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29th May 1972 

Text of st a t ement is sued by the Executive of the 
Nor t he rn Republid Clubs announcing tha t the Off i cia l 
I. R. A. wa s s uspending all ~rmed milit ~ry actions 
(ns r ep ort ed in the Uni t ed I ri shman of June 1972 ). 

The Execut i ve of the Northern Republi can Cl ubs ha s me t wi th t he 
, l eade r s of the I . R. A. over t he weekend . The Exe cutive pr opos ed 
to the I. R.1 . tha t i n vi ew of the gr owing dange r of s ect a r i an con­
f lic t , t he I R. A. s hould i mmedLCl. t ely suspend .211 ,',rmed mi l i ta r y a cti ons . 
The I. R. A. h2s agreed t o t hi s p r opo s 2 l ~ r e se rving only the ri ght 
of s elf - def ence ~nd the def ence of ~r ea s i f ~ ttacked by t he Br it i sh 
Mil i t ~ry or by s 2 ct ari ~n fo rc es . 

The over whel mi ng des i r e 1 th2 gr e a t m~jority of all the people 
of the N,)r th i s f or 3.n end t o r'lil i t ~.ry Qctions by al l sides . Whi l e 
r ecogni sing the just ifica ti on of the I .R . A.' s pa s t policy of def ence 
2nd r et 21 i a t i on , ,,'le f eel a t thi s s t ,::.ge t h 'l t any mi ltta r y ;J. cti ons 
da n on~y hel p t o inf l ame the situ2ti on even further. The Republican 
Clubs ther efor e f ee l t ~,. :. t t h i s susp ens i on of hostiliti es by the Official 
IRi). .i sth'l,n inv 'J,.:},.u.-;.bl e oppor t\1ni ty f or u s t o . 'woid s ect ::. ,r i ::ln ci vil war 
Whl Ch e Provls l onal c ~~p~ l gn I s th r ea t enlng t o provoke . 
The Executive of Republ i can Cl ubs s i nc er e l y hope s tha t t his pr op os al 
2gr eed t o by the I . R. A. will be me t by genuine r e spons es f r om al l 
th3 f orces involved in the si t Ui:.,~ t ion 6 We firmly beli eve th,l t the 
only t al ks t ha t c an be of r el eva nce l t t h i s ~ or 2ny s t age , nr e thos e 
be t we en gr oups of I ri shsGn ~nd t o this end De a sk r epr es ent a tive s 
of the Fr ot es t qnt c or:munity to consider t hes e pr opo s als s er i ous l y . 

We f ee l tha t peac e in t he pr es ont s i tuQti on c J.n only be f ound i f 
full d eDocr ~ t i c ri ghts ~nd equ 'lli ty ~r e ins t itut ed in t he North , 
:wd wi l l continue QUI' poli t i c ·). l s t r u ggl e and the c i vil dis obedi enc e 
c ~mp ~ i gn unt i l our i~ledi ~t e demands nr e 82 t . The se include :-

(1 ) The r el ec'c s e of :;..11 i nt er nees; 

(2 ) A gener a l amnesty fo r all poli t i ca l pri soners in Br it i sh or 
Ir i sh j :}. ils , f or ;'18 n on t he r un :'.Dd f or 0.11 those ng:J.inst 
whom cha r ge s nr e pending il. S "- r e s ult of th eir involvement 
in the civil dis ob edi ence c 3mp a i gn O~ bec 1us e of r es i stance 
to Br i t ish t r oops; and 2 writ e of f of all debts incurred a s 
n r esult of th e c ivil d i s ob edi enc e c2mp a i gn ; 

(3 ) The w it hdr~w ~ l of troops t o ba r r a ck s pending the ir ultima te 
wi thdrawal fr c)m t he c c) untry, .·md il,n i mnedi a t e end t o mi l i t a r y 
r epr ess i on; 

(4 ) The abol ition of the S peci ~l Powers Ac t in i ts ent irety ; 

(5) Freedom of poli t i cnl exp r e s s i on mus t be i mmedia t el y establi shed ; 
the Republic 1.n Clubs in pa r ticular deman9. their f ull democ r J. t i c 
r i ght s of ID li t i c :o,l exist ence . The open conv ent i on v'.r e held 
in B elf ~s t dur i ng Apr il showed our det erminntion to establ i sh 
thi s ri ght, ~nd we will c on tinue to pursue it . 

As the d2nger s of s e ct ~ r i ~n i sm t hr ea t en so gr 2v ely a t th i s moment 
we c 111 on 211 s i nc er e pe op l o t o suppor t thes e pr opo s als , which we 
c ons i do r ess enti al i f we ar e no t t o be plunged into s e ctari~n war. 
Thoy ~r e vit J. l if we Qr e to build t he m~s s mov ement th2t wi ll bring 
J. t out Cl t r ue r 2vo l uti on 1ry s ituJ. t i on ~nd c r ~a t e a s o ci ~li s t r epublic . 
The I. R. ,\ . l'ns '. gr eed t o chum .'lnd h :'.. s ,1cc ep t ed our sugges tion . Now 
l e t : .. 11 ,) t her f ·:)rc os r es pc)nd in the S ~1.!J e vF1Y ~ ,"'. nd \;Ve ELy yot s av e 
the poss i bil i ty of evant u~l ly buildinG 2 new f r ee J.nd pr osper ous 
Ire i '1nd in .l. de:J,lc r 'l. ti c s oc iD.li st r epublic . 
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