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DFA/50 Department of Foreign Affairs

20th Junc 1972

Report in the Irish Tines of 30th June 1972

of a statement nmade by leaders of the UDA

denying charges of sectarinrnism and offering
caoperation: L3 Catholies.

The UDA in its statement s~id: "We want the people of the Bogside
and the Cregzan and Andersonstown to do more than just issuc peace
petitions." A spokesman 2dded: "I waat to assure you that if you
are afpnid, you can turn to us and we will welcome you with open
aras, 2nd proteet you. If any Cathalic fmily is being intimidated
by the terrorists, contact the U.D.h4. 2nd we will gu~rantee you

the hospitality of Protestnt homes.

We will open our hones to you ~nd deliver you fron the fear and
terror th-t has hung over you for so long.

We readily n~zrec that things were not rijht in the past in Ulstor.
It would be wrong nd . bigoted to say that cverytning was right thcn,
But things were improving, nd both Protestints and Citadlics were
never s friendly ~s they wore just before this troublc was begun
by certain people four years 5o,

There is n3 truth whatever in stories thot the Protestont majority
yishes ~ny harm to the Cathslic ninority, We would welecone layal
Catholics to ncmbership of the U.D. .. which is nin-sectoarion ond
only wishes for the welfare of 21l. Noither side cnn ¢linin~te the
sther, nor w-nts to @5 sz. We nust work together nnd betwech us
work sut ~ new Northern Ir:land which will be suitible ~nd adairable
for us bath.

We nppeal to the Catholic ninority to <o something pasitive at this
ciritical noment -nd join us in eradic:tiong terrorism ~nd mutual
fear nd asstility. We will whole-heartedly co-opernte with you and
support you."
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