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Dritish Coomitien of In uiry Ints s1iansdiopne af hountiity

Bagkrround:s  Widegpread znd consletent rerorts of arvy brutaslfty

anainet, and derrading treatnent of, detainees §n the Intoymment
operatisn in Morthern Ireland léd to repeated demands from a wide
varicty of ordanications (including Amnesty) and neresns for a
thorouch and iadenendent Inculry. The Irich Covarament through the
Aabsscador im Londan eupported this move in a formal recuest to the
British suthoritiecs on 2%th Avquet 1271, The Dritich were sles told
that the Irish Government will have to conslder action at the
Buropean Courd of Human Ricghte in Strashoure, Tha Sritish
Governmant were taken ahack by the reforencs is Stvashour and asked
us not o make a publlc statement or take any sction wiihewt
accusinting thea in advance. In calilng for a full and impartial
tacuiry (which cheuld have non-B3ritish membership) the Irzish
Covernment nlso Tequestiad that the terms of reforoncae 9f the in~ulry
body be suffilciently wide €0 cover not only the alleqations of
brutallty by security forces in the North, but 2182 cases like those
invalving the Rilling of Thornton, Cusadd Beatiiy and HeDovitvt, the
deaf mute, Britaln oxpresced the viow thst we would he Phacking a2
loser” 1f we thounht the allecations of hrutality ware well faunded,
A eopy of the Anbassador's report is attached 1f further detalls sre
rorulred,

J2omg of Linforonce of Tg-uiry Bodur  Almostiws weeks elspsed hefo e

the British announced thelr deecision to hold an In-uiry and ten au-th
days passed hefore the nanes snd terms of referance of ths Comnitiss
¢f In~uiry were published, The attachod poaper contains full
partictl»rs in this connection,

Reardion %9 Comregeiting and €avme of rafevancs nf Conafttas nf 1e-1irat

There has boen genexral dissatisfacticn with the composiiicn anu

o e h e
noulry - en aueh ¢ that the

s |

tormg of reference of the Commitlae of

21.

ainece have rofuecad 82 Coesporate. Thoy nentioned ag malor defeocte
tha fact that the ln-uviry will not he in public; will not have full
Judiclal powere to summon witneesas and oxanlne recorday that paoels
aiving ovidence will not he 1an21ly rosressntedy and thet there wil’
he no erncc-exanination of witnesses. These are 211 major def

| i ak B o3 @Y R
b3 ahy mhum wliea o rho widacarazd wime #n2d tha o B JCwE :

© Natlonal Archives, Ireland



DFA/50 Department of Foreign Affairs

2.

2nd Sceptembox under the prominent headline-“THE INCUIRY IS FAULTY®,
gupports the decision to hold the hearinas in private but zdds that
the detalnees "are fully justified in demanding that they be allowed
representation hefore the Committee and he given the ~pportunity of
testing the evidence of other witnesses". The editorial goes on to
say that "without those s¥»mentary recuirements of the mechanics

0f juctice they would stand at a disadvantage, unable oquite possihbly
to make the best of their case. And there are precedents in thelr
favour", The precedént mentioned was the gnquiry three years ago
(headad Ly the present Solicitor General) into allegations of
$11-trestment of pationte at mental hospital at Cardiff. There was

¢riticiam also of the inguiry from several other quarters.

with regard to the composition of the Committee of In~ulry, the
appointment of Sir Edmund Compton (who is to bhe the Chairman) has
been criticised in the North, He Is also the Ombudsman in Northern
Ireland (and up to recently in Britain aleo) and the White Paper

on reforme issued two weeks ago by the Northern Government quoted
from Sir Edmund Compton's cecond report as Ombudsman as followss

"My firet years of office in Morthern Irelandhave net produced
a eingle instance of culpable actlon in the organs of cant:al
qgovernment”. In the same report the Omhudsman also said (and
this, too, is quoted in the Vhite Paper)

"I think it fair to say that the quality of administrative
performance in the Northern Ireland MlInictries compares well with
my experience of Government Departments in the United Kinodom,
Indeed the individual cltizen freauently ﬁots a hetter service from
a Northern Ireland Ministry than he would get from a United
Kingdom Department in similar circumstances owing to the easier

access to central coverrment®,

#hile this might be fairly true within the very narzow torme of -rofowmane

pf tho Omhudsman's mapdate, the minoxrity would find it very difficult

to accept such a swesping statement.
Sir ¥Fdmund Compton stated on 2nd September that the hoycott of the
tnouiry by the detaineos would no§ frustrate his Committee's
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investization. Althoush ithe prospects of huoving & falr
investigetion curried oul within the announced ‘erns of relerance
were doubtful fron thé otat the likelihood of doing so now
without the cocperation of the detuineces is minimsl and the report
when it emerges will be tolully rejected by the ninerity in seneral
and the detaiuees in particulur.

(One mewber of the Committes of Inquiry, Mr Zd; ar Eay, L.C.
participuted in the Inquiry into the Zunich zir disaster. It im
thouzht in sowe querters that héﬁggoaan becouse of the desire of
the British to ensure thut blanme wos pinned to the Germun pilot.
The investigsting body Guly rveported eccordingly,)
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The Home Sceretary has invited Sir. Edmund Compton to be Chairman
and Dr Ronald Gibson ahd Mr Zdgar Fuy, QC to be members of the
Committee of Inquiry into allegations of brutality in the recent
internment operation in Northern Ireland. They have zccepted
the invitation. The terms of reference oi the inquiry are

"To investigate allegatione by those arrested on
9 August under the Civil Authorities (Special Powers)
Act (Norihern Ireland) 1922 of physical brutality

" while in the custody of the security forces prior to
e¢ither their subsequent release, the-preferring of a
criminal charge or their being lodged in a place

specified in a detention order."

The Yome Sceretary has told the members of the Ccﬁmittee that
in order to ensure the personal safely of.members of the
security forces against whom allegationé nay be made it is
necessary that the inquiry should be undertaken in private

and that there shculd be no ovportunity for a confrontation

‘betweein complainants and members of the security forces

against vhom complaints are made.

The report of the inquiry ~ will be published.
The joint Secretaries to the Committee are: Mr R Morris, of the Home

Office and Mr C G Leonard, of the Treasury Solici?or's Office.

August 31 1971
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