic ~l l i f o of No r the rn Ir ol ~nd . 

Th 'JSO '1r a ~)lH iEP1 , ,.; d i ~.t G p r op o s ~ l s . But thoy do not in th ':;r1 so1vGS 
constitutJ 3 l~ s ting s olution for thG pr obl oms of IJo rt harn Ir ol nnd . 
We r 2m~in dJ t J ~0ina d to find mJ~ns of ensuring for the mi nority 
::.S 11..:.: 11 '"'. s th...:; r~::,.jo rity c Ofm,1llnity ~.n ".ctivc pJ rtr,nont CLnc!. gu. :u '"'.n t oo d 
r ol e i n th..:.: lif ~ ~nd public ~ff~ ir s of the Provinc e . 

Our il.'1'J1 ...:; d i c~tJ proln s :21s ',r 2 put f·oru';.rd in '.D 0nd,j ·'. v ,:mr so t o ch_'.ngc 
th ..:.: clirn~ t ~ of p o litic ~ l opinion in Northe r n I r ~l ~nd t ~ l ~ t discussions 
C 2 11 bo r J su~cd i n ~n eff ~ r t t o r OQch ~ g r o~DGnt an 2 n~w D~y f orw ~ rd 
to this and . It is our int ~nt i an , a s soon ~ s circurnst lnccs po r mit, 
to promot J th ~ nU c J ss ~ ry consul t ~tions ~b o ut tho futur o structurc 
of Gov J rn:~l J nt i n TT or tlL:rn I r oLi.nd . 

Jvi c ' .m'lhil J , H.::: r H' j(;sty ' s Govornm.Jnt wi ll c ·J nt inu3 to giv e hi gh 
priori ty co the r ~ h~bili t 2 ti on of th~ oc onoDic Iif,-, of tho Province . 

I l1o LJ.ld li1co to p'.y tribLlt 3 to th3 cto t or cin :'.t i on 1:Iith 1.I!hi ch thu 
Prioo Mini ste r of Nor t ho r n Ir ..:.: l ~nd ':1. nd his Gov urnoJnt h~vG s ough t 
to ov e rc on o thu diffi cult i e s whi ch h ~v e be s ot the Pr ovinc e ; ~nd thcl 
House will wish t o ncknowl edga th e spi rit in whi ch h0 h ~ s 2gr cod t o 
r ar'1:::. in i n of : lc(,.; un t.i 1 :) ur l ogi s 1:1 ci o.n h ::', s bc,,; n Gn '.. c t .J d . ;)0 gr 00.t l y 
r ~ g r e t th~t wo w ~ r ..:.: un "'. bl c in the 0~d to r ~ ~ch ~g r u ema nt with him . 
In th~ l ~s t r e s or t , howevar, r ~ ~ p~nsi bili ty r est s wi t h tho Unit ed 
Kingdom Gov ernm.ant ~nd P ~ rli ~~~nt; 1nd He r M~ j J s ty ' s Governrnunt would 
be Qbdic ~ ting th ~ t r ~ s ponsi b ili ty i f ln t his cr i tic ~l si t u~ tion 
wc did not t ' ko th J ncti on whi ch Wu b~ l i cv 0d to bo ri Ght . 
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