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DFA/50 Department of Foreign AffairsC
13th June 1972

Extract from statement issued by lu dufS of the
Provisional IRA inviting Mr. .
British Sccrctary =-f State foar H: rthur¢ Irulﬂnl to
talks in Dorry (as reported in the Irish Tines
1%th Junc 1972)

I e

If this invitotion is nccepted by Mr, Whitelaw within 2 purlad

of 48 hours the Irish Republicon Army will suspend ~11 offenslve
military oper~tions for seven days, provided the British armed
forces respond bys (a) ending -~rrests; (b) ending all raids and
searches of homesy (¢) ending harrassment of the civilinn population,

We guarantee a conduct of safe passage to Mr. Whitelaw during his
visit to Fres Derry. If Free Derry is not an nacceptoble venue,
then the Republican leaders will mcet Mr. Whitelaw ot a place of
his choosing provided a conduct of safe passage is publlcly
assuredy

We believe thnt o stage has been reached where the major parties 0
the present conflict must shgage in discussions designed to sccure
a lasting solution. Hence our invit~tion to Mr. Wnitclaw. We

expect a reply within 48 hours and trust it will be positive.

If the reply is negotive, then the Irish Republlican Army will
have no option but to e-ntinue tho campaign of resistance.
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DFA/50 Department of Foreign AffairsC

13th Junc 1972

Text of statement mode by Mps Williom Wioitselow M.P.

British Sucrutiry o>f State for Northern Ircl-né

rejecting the offcer of tolks made by leaders of the

Provisional IRA (as reported in the Irish Times
14th June 1972)

e e L W 4 -

The Secretary of ftate connot respond to ultim~tums from
terrorists wh> are causing suffering tc innocent citizens
in Northern Ircland ~nd shooting British troops.  They
should listen to the people and cease the vislence at
once., Pence and normal life will then be restored to

the long suffering people of Northern Ircland.
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DFA/50 Department of Foreign AffairsC

14th June 1972

Text of statement issued by the Social Democratic
and Labour Party announcing thelr willingness to
reet Mr, William Whitelaw MP Secretary of State
for Northern Ireland (as reported in the Irish
Times on 15th June 1972)

"We have noted all the events of the past 24 hours with interest
and we welcome the further evidence of a great desire for peace
on all sides. We accept the statement of the Provisional I.R.A.
without commenting on its conditions as a sincere attempt to pro-
duce the atmosphere for a peaceful settlement to this conmunity's
problems and as evidence of their willingness to engage in peace-
ful political activity. We note the decision of the U.D.A. tO
suspend their activities as a contribution to the lessening of
tension.

We as o party have sought consistently for the peaceful resolution
of our problems and we believe that at this critical stage no
opportunity should be lost. Accordingly, the parliamentary party
5f the S.D.L.P., without prejudice to its other commitments, has
asked the two M.P.s whose constituents have suffered most, Mr,
Devlin and Mr. Hume, to meet Mr. Whitelaw to discuss yesterday's
statement by the Provisional I.R.Ae

We make this offer in a spirit of genuine reconciliotion for this
community and as a test of the sincerity of both Mr. Whitelaw

and the Provisional I.R.A. in their expressions of a desire for

a' peaceful settlement, We ask the Provisional I.R.A. to call a
ceasefire for 48 hours. We ask Mr. Whitelaw to meet us to discuss
the Provisional I.R.A. statement of 13th June. We hope for a
positive response from both."
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