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A MEsr'Ang FROII·l 1~J.iE PH.~r.:g 1'.;1H,n nTF'R . THE HT,o lIO[~ I 
Ji~f) I,i } AHn 1- ENPH , rlt? , rro rrJ-li,~ 7AOI SEACH. ~, in , J, FiNCH!" l 

. I hlLve s een from r e )Qrts of sta tements in the Dail, 
.. that your Governme; t is consi dering bringing before the 

European Commission of HUml1n Ri ghts nllega t ions that Her 
• 

{Majosty's Government hnve been responsible for brutality 
and inhuman treatment in connexion 'wi th · thos'e atTested am 
interrogated in Northern IrelMd. I s hould much regret it 

I 

. if your deCision' vms to t ake such action. I say thl~s, not 
because there ls , anything which rny novernment would wish to 
conceal. (,S you , J<noVl, follo dng widespread allcF;D.tions , 1n 
the press thEl.t brutal treD~tment had been inflicted on men 
arrested on 9 August, my Government set up a Committee to 
investiga.te these . under the Chairraa..YJ.Ship of Sir Edmund 
Compton. The report of t hi s COfJIni ttee, which vIas ma.de after 
very t horough investigation but virtually without the 

I 

co-op(;r D.tlon of' thoue about whom t.he a llegations hoo been 
mn.de 11 showed tlw,t in rogard to the init.ial aF.ecsts thore 

. I 
wer'e . very fow complb.ints and t.hose tbL~t there were hr4d in 

\ 

I 
I 

I 
i 
J. 

1 

t he COi,"J1Uttee' s ~i OW very li t~le subsu.l,nce. No force but 
t he minimum had been usGd to ~lc l1ieva at1rest and t here was no I 

evidence whatever of deliberate brutality on the part of 
I ' 

£mY of tho armed fforces 'involved. '1."ith regn.rd to the 
allegations nb ')ut! the methods used during interrogation, . 

I . 

the Comrli ttoe' s findings vwre t hat there was no evidenc,e of 
. " · 'L. ~ . , t " 1 , .,. " ..)' : .... ' 

physicai brutality, s til l ler,s of torture or brainwashing, 
but that t here had been phySical ill-tre~tment which raised ' 
questions ,f.),bout t he methods used in lnterrognti on. In the 
light of ' t hese last findings , the Government considered t l'k'1.t ! 

it would be right \ to sot up a body to review the prinCiples ! 
goveriling the methods or interrogation used, in ·view of , the 

I , 
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ve ry diffi cuI t li asues t lk'\ t ,'l.ria () whore the securi ty fo rc es 
, 

. are 0:lp,agcd aglJ;inst Cl. r uthless and deliberate campaign 
of t error and murder . Lord Parl<or ,a fo rmer Lord Chief 
Justice, 'has a~ceptod the Chalrrril.nship of a C,?mmi ttee to 

.. Uriderttl.ke this Ita.Sl<. ' <: - " ". ' ,-- .' ' . - . 

My r eason for hoping t tlLl.t those problems wi 11 not be 
broueht before ,the Eur~opea.n CO,IJr.ission relutes rather to 

, 

the da.neor t rlLtt my Goverru:wnt and yours would there be 
~[l.nf.>ed on Of)posl te sides in a public forum on issues which, 
sUlrtlng from particulnr allegC1tions and explcJ.I1r .. tions would 

I 

be liable to broaden out i nto charges and countt)r-chD.l'ges 
I 

conc erning the :operat.iuns of' the I.1" .A. , the role they 
have in Northorn IrelDoo ar..d the support t he'y receive in 
the Republic . Such a position could wl.rdly f ail to r esul t 
in acrimonious -exchanges betweon our two Governments. This 

I • 

would to r~ mind bo unfortunate given the complexity of the 
Nor t he r n Ireland problem and the need for our two 
Gov omllents to r erllain in the· closest lmd friendliost touch 
about it. This' will be particularly necessary if the 

I . ' 

security situD.tion in the North develops sufficiently 
I 

f avourably for hn early impetus to be given to political 
moves. I 

As you l<now, our aim is sti 11 to discu f,\S the way 
forward with l'epresentLtti ves of all the communi tios . '.ie 

a.re cOIlimitted to finding a. way to give the minority t hore 
an active, permanent and guara"'1teed role in the life and 

I 

public af:t'airs of Nortl1ern Ireland. As 'lie are maJ:clng clert!' 
, 

,in the debate in the House of CODHlOns J the best method and 
I ' 

timing for'doing this is vor:/ much in the f'orofront of our 
I 

minds. It 1s because of t hese considerations t lUlt I hope 

CO 'lFIT)ENTI AL . . 
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that lOU will not 1'eol" cons trai nedl
l 
to give way to pressures 

to take 8. public sUlnce aGainst us Ht Strasboul'-g. If you 
do, 1 t Vli ll no doubt rojoice t he i lbuPts of D1cmy p9:Jple In 
the Hepublic and some of t Lose DI;10k the rninori ty 1n tl10 

I . 
Nort],:l . It will hoY/over also pletLse those PI'otestant 
"' . . ~ • . . I 

exLrom1sts who e..re alwa.ys most opposed to the llUtintol1L!.nce oj 
: . 

a reasoned dialogue both public any' private between our two 
I 

I 

Gov orrunents. 

This so oms to me essentia.lly :a time in which all thosE 
who do not believe in" progr'0ss thrO')gh violence should put 
aside charges nnd countor-ch'::l.rges ; . indeed they should keep 
on one Bide their diffoI'onco~ over 1ultimate aims, however 
logi timn.te 1 t may be to pursue thO$9 in due c·')urse through 
diploma.tic and constitutional me~ : their task should be to 

\ . concentra te on the ur~gent business IOf n'1king Northern 
Irelan:l once agnin a place in Wh.i CI1 ClIl its peof) l e , wha.tever 
their !)oligion or politica l vi ews, Ican work toeethcI' in 
peace and prosper1 ty • 'rhis is certainly our aim and I feel 
sure r CM count on your SUPiiort iq working for i ,t. 

British Embassy, 
DUBLIN. 

29 ~1 ovember 1971 
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