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In a short statement , i'/lr . Heath said: " I l. ast come over here on 
December 23rd, whe n I visited the forces, just before Chris tmas, 
and this s eGmed to me to be an appropriate moment to come again . 
I ' ve always told Parl.iament th at I am very mindful of thE burde n 
which is placed on the s ccuri ty forces if I come here to North (J r !'\ 
IrclJnd , and therefore I obvious ly choose the mome nt wit h care . 

But, as we have pub lished the discuss i on paper, this was an 
appropriate time to come over, because it enabled me to talk to 
people over here about it and to get the ir re actions t o it, and 
I can take th ese into accou nt when we are considerinq it in the 
Governme nt before we publ ish our own White Paper wit~ the substa ntive 
proposals f or the future int ernal organisation in North ern Irel and. 

It ' s true tha t it has been a very full prog r ar;)rne . I had 11 
substantive engagements yeste rday and 10 today . This has given 
me the opportunity of mee t i ng a very ~ ide r epresentation of peop l e 
in Northe rn Ireland! not on ly those engaged in po litics , bu t those 
out s i de pnlitics, and from this point of view it ' s beon very va luable . H 

Asked if, when peop l e vot ed in the ref erendum nex t year to stay in 
the Unitod Ki ngdom, as seme of them weuld, they wou l d be voting just 
for that , without any furth er precision, or vot ing t o stay in the 
UK on the British Government ' s t erms , jJjr . Hea t h sa id: " The ques tions 
which ar e in the Bil l which is now befor e Parliament are perf ectly 
. 1 (~2r . Thl:;y vote either to stay as part of the Unit ed Kingdom or 
they wish t o become part of Cl united Ireland . 

No w, as far as the internal organisation of North ern Ireland is 
concerned, that i s a matter in which we are going th r ough the 
separate process of the di scuss i on paper and t hen the White Pape r 
with substantive proposals . The qefe rendum its el f is obviously 
not a vote on a part icular set of proposals f or th e interna l 
organisation of No rt hern Irel and" . 

Could hE:- ever foresee th ,: cla y when British troops .vere withdrawn 
from the stree ts of Belfast and No rthern Ireland? 

" :;e 11 , that is what wo are working towards , and I have faith and 
hope that t his will co~e about , but one cannnt foresee the t i me . 
One knows that , from previ ous instances in Ir i sh histor y, it is 
ve ry oft en a long haul, but th e cnd comas comparat ively quick ly. 
This , I think, has been characteris~ic in most ins ta nc es , a nd thi ~ 
is what we must "'lork towards " . 

hfter his two - day visit did he detect optimism or despai r in No rth~ rn 

Ireland? 

" Fn r myself , I have alwajls sa id that I don 't set c:ut to be an 
optimi st or a pess imist . I set out to be a realist . Cert a inly 
jn my two days her u, if I compare thEm with my discuss i ons of la st 
Christmas, I ce rt a inl y don ' t find dGspair . In f ,l ct, I think I 
find an i mp roved situa t ion, and this was part icul arly tru(? of 
Londonderry this morning and the peo ple I talked to there . I 
think the s i tuat i on there has definit ely improved - I f 21t that the 
at mcs r:,here ,vas better . 

And I found, I th i nk, throughout these two days, in t a lking t o a 
wi de variety of peop l e about the proposals put forward in the 
discussion pape r, that there was a very s olid WEl come for them a nd 
that peop l e fe lt now that , wi th the Re ferendum coming forward, wi t h 
t he dis cussi on on t he ~hit e Paper on Co nstitutiona l propo sa ls and 
with the impl ernent <Jt ion of the r eform nf local government , here wa s 
substantive progress on the Constitutional , the int ernal fie l d, which 
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would provide a basis for toe future, and they all welcooed 
and I think the pressure on ne in tne se two days is tha t we 
implement this a.s sps ;cUly as is pr:1cticable . !1 

·i 1-
.~ v , 

should 

C8uld he see a c ~ i Gn ~o br the soldiers home becooing a 
major is sue in the next General action? 

III never set .Jl.1 t to loo]{ into the c ryst :'!l bnll . I pr afer to d(::;21 
with the prob l ens. of the p r esen~ , and the next General Election is 
a ~on~ way ~way , cu~ ev~n so I don ! t see t t particular probl em 
beIn t; one 0.::' tL1e JT1Zl,]Or 1ssues ll , 

I-hYVl could he atte;c1jlt to g'luge accui-dtely tbe opinLms of the I'.Jo rt hc_c," 
Ireland peopls on the White Pape r if he did not include a ~uestion 
on i t in the Refe r endum? 

I think these are t\ . .1 :) enti rely :Efferent thLn '~ s . The Refe r endum 
is on 9. very clear issl.w of st,}yi inside th~ United Kingdom or 

. . t ., . t ' t . ,' I In' J l ' . gOIng DU SlaS 1 InvO a unl~ea rs . 1 one 1S uea Ing In any 
n f' l ' , ' , , I TT' t J ,,-'" • t h f f .. 1 ~ lorm 0 po l~lCS 1n tne u~l ea ~ln:aom Wl - a re_arm o' a partlcu~r 
kind, you do it through q process of discussion and consultati on . 

liThe SQJl1e thing applies - ·v.Jt:) hiJ. ve been c :urying on discussions, as 
I have been doing in the last two days and the Socretar y of State 
has done the whole time on the di soussion paper, and as a resul t, 
of these we have to b~lance up the v~rious factors, involved and 
we have to come tc a judgment ourselves . When we lve done that we 
put it to P2rliament, and itls for Parliament to decide, it l s fo r 
tbe'iJestrn.in:3tsr P , rlL'Jnent to ~:\ecide l l . 

Not the people of Northern Ir eland? 

li No . It I S for the ;Je~3tminster P · r.li'::L~1Gn t t:) (iecide, beca;Llse this 
lies within our power~. 

Did he find, in his talks with p l'~l'C'l' ~ hC !h 'lq~~~11E] r '1 Ir~l~nd 0DV . _ ~) , ,.LL 1 "-) -L.L J. \j -...).L V t .-I I 'd _ c'" , C-I. 1. .1 

wi llingnc; ;:; s to co - oper:: te ::i.nd. n';{e c,~)nces sio11s ong the terms he 
had spoken about in his speech? 

II I cert e .. Lnly find. it ()ver <; uits a ,,;.lide a. reEl . Of cour so it would 
be untrue to s ay that 1 found it over the whole a r ea, and I found 
an absolute willinGness to talk openly and fr ankly and put thei r 
views about the various proposals we ' ve made . 

lilt 1 s t r u_e tC) E:~ny thn. t t.l1e gene r a.l reac t icH1ltll1i ch I I ve received is 
that the proposals were well thought out, the analysis was thorou gh. 
I mys elf have been surprised at the complete lack of criticism of 
the historic a l introduction . I think it ' s quite remarkable that 
there has not been criti c ism of tha t . The people have said that 
this was as fair and realistic app r a isal of the tlistory leading 
up to tbis as y ou could make . So 1 think from tbis point of view 
the r espDDse is sJ.tisfactDry. 11 

Did he think he might have go t a false impression because of his 
1 ,. tt, .~, t .. . -';~ 1~ r· ~ .. , f .L.- i\ . J t 11·' U D\ t '1 Cl V " n c 8C l Slon~ no ' ,,0 111c8 /1n;y u1cl.l,Jc .l S d G ;";I,. ~ h c ~ . U • I • ." •• I..~ , ~ "-' C .. .L Ill!" 

gua r d Move0snt, Mr . Wil~iam Craig or any of his supporters? 

II I don ' t think so~ No . , T'beylve expressed thei r views , a.nd I can 
. read theE1 11. 

What did he think of Mr . Cr aig's present position in No r the r n lre­
L:wd poli tics? 

~That ' s a matter for h 

As the Chicd ExecutiVE? ::,f the St,::t t e of v/hieh Hr . Cr .:::ig \>Jas Cl. member, 
had he ever co nsidered whether Mr . Cr aig shnuld be pursued under 
the 8necial Powers Act for anything he said or done? 
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!!vJell , if we hD.d decided to t ake n.c tion , obviousl y YOLl T"lould kn Olv 
what th qt action is . So we hnven 1t dec i ded to t ake act ion on 
th':1tll . 

Questioned f urthe r on 'he ther the peopl e of No rt hern Ireland would 
he given a ch2nce to vote on any proposals which might come f or­
wa~d, Mr . He a th r epeated th at t llis sas a natter f or the Jestminster 
Pi:'_ rli:lment t o h :1pl, e;11ent . Under the Br it.Lsh syst em, it 1/Ta.s event ­
ually for the Cabinet to n ~ke u ~ i ts n ind as to wh2t Droposnls 
W'2re to be :, 'ut to P:,rli -:"1en t, a~1c1 fo r P ,- ) rli ':' ~Jent to decide ",lhether 
t he s e were r i Ght for ~ny part of the United Kingdoo . 

lIT he re i s no obli g,:1tion anY"\·'Jhe r e in st :-l tllte to have D. r ef e renduLl 
about i nte r nal arrangements fo r No r thern Ir el ~Dd . I tb r espons ibl e 
fo r int r oducinG the Referendum as to whe the r peopl e want t o st ay in 
the Unit ed Ki ngdon or to le ~ve it . It neve r 2xi s t ed bef or e , and I 
made it in the s t atement wnen I an ~ ouncGd di r ect rule . But the 
obli gat i on goes no fu r ther tha n thnt , and it does not happen in 
the r est of the United K ingdo~ , and , if Nortne r n I r el2nd i s to be 
p ~rt of the Unit ed Kingdo~ , then it ha s exactly the same arrange -
" "' '')'-''''J -'-' '" ·" t ~f t'p UTn·t " d Ifl- (0 , -1- _ ,T', l ,''' ' ' '-' ,; ·., t·· l ':.rl 11 .. n~~_L,.-" "_s ,.ntJ r e.) v n~ 1. 1 G_ .\. flbu.Orn. ~J : ,_,-,;;::, ur oC ~ ._ .... l"1, , 

If the r esult of the Refere ndu2 W3S El. foregone conclUSion, why W2S 
he go ing to h3ve it ? 

Il li' ir s t of 211, it IYny ..in your judgl':lGnt be a for ec;::mc c ::,nclus..i on -
it m2Y in 8verytl ody 1s judgment be a for egone conc lusion - but th ose 
who want Northern Ire l and to st~y in the Unit ed Kingdo~ want t o have 
the r eassl~.r::1.llce Df voting f or th1s ::l~j.tt e r . 

li The second po int is th?tt this is n ,Jt n. SL:-l,~;le Ref eren::1un . Hhen I 
announced it -::. t the time ofU r ec.t rul e , I s 'l id lI a t pe riodic int er -
V "\l~ 1-+- ")111 (' I~ Cl noC'c'l- I' I -- ·t"" fl"\Te '~ ' l-' '''L'cc;f--'' '~'1'1 thl-S -1 ' '''1 '1(' en :>. ::; v~, l ,_ J_ , .. ' G t.,· .,)~) _' ~ t; ,J . , :, ' . :~ 1) C u .. ," : L '-' (::: , ,_;c l.. ,_~, '.'; U L.~..L..l. . -

ab l e any ch8nge of VIews 2son~ the pa ople I n Nortne r n Ir eland to 
make its elf f elt .1 

liT he th.ird thing ~}hic tl I l11.ve a l1 '!1.Y~) hoped \w ul ,j conw fr,xJ it would 
be tha t it WOUl d , for those pe r iods be t ween plebisc i tes , take the 
Border out of politics , and you woul d then h ~ve pDli tics developinG 
al ong more nor 8al, non-Becta ri an line ~, as you have in th e r est of 
the Un i ted Kin,~:d.om , and people 1 .. Jou.ld Le voting i.n their pol i tic ,:;.l 
el ections on what we would nD rm~lly c211 bread and butte r . poli t i cs . 
I think it' s ve ry ioportant th~ t you ~hould ge t 'a deve l op~en t ef 
poli ti cs in Northern Ir e land nJ_ 0112; the~~G 1.tnes . 11 

In r eply to a fu rther 0uefti on , Mr . Heat h said that he bel iev ed 
one thing '\:Jas ~JJ.sic and funct .vnent ) l ~ "If Nor thern Ireland is go i ng 
to rema..in pa rt of the United Ki ngdom , then it must be the same as 
the Uni ted I\ i nc;clo;-:l , U ;:'1nd "de. _ sh ,:'-l l have the __ saEle standa r ds a s 1V (:l h,'3.ve 
in the r es t of the nl tad l\i nl~: dDE1 , 'rtnd we sht1.11 have the SllnG 
I mp:1rt lnli ty ;:~nd It;1, C]{ 0 f dlscrin. inntion rl S we hnvG .. ln the Un! t.ad 
Kirlgdom , and the saDe st a~dard s as wd have i n the r es t of ~he Unit ed 
KinGdom and the sane r espect f or l aw and or de r a s we have In the r est 
of the United Ki n ,z dom. and this is absolutely ba s i c . 11 

, -, I 

Mr . Heath was asked whether he th ought thq t his firm speech , in which 
he had r u l ed out U. D. I. for Nort hern I r elnnd wou ld have 8n i mpact 
on the peop l e '1110 1",Te r e advoc ating ~)uch a cou_rSG . 

He sa id that he was not sur e what impact his speech would have on 
poli t i cal L oade r s who ':Je r e advac Qting such a C,jurse : "1 would have 
thought it would h~ve a considerable i mpact on the gr ea t major1ty 
of sensible a11(1 modera.te people in No r thern I .r eLmd . I jus t 1,l3.nted 
them to know the facts so that they we r en 1t going to be Dis l ed by 
nnyb ody el se . It 

He was asked whethe r he thought tha t ProtestRnts wer e n2W a gr ea t er 
t hr eclt tban the 1. 1\. } .. , He cU d rE~t ,:c.nS"ile r the q U8 s tL)D d..irectly , but 
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r e f e rring to his speec h, in wh i c h he ha d spokGn st r on~ ly ~cains t 
any U 0 D, L thou Zh ts thera mi ~; h t be ~ he said~ " l jus t 1'l::1.nc e d every­
body t o l;:nOl;J the". t the po licy of the Br i tish Gov ernDant is to ensur ;.; 
th i::>.t is.VI and or de r i s !'lc'. i:lt "' ineet , ·]hoev e r is o. f f8 ct sd . 11/ 'd it I S 
not a ( ue s tion of on e c ommunity or the ot he r. Itls the S.lQa f or 
eve 2yb,)Cly, and I t hou~ h t it r i Ght to ei:1p ha sis e tha t ." 

Jvi r . Heath vJ2 S ·J. sJC'JC~ '.tJ h;y ha :12.d ;clsde .J.~ r efsrs ,1ce to th-::: "Iri sh 
Di i11811Si on " l1hich IV.d be :;n x"';.; ferred t '::J in t he Gr0.8n P ,:.,:o x', .J.nd he 
wa s als o ':'. s ked if he \vo ul c~ exo .-;,nd on hOl1 t he "I ri sh Di ;~1 0D s i on " ,Jould 
be br ol13, ht into p l '\y by ~!. is G;v e rm.12nt. 

"l cHeln l t ment ion che I Irish DL.1.8 .i.1Sion ' Y2s t e rc1i:l.Y _,."'o r the ~; iElp le 
r eason tha t ~7 0U c an l t S-?!.y eve r y ti1L1: , ev e r y tir'le, e v :;) ry1 7 ~1 e r e . As 
fR r as the Iri s h Dimension i s conce r ne d, I t o l d Mr . Lync h 1!hen I 
te c a~ e Pri~e Minister and we ue t th~ t I vo~l d we lc one norma l r e l a ­
tions teb.reen our b I D c ,oLl.nt ri es , -:ilic h ;'1~~.nt th.lt he and I \<Jould 
both discuss t hLn~ s a ff ec tin3 the Republic and the Unit ed Kin~do~ . 
This is the normal posit i on i n r Glat i ons hips bet"(J-:;2n Stato s, ~".nd 
I n ever r efuse to dis cus s D~ tt 8r s wh i ch a f; oc t the Un it e d Kin~doD 
a nd ~ny other country . Th is is the way onG conducts r e l a tions . 
On the othe r hJ.nd, I hW J n ev e r 0.c 1::.n01ll e dE;Ccl thrl t the R2public of 
Ire l a nd has the ri ght t o say wha t is Go ing to happen on the i.ntG rn~l 
aff~irs of N0rthern I r 21 and . Nor the rn I r e l and is p ~ rt of the 
Unit ed Kin~~ om, ~nd I ~ s PriDe Mi nis t e r am r esponsible, e nd so I 
d iscuss these '::la tt e r s 'i1 i tb Hr. Lync h . Vie b CtV0 hJ.d '-:nny D2e tin::; s , 
a nd a ls o discuss these t hinGS on this bas is , a nd ~hGn ~e t ~ lk of 
the IIr ish Diaension ! this is Uh2 t we ~ean - tha t we will d iscuss 
th i n p' s a f fectin (' the Uni tad Kin:-~ :.0i.:1 , of 'Ihich lJort be r n Ir 2l and is (,,::> . t.... '-' 

p ::.. rt. l'ind the r e ____ H e obvi ou s lY ·"i<? ny tbinGs '"hi c h for ,? l o.ng tioG 
now have been d is cuss ed betuoen t he R~public ~nd oursel ves which 
a ffect IJort hern Ir ~ l Rnd ~nd the Republic , p ~rticul . ~rly tha whola 
r uestion of pO~2 r sup, l y, of transport, t ourist a rrango8ants 8nd so 
on . And thes e Cuest i o.ns a r c ,; OL1. t::J ·':, . ..; COi::l0 {.1 0 r e nLJ,l'.1e r ous Clnd mor (3 
import an t ".s we ente r t h o Conr-:lOn 11.::. r 1;:o t . 40 both GO in on Janu~:'. ry 
1 st next, and I.:JO hl.v e both i n OLU"' discLlssi ons b,~ :.:::n thin '~ inG fo r ,·va r d 
t o tha t time , l nd th i s i s wh~ t wc Ba an by t he IIri sh Diaonsion l , 
a nd 1.·le hope the se thing s 'dill develop, and vIe ' . .'e l coi~le them . 11 

Would h e ever ne Go ti0to a n in iGP~ndeDc 8 sys t e~ with the lJorth 3part 
from a full U. D.I . ? 

"l c <?nnot fores ee t h:l t h,,-,,,- p)2nin:, , aD . 11 

Mr. Hea th s a id th;3.t his visit h·-::. d r o i nforc ed hi s .-;.d;Jir.J.t ion for tho 
r es ili ence of the peopl e of Northern Ir 8 l ~nd . 

He s a i d tha t no decision had been t ak en on wjich would c ome first, 
the Re f e r endum or the white Paper . 

\ 
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