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Thank you very nmuch for your messagze of 1 lupust,
Tour Ambassador will have reported the conversaiion uhiich
he and I had that evening. Subsequently Hr Vhitelaw was
sble to bave o very helpful discussion with Dy Hilleyy,

and he will no doudbt have 4old you about that,

I¢ in cortainly our wish ﬂﬁﬂ our intention that the
militury steps we weve rvecently oblized 4o take chould
guiekly be followed by political measures. Ve have
alwvayp enmphasised that the problem will not be solved by

nilitary meons olono.

As you will ¥mow, Fy Yhitelaw hog now held two
meetings with the SDUP members: +the discussion io $o be
rosuned on Friday. ¥e hope that they will sgrec to take
part in the conference which we plan to hold as guon 28
possible.

¥r wvhitelaw ezpects to ammounce the srrengenenis
for this conference very shorily. 4 he explained to
Dr Hillery last week, we think that the politlcal partics
in Northern Irelend sho:ld be given the opportunity of
wvorking out *heir own molution of the long ftern problen.
I am convinced that it la en important conditicn of cuccess
thet the Forthern Irveland parties chould have an

understanding of eacch other's pointe of wview. The
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propoeal i therefore 40 limit the conference Yo the

Horthern Ireland varties (which, of course, involvea the

nartics in the rest of

ES

exclusion of our own political

the Uaited Kincdom).

Thig, however, should not yrevent us Ifrom keoping
in the clogsest touch on a8ll these matters. I vory much
hope that by one meons and snother we shall be able to
nsintein contact over all these problems ap the golutions
"develop, ap 18 our hope, over the next few months, It le
better, I feel sure you will understand, that these contacts
should be confidential (though they need not neceszorily
be secretive) between your Government and ours. I fully
recognice that you have a conteibution to malte in the
search for o solubtion and I should be amxious vhat your
viespoint should be in'tha minds of thope atiending the

conferenco.

ts I said in a spcech last Fovember, if the majoriiy
0% the people in the MNoxth want MNorthern Ireland Yo hecome
part of a United Ireland, I do not belicve that any United
Kingdom Covermment is going to want 4o gltand in thely way.
The door 4s certainly not locked and we do not wont to
lock its but it most be for the people of Horthern Ireland

to decide whether and when they want 4o come throusgh ite

i
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. ¥ en gratefel to you and your colloasues Loy your
.actions sgalnst the Proviglonal IRA. I hﬁpe that ve can
act In this mutéer in cloge co~0varation. Uy ¥hitelaw
hag looked into the problem of licenced woapons held im
Sorthern Ireland other than shotouns and small bore wesnons,
¥o have it in mind to teke & nunber of neasures, An appeal
ia 4o be made Yo the public to surrender srms and srmmition
t0 the Pollce who will take nossession of them without
forther questlon: the numboy of registered Tiroorms
dealers 1s to be reduced: end Pacilities will be provided
by the Seguaity Porees for competition rifles to be held
securely in armouries. These meanures should help

considorably .

Mnally, I can asgure you that it iz our filrnm intention
that there should be ne dizerdminstion sa boetween the
communities when it comos to meagures to koep violonce in
cheek, ﬂﬁava all the military wmeasuvres that we have had
to teke hng besn designeﬁ'tc helﬁ the minority to got the
IRA off their backe. '

ERVARD HEAT
-.3-

CONFIDUNTIAL

© National Archives, Ireland




	1.jpg
	2.jpg
	3.jpg

