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Br i tish_Army Policy in the North 

1 . The policy followed between Au gust 1969 and July 1970 was one 

clearly de si gned to conciliate the minorit y . For example ba r r icades 

were Iltalked down" not IIsmashed dovmll and there was cons :Lderable 

contact at loca l l evel between army officers and communi ty l eader s o 

2 . Followin i5 an incident on the l as t weekend in June 1970 in Eas t 

Bel fa st eSt . Ha thew l s church area ) Lord Balniel and CIGS, were in 

Belfast . Their vis it , which was folloived by the Falls r oad cur few , 

may have brought about a chan ge in policy . After the curfew Balniel 

is kl1.ow~ to have said that one of the reasons for the arm search in the 

Falls road area itJas that shots had come from there the previous week­

end . This in fact was not true - East Bel f as t is a cross t he river at 

a sizeable distance awa y from the Falls Road . 

3 . Thereafter the Catholic ghettos became suspicious of the 

intentions of the Br itish army and rel ations soured . The subsequent 

arm searches took pl ace almost exclusively i n Catholic areas and were 

well publicised . Occasional searches in Protestant areas , which -were 

all eged to have discovered sizeable quantitie s of arms , were not 

publicised to the same extent . In the meantime the Stormont Governmen t 

vJas permitting the i ssue of quantities of new gu...n licences and creation 

of rifle clubs composed of ex B Specials . 

4 . This came to a head in December 1970 when questions in Stormont 

began to put on the public record the act i vities of the Stormont 

author ities i.n r el at ion to gun licences and gun clubs . The 

information on which the questions were based came indirectly from the 

Bri tish army to my certain k . .nowledge . Promises were subsequently 

made both in 8 tormon t and a t 1..fe;~ tJVliniste r that something ivould be done 

about le ga l weapons . Out of the 102 , 000 licensed guns 1n the North 

about 1 , 650 have been handed over to the authorities - wh1ch claimed 
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this as a successful a ct of dlsarmin g ~ At our meettng a t offlc l a l 

level in London l as t December the Amba ssador and I suggested that 

the political con t rol of the Brit ish army in the North seened' to us 

to reside too much in the Ministry of Defen ce and rece tved little 

if any influence from t he Foreign and Commom"real th Off i ce and Home 

Office . Noth --.ng apgears to h8.ve been done about this . 

General U20 is believed to have opposed internment . In formed 

r umour ha s i. t that Lord CarJ:'ington finally CC-3.me dO\rvn in favour of 

internment . Once again both t he Home Secretary and the Foreign 

Se cretary ('10ul d not appear to ha ve had much influence . 

6. From all the above it could be argued that too much of Brit ish 

policy in the North has been influenced by the Ministry of Defence . 

It could even be a rgued that the Hilitary officers themselves had 

bet t er political intelligence than the political chi efs of the 

Ministry of Defence o 
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