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POST t,WR'fiI!;M EXANIIN1\ TlmJ~, C[;IFIIED ourp AT AL'JlNAGELVIN HOSPITAL ON _ 

31st J Ai'JUARY , 1°72 __ ._ .. __ . _____ -.;; __________ ..:::.d._. __ ~_. _____ . _____ . ___ " ____ _ 

Firs t -bra ca s es were not at t ended by myse lf i n person • 

.Qt\ SE I: G:8RALD DONAGHY, 2J.: MEEHAN S~UARE..l.. 

Ent:::l hrv~n~ . ( L) abdomen. 

Ex i t No e xi t VIound. The bullet rema ined 'I'lithin the posteri or chest \'l"al1& 
Ifhe bullet penetrated the aorta a nd the inferior v,ma cava 0/ 

IHGHAEL McDAID! 22! 'fYRCOF!JEL STRSET. 

E2,n try Hound (L) cheek, WIll ch frac tured the left mandible and shattered several 
of the cervica l vortebrae. 

Exi t HounC! Belo ,,! the right scapula. 

CASE 3 JOHN YOUNG, ~.?02 HEST1'lAY, CREGGAN. 

1"'n tr~T l{o~nd 

Exit vJound 

At the inner a ngle of the (L)eye 

Below the (L) scapula a t the leve l of the seventh rib. 
v18.8 eVi(1enc~? of s11ha."t"2 .. oh.noid he.em,or~hage 8"nd petecb.ial ar8f~S of b-r u i8ing 

There 

throughout th e bra in. The atlas, axis, and u pper cervica l vertebrae h'ere 
a 11 sha t tered • 

CASE 4 WILLIAM NASH, 62, DUNMORE GARDENS, CREGGAN. 

En try ~lound 1 cm. hole in the (R) uppe r ches t be tween t he third and fourth 
ribs,and 4~ cms. to the right of the mid line. 

Exit Wound A cm. hole, below the (R) twelfth rib at the level of the 
2nd lumba r vertebra and 4-%- ems. to the right of the mid line. There was 
a massive haemorrhage within the thoracic cavity. The bullet penetrated 
the (R) atr~m of the heaRTand the inferior vena cava. There was a hole 
in the diaphragm, 3 cms in diameter. The liver was penetrated with 
resultant extens·ive damage. 'rhe (n) psoas mus cle was penetrated. 

CASE 2 JOHN . FRANCIS DUDDY t CENTRAL DRIVE, CREGGAI\T. 

El}.tr;z Ttl~nd Circ. hole over t he l a teral aspect of the (R) shoulder near 
the upper border of the (R) deltoid muscle. A probe is not eas ily pc1.ssed 
into the wound. _ 

Exit Wo~nd A jagged hole 7 ems. X 4 cms. at the level of the mid third 
. of the left clavicle. 
Z! pints of blood Here wi thdra ,m from the (R) thoracic' cavi ty. 
1 pint of blood was , .. i thdrawn from the (L) thoracic eavi ty. 
The trachea and oesoph2.gus were divided below t he cricoid. 
One inch above the arch of the aorta, the left ca rotid and (L) subclavian 
arteries were divided. 
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rrhere WetS a gaping hole i n the second CR) rib adjacent to ',;he costal 
mus ole I a nd the inner 'borcJ. Gr of tJ:18 ( R) ::,~ c 2,pula Vias fract ll:ce u . The 
bullet would appe a r t o ha ve t r a c ked from tha (R) s h oulder a cros s the 
sec ond thoracic verte bra , ha lf seve ri nG' t he vGl' t e rJr'a l 'body a nd vJc\,s 
t h ere defl ected u puP',rrJs c:C2,in -COHc' 1 cis t h e exit HO'J.l1d at the (L ) ol::cvic J. e . 
The angl e VIas not ent i r e ly (~ El ti s facto ry in the pos i t i on tha t the EU'lTI ' -,1<'::8 

a p pa r ently plac ed . 

CA SE 6 

There Has a clean l y out l acera tion a l') ove the outer thi r d of the CL) eyebrow 
1 cm . in leng t h , and s urrounded by an a rc .. a of a bras ion. The1'e ~ifere 
superfici a l abra s i ons around the (R) 81bm'l , E~b ()Ve the (R) Hr i s t, a bove the 
(R) ilia c crest and over both k..'lees . There '.<18 1'0 tc'ro entry bul let Hound s 
i n the back . 

Hound (1) An eli p tica l hole 7mm X 5 mm on the ( rt ) s ide of the 'back 4~~' cms . 
fro m the mid line c'.nd 4 c ms . below the sca pu l o.,. The ;:u1 [;,1 8 Fas Up\'larcl S 
and towards the mid line. 

W01..illU ( 2 ) A circular hole on the (R) side of the lx w k 7mm . in diameter 
s i tu~'ted 7 elns . belo\-, and 21' cms. to the (r) of wound or..e. The l of t 

The right nJe.rg:i,Yl of the hole \'\':W she lved 

Hound (3) There was a {~.:t. ping hol e on t he t op of the l eft should e r abou t 
3 e ms . in length , and j u s t EI,bo v e th~ :~l eft s c a.pula . Thi s ,w uJ.r5. ~~ e8m to 
be an exi t wound \'Thich h2 8 associa ted v!i th vlOunc1 one and indi ccd;ecl that 
the bullet tracked u pwards a nd forwards . 

-' 
\iound (4) Thi s \'las a r agged circular hole on the (L) s i de arJou.t 11 mms . 
in diameter centre d 51- cm s . b e l oH the l ef 'i; s capul 2. a nd 14 cms. fro m the 
mid line. This w'lOund \-las a s s ocia -G ed Hi th wOUJld hvo by a tra ck vih ich 
appeared to P2.SC2' throuC;ll the s ubcutaneous ti s f: ues from (H) to (L) and cd 
an [lngle of abou t '15 deg:cees uplv0.rd s . On exploration of thi s t rack it 
Vias seen that the bullet pene trated musc.le, the spinous :prOCeSt3eS of 
thorac ic vertebrae , a nd the rib cEt.e;e on 't h e (L) s i de Hpe r e da maged lung 
t i s ~ue was exp osed . 

EX2minat i on o f t he r ib cage revea led 
wi tll the exi t \1round in t he ( L) SDould G:>:' . 
2. ho 1<led extensive comminuted fri't c tures . 

an elongated ova l hole aSGoc i ateu 
Ri b s 4-8 on the (IJ) ~: ],,),,) 

Lungs : rrhere was patchy bruising of the lower lobe of the (::{) lung. 
There \'iaS extens i velac e r a t ion of the (L) lung 1Th i ch conta ined ma ny-
fragments of bon E:; . Ther e Nas an extensive haemopneunotho:cax on the (L) 
side, associated VIi th mul ti :ple r i b fractures , and ext en;h Vl~ l e.cera tion of 
the (L) lung. 
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ABDO~~]!. '1111ere Wi:,S an oV(;d. shaped HOUJ1f) in the (L) :paraumbilicc_l 
rCGi on a)proxima te1y 2 !l to t i1f:~ l e ft of the umbilicus a nd measuring 
28 mms X 16 mrns , "ri th the l ong axis d oumlElrds . There 1rJe.S omenta l 
ti S3ue sholvinG -I;l11'0l1&;h '[;hE: 1rJOlWcJ. 

The abdomina l cavj.ty co:nta ined .-,,, bout two pints of fluid blood 
and clot . There Has E'l.. small ar~loUlJ.t of fluid i n both p leur2.. 1 cDvi t i es . 
'11hore "Tere 'chre ,) 12. C0H'i:1t i ons of the u'Pper j e j 'l.WU1:1, ;:,.rJ.iJ i~ l ,", ce rc:d i Or!· of 
tt8 mesenh";y of the sigmoid colon. Th ere Nere l El.cerc'i.tion s of the (L) 
oommon ili ,-~c artery a nd vein. There ,~a 8 Cl rough hol e in the (L) s ide 
of the saoro-lumbar cartilaGe . A co~pBr coa ted lead bullet was 
recovered f :I'01O the t:J. i :cc} saccral vertebra . The imJ.let \-Jas deeply 
lodged in the vertebra . It conta ined l' ifling marks , o'.li VIas n o t 
significently dam2..ged. It \--TaG probably a ... 303 ca libre bullet. 

CA SS 8 

Entrl1>iound A circula r hole, 6 mDS in diameter, in the mid dorsal 
r egion on the (R) sids of the bao k , 9 ornE below the ( R) soapula and 
13 oms f r om the mid line. 

Exi t Hound A jagged hole in the (L) mid axillary region . 'rhe 
bullet traoked from ( R) to (L) a c r oss the body and from behinel s lightly 
fo rward. 

- -.:;00... 

There Has a furthe r en t ry blillet \--Jound. in the ' pa l mer surface of the 
left wrist, ancl a j 2,.:;-ge r3, exi t .'JOund on the dorsa l surfaoe of the left 
\'lri st . These Hound s could po s:~~ i 'ply b e in a direct line wi th the 
ches t vlOund s , if the (L) a rm had been flexed at the e lbo\'J Emd the 
forearm s lightly raised , \-Then t h,," bl~llet struck. 

Abdomen There were lacerations of the liver and spleen. Thebo'-ve l 
via S a lmost completely s evered. at the s plenio .f lexure . , There "lere 
gaping holes in both the a nte ri or a nd po s t e:ci or .m ll s of the stomaoh • . --The pleural oa vi ties e8.oh oonta ined abouion9' pint of' flui d 
blood. 
the (L) 

There ~ ,!2.S a 12. re;e tear (a bout a hand s brea tll in s ize) through 
r::ide of the -diaphragm. 

Rib Cage 
surface of 
wound. 

The.re was a cii.'cul a r hole 1 cm. in diameter on the pos terior 
tIle ( J. ) s ic1 e of t he rib oage, corresponding \,r ith thE: cnt~';y 

There vlaS a ragged gaping hole 7 cms . X 4 ems . on the (L) ::: ide at 
the level o f the 6th and 7th rios , [-,boui; the anterior axillary line, 
corres ponding with t he exi t hole. 
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EntrLxJ01md A circular b.ole 7mms. in dictr.1G ter in the ( 1,) occi pita l 
region , approx i ma tely 3" , pos terior to the (1,) ear . On :)robing it 
could be88e,,;11 tha t t il",· Vi OUlld \':;:\.8 t r-rLckins 1).p 't.'i:l:t'c1.s and forvmrds o 

Exi t WOlmd There ",as a gaping l a e e :r.'2., -Cion i n the ( rr ) or b i ta l sn2ce , 
5 ems X 3 -ems . centred on the (H) l Ol'.rer eye lid, a n d i'ihich expos~d the 
in t e rior of the slmll and the brui sed margin of the: CR) u pper eyelid , 
b e l ow '.rihicn the r emnants of tno co l J.c-:, psG c1 eyeba ll could b E) seen . 

X:eay shoul d seve:ca l fre~ c'!:lentccl p i e ces of metal Ca bout forty in number ) 
throughout the inte z-io:c of the skul l space, and shoHinG gross pathologica l 
O i:1.!TIO' •. ge to the s kull s iruc ture . 
of the skull vault. 

There He r e several r;r o~,: t: fractureE: 

EXa l!1 in<:ct i on of the brEl.im s how ed and extensive lRcerati on of brain 
tis s ue vii th a number of bone f r ctgmon tG ltii thin the 1)rain tissue. The 
c erebe llum was a l most comp letely di s integra tod . The l::,ase of the Sblll 
ShO\<ICc1 f3GVe:ce comminuted fractures a n d the bullet track could be seen 
through the CL) cerebella r f ossa . 

Entry Hound A ci r cular hole 7 mm s . in diameter in the (1,) s i de of the 
chest, approxima tely on the (L) mid axillary line. 

Exi t Hound A jagged laceration on the (L) s ide of the chest ap::) rox imate ly 
on tht) posterior axill"ory line . 

The track of the bullet wa s from left to ri ght acros s and through 
the thoracic c i:wi ty 7 travell ing slightly upv:".rd[~ and [: 1iChtly backvmrds. 

'l'he perioa rdia l sac was norma l. 

There VJaS extens ive laceration o f both lungs . 

There 1ms a transverse fracture of the body of the sternum at t he 
level of the third and fourth ribs , wh ich \vCtS probably ca used by a 
a tternp t s a t re sus'fta tion fo ll oHinc deO', th. 

There was a s light amolcu t of 01000 in the abdominal c a vi ty. 
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CA SE 11 

En t£y._l!° 1,?!1d A circula r h o le 3 rnms . in. diamete r' on th e inn e r s ide 
of the "[L) buttock, 2 cms . f ro m t he anu s . The (L) poste rior ma rgin 
'was b o:cde r e d by- abrcw 2. ons 3 mm s , :Jic1c' , Th e ~,ro1Jr..d. bled profu C's l y 
on probing , . a nd \-ras seen to trcl, cl ~ u pwcor ci s < .. no fo r" ;2.rd, ~: i n 'co t hE; 
abdomen ~ with a forwa rd inclina t i on of B~9roxi mately 45 d egre e s a nd 
a s li ght deviation to the lef t. 

Ex i t ~,I() l.;.nd A lacera t ea ova l hole 7 e ms X 4 ems on the l eft f l a nk 
over the-rL) 10vie r ribs , 13 cms above -the t op of the i l i a c c res t . 
rrhe lone axi s of t h e Hounu H28 vertica l, <1nd exposed 12,cera ted muscle 

3 f ' Cl . b 2-J~ C' r ' -- '.":\ ., .... ~ c· ." :\ th :. "1 ...... • - , 1 ...... ", ant EL :.. r 2 C·l;ure rl . .2 cm~, ,, dDO Vl :. I"Dl." 1,ouna. ere \-le, S C ', Cl rCc'L._c,.L 
lacer ation Ir !!ll!if3 . i n '),i B, !.le·cer . A further 8 cms . a1)1,nTe U:i s 
l a c e rc1., tion. 1,!aS t'1, fl1_ :etl~.:;_:!r c i ~cc :;_l E: r' l E~ c t: rF.l. -t~ j_on L~ mr:1f; e i n c i 2,, ·1~(: t e :[' . A 
fu rther 3·ili- e ms . ?bovc: t:h i ::.~ I E' c era t ion Via s :>TS -G E.notLH:'-:' c'ircu li,~r l E·, cer ation 
·5 rnms c ]{ L;. :[J ~:: E3 0 

I, .' Tnf.; (L) p l eura l cavi ty conta ined 2 cz s . of blood ~ 

The pericardia l ·S"ac: was normal. The "diaphragm '''2.S inta ct. 

The abdomina l ca vi ty conta ined 2_ mini rnu.'11 01: ono p i nt of f luid 
blo od a nd clot. 

1J,1he bullet penetrated the (L) externr.1, l ilia c artery and a l so 
penetra ted tlte bladder, the s igmoid colon and ileum. 

En t ry H01:lJ2c1 r,Phere l-ms a circular ho l e 7 mms . in diameter i n the 
lONer ba ck , on the u pper s urfa oe of the Ca) buttock! 13 e rns . f r ou the 
ni~ line of t he ba c k . 

Exi t Hound There .. <as an eliptica l \vound on the l ef t S10 e of the chest 
5 ems . X 3 cms , and located 10 cms . be l ow and 5 ems. behind the (L) 
nipp le. The axi s of the uouno '\IJ20S cloHm;ards and for\va rd, and \'lcyS 

b ordered by- an-'area of abra s ion around the anteriol~ axillary l ine Ed thE: 
le~el of the 8 t h and 9th ribs . 

The h i O Hounds \ vere conl'l (; s-G:0l) by cc 'crack which pa8 ~: eC [ 2'O D 2'iGht 
to left ami U)t 'c~ :ecL~ of a il. anele of 45 degrees:, and from back to front 
at an anele of about 33 d e grees to the coronal pla n e . 

IJ:lhe lef t side of the diaphragm was penetra ted by a tear 2.boui the 
s ize of a ha nd s brea th . '1\JO p ints of blood vlere re!!love d f :C0111 the 
abdomina l cavi t y . Tne inferilor vena cava and the aorta Here severed 
acros s a t the ren~' .. l l eve l. There HHS a raegeo hol e tnI'ol.'.e;h the 
pelvis at the l e ve l of til t:" ~ a. CC1 ·um . There 'l-J2.S c~n 2.rea of r;: c ge d 
lacera tion at the J. OIJ O:C outer margin of the l eft lung . 
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CA SE 13 

Left Forearm There VlaS a circular ho l e 7 mms . 
in d iamet~r un the extensor surface of t he l eft fofearm. 

'l'rllnk Entry Ho 1.111 0 There 1-Jas an e li ptica l h' 011.11d 20 mm f:' . X 12 l:1ms . 
on the ( H) · side of:;"" the ches t, wi th the long axi s of the l,round bei n g 
d o l·mvla rd and fOl'\'la l~d , centred 14 C:;1~3 . be 10H I ",no. 7 ems. behind the 
(n) nipple j approxima t e ly on the nid axilla ry line. 

Exi. t Hound 'rhere l.vas a gaping viouna i n the ( L) 10l'Jer ches t 
6 ems X 5 ems , a nd located 13 ems below the left ni pple, ap) roxi ma te 
to the ante r i or 2xil l F.' :ry' line . The wound lvas plugged by protruding 
bowel a nd omen~um . 

Three pints of f luid blood u ere removed. from the p leural eavi ty. 
lia lf pint of fluid blood was remove~ fro~ t he abdominal cavity . 

There Has a l ac8!'Cl'tion on the (R) s ide of the diaphragm ap:0rox imately 
three finger s in s ize . 

The stomach Has to:cn Hide open. 

There Vias some l c:"cera tion to the 1011er en6 of bo 'ch h mgs . 

There Has, extensive disruption a nd l acerat i on of both lobes of the 
li Vl"r . 

( It has been suggested: that the four \-[o1.mds mentioned 1vould be 
in dire ct ' line l if the left forearm were flexed at the elbow with the 
pa lm f a cing the lower abdomen . I ,'lOuld not agree with thi s s upposi tion 
as the '-t;rack of the bull e t in the forearm is indica ted E\, S b e ing from lef t 
to right , '.'Jhel~eas , the bul let tra ck -!;hl'G1.lgh t h e cvbclomen i s i nrJice, ted C:l,S 

travelling f rom right to left across the trunk). 

SIGNED:-
30 , astleviej,\T 
Sha nta llo1;I I 

DERRY CI'l'Y. 


	1.jpg
	2.jpg
	3.jpg
	4.jpg
	5.jpg
	6.jpg

