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~galn!;tJ# ~md der;:r~ding t ::;' 0~t'~Hmt of, d~tZ!inf;H1G in th e int ~~rrutl~nt 

O~H~rati ;,.m in N:>rth ern Ir~li:lnd led t:> l'~p~at~d d~~1H~nrl: $ from a >.r,tido­

v&1;' 1 ~ty 'Of O1"''1:ml!!.a tl::>nf5 (lnc! udlvw, Amf\O~ty) iH"fd per~·:ms f~r a 

us not tt\'mak~ n puhlic $tat{:~ent or take any .'!1,ctlon ~jlih ~ 

at quaint log. th~ in advante. !nc~111hg fnr a +:\)}.1 and Imp "}.rtial 

inCAl i l'Y (~t,'hich t!hould h ~ve n~n-nJ: ltl sh m~mhe!:shlp) th·& Irish 

(1)VSrmlont .!lIst) ·U.;tqU()5ted th <1 t th e te.! ~ll a of r~f~~mcG of th~ in ·"u ~ :r y 

bo-dy be suffic5.imtly vJi.de t~ COV GI: not only th~ eJ.l$)g j~t.ion5 ~f 

. brutal'. ty hy Sl;icurity 

lnv~l vlnry th~ ~il J.ln ~ of Thornton, eus #l~1 Bi? 0 tt~ cHid t;~cDevi t t t t.h~ 

dQ.af mute . Br.tt.ain ~~p~~S ttoo the vl GW th~t wo V'"uld h~ tlb~clt!ng & 

. ! , 

i 
I 

.r"''1m''''~t· ~~~ ••• ,~ ... t<c:!. £'>l :'l.n<!:;;ri }'O$'"" , '" \1 ~. _ _ ~_ .., ...... , ..... '1 .... \'Q- ~. 't";~ .. ..., W .l •. • ,.e "'", ,, . '!'. ,.· .... . w ~ 

tu. h!:}ld an In ~ui.Ty .:lnd t en fu.:tb-r. I 

partlc~l=r$ In this connmction. 
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~' cl 5 t' I , ,J t hit 1 d 1 i' ni'., 'I',' E~ "'l'r,-~ f~ r~" - C' 1: Ai IT'''''''./fi ' .,rL , ('perrw 0r UnUer'l El prom nen liea ' ne j, . L~vl.d,( .i.J 4. " u~. 11 , 

supports the decision to hold the hearlnqs In private but adds that 

the detainees 1 'ar~ fUlly justified in demanding that they be allowed 

representation before the Committ'ee and b@ given the ') pportuni ty of 

testing 'che evidence of other wltnessos ft • The' edl torial goes onto" 

say that flwithout those ::~~'3:~ ,~ntary !'equi:rer~iCmts of the mechanics 

of ju~tice they would stand at a disadvantage, unab19 quite possibly 

to make the btst o~ .... theIr case. And there are precedents in their 

favour". Th() prec.E{h ?nt mentioned WaS the ~nqulry thr ee years ago ' 

(headed by the present Solicitor General) into allega'Uor\s or 

ill-treatment of pati Gnt s at mental hospItal Clt Cardl ff. 

el'itici~m also of the inquiry from several oth er quarters~ 

with regard to thQ composition of the Committee of In·~ui4'Y. the 

appointment of Sir Edmund Compton {Who 1$1 to be the Chairman} hB.S 

been criticised 1'\ the North. HG Is also the Omhudsman in Northern 

Ireland (and up to !'€c@ntly 1n 8ritain also) and the ~\'hite P~pe1.' 

on reform~ lS$ued tw.> weeks ago by the Northern Government quoted 

from Sir Edmund Compton's sGcond :report a$ Ombudsman as follows: 

ljMy fIrst years of offic6 In Northern Irelandhave not produced 

a single instance of culpablt? action In the organs of ~pntral 

gO l./ernlTlent". In the Same report the Omhudsman also said (o:1G 

thi s, too, 5.s quoted in the ;';h1 ta Paper) 

"'1 think it fair to say that the quality of administrative 

performance in the Northern Ireland_ Mlnistriescnmpares well \·vith 

my exper i enc e 0 f Govornfn ont' D epartmcnt s in the Unl ted Klnqdom. 

Inde<?d the individual citiz .::?n frequently gets a l,'%?tter service from 

a Northern Ireland Ministry than he v:/Ould get fr~m a United 

Kingdom Depert.rnel"t in similar cll' cumstanC G9 owing to the easier 

access ,to cGntral government". 

"f t,hJl. Qmb\.lQs:n~o.f q maud "tSl. the minor! ty w;)ul cl find 1 t very cl! f f icUl t 

to accept such ,3. (3w csping statement. 

Si:: Edmund Compton stat ed on 2nd Sapt~mber that the hnycott of the 

inquiry by the detainees would not f!'ust:r.ate his Comlnittee's 
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investieation. A1 tllou&h -t11e pl"onpeots of h :w1ng a fair 

were u ~) t,-bt.rul tro~ the stll't the- l1kelihood ·of dOir1tr 60 n01l 

wi thou·t; the coopera tin!). of the detrdnees is mL'l~l W:ld the re_~ o:rt 

whe.n 1 t ernorg@s will be totw.ly rejected by tha tainori ty in t:Meral 

and the details.aes in pr:i.rtiaulur. 

(One member of the Coromitt€!1$ of ltlqLliry. Mr ?:~dcar ~.J!y. (i .C. 

pl~tici!!:~tted in tIHl inquiry into the l.1u.."1i.Oh. <,dr e:ioaster. It i~ 
~ 

thouzht in SOt0tt quartel"'{u th.ut hel}Chosen tec~:.u.ne o£ the des1reof 

the British to enaareth::,:,t bl.-ama y~~US p1nncd to the German pilot. 

~e inveotlga-tin~ body d.uly reported aocordingly.l 
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Note: 

The Home Secretary hD.s invited · Sir. Zdmund CO::1pton to be Chairman 

and Dr Honald Gibson ahd Hr Edgar F~y, QC to be members of th'3 

Co~nittee of Inquiry into allegations of brutality in the recent 

internment operation in Northern Ireland. They have w~cepted 

the invitation. The terms of reference of the inquiry are 

!I'ro investif,3te allegations by those arrested on 

,9 August under the Ci viI Authorities (Special Pm'fers) 

Act (Northern Ireland) '1922 of ph;)rsical brutn.li ty 

while in the cust9dy of ~le security forces prior to 

ei ther their subsequent release, the preferring ·of a 

criminal charee or their bein~ lodged in a place 

specified in a detention orJer." 

The Home Secretary ha.s told the members of the CCl1!r.1ittee that 

in order to ensure the personal safety of members of the 

security forces against Hhom allec;ations nay be made it is 

necessary that the inquiry should be undertaken in private 

and thatt11ere should be no opportunity for a confrontation 

bet\·,eeil cOJ~plainants and members of the securi ty forces 

against v,hom complaints are made. 

The report of the inquiry will be published. 

'. 
! . , 

The joint ,<:;ecretarics to the Committee are: !·1r R Horris, of the Home 

Office and Hr C G Leonard, of the Trea'sury Solid tor I s Office. , 
August 31 1971 
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