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On the aft.er nooD of 8th J uly (Thursday) the S~cl"et a:t'y of' the 
Departm.ent of 'For~19nAffalrs ~p$kie to Mr. JohnT ... Williams , 
the t3r1tlsh Charg_ d t Affait'$'G··t' by tele'PhQn~· and conveyed to. 
'htm the Taei-seachTs c oncern about the 'situation in Derry . 
followin9 the shooting of 'seamus Cusaek and another shooting 
whi·ch hadoceuY1"ed thatafte"!noon ( thtsturned Qut to be the 
sho·o-ibtg of . Geo:t'g8, Desmond £leattl.e·),. . . Mr. , Will iams unde·rtoo:k 
to g.C!t In touch with Belfast immediately and subs.equently 
c am-e to. th:e Department at about 5 p. m. At that stage it was 
apparent that there was ae onflict ofevldence about t .he 
clrcumstan·ces of the shoot , ng:s.. A9aln M~ . Williams wa s. told 
o.f th.~ Taoi.s~a·c h ' s grave c.onCJl1xn and he was asked to convey .ft~·. 
to London and to his aath:o:r1 ti~s in Self ast th~ imoortance 

. -"' ,~f taking all p os.s tblesttlPs to cool the sltuati~ , The 
W t ~ . S9Cl'etary reported the tOl''E!goir.g to the 1aoiseach and with 
it;J.- ilu ~ his agreement tel~phoned the Amba.$.saa.ol" at, London at 5.30 p. m. 

inf'Qrmino. him of the dev~l~r>mer.rt$and sking him tospe·ak t.o 
-~ WU4' Mf the Foreign and Cemmonw&al th Office 'e'X ress ing our c one-ern en 
~~ the lines o·f hi$ c C}1'lver'Satt Tt with l!lt'. Williams . Ambassador 

- . J 0"$1)11 ivan tel~phoned th'e Seer·~tary at hone at about 10 p.,m. 
~.~ that night to confirm th at h1; had raised the subje"ct with 

"~~. WL. ' Sir ' s tewart Crawford 'Of the Foreign and Commooweal th ()ffice 
.. 1 who had ne tnf0Tmat i on from . Derry at that time . 

On t he' follewlng morning , Friday 9th Jul,{ . th-e A.mbas '$adol' at 
London was instructed to approaehth.QFO!'eign~ Comrnol'lweal th 
Office s,tl"essing the confl ict of evidence/S4:J~g9.'iA9 the need 
for an enqul.ry and f.n.dlc(ltin9 th~ diff icult situation in whicb 
the TaOisE!ach was nO\'i la'ced. At 1..40 p.m. Dr . O·Sull iv.aft 
reported back and sa.id that he bad I'$eeiv·eda cool reception 
from Sir stewart CrawfOTd '\~hO said that the;re v~aS :'absolut ely 
nothtng to enquire ab out in these cases !· . ,c\cc·ording to the 
GC:: 's repol"t ihere was no doubt whatev~);' that roeamus Cusack 
\."<la 's s~en "'litha rifle and had z"alsed 1:1; to fixe . AS regards 
Ge0rge Desmond eattie th~ GQ; " s report. was not quite se 
spe·clfi:c but there Was conclusive evidence, that he wa.s $·&en 
with a nail bomb . O:r . O' Sullivan h ; ~ e1fl~ ,uire~ wheth~!' . the 
nail bomb had been r ·e.covered as pract1.ca~» ~v~dence' .and 
Sir s tewart undertook toenqu :re fl'OOt the Ministxy of 'E>efence 
about the matter and to let him know the 1',esponse' late.%' in 
the afternoon. . ' . 

Or .. O' ,-ullivan telephoned th~ Depa:rtmfmt. a9cd n about 4.55 p . m. 
to sa'! that he had j'U$.t heard frOOl Si~ s t ewart Cra\\,rford who 
had been in touch with the Mini.stry of Defence and Belfast 
and now c onf.tl'med that Cusaek had been cfiven an o:rciel'! to halt. 
went i nto a. doorway, raizf"d his .rifl.e and \~!a s then shot; 
S,e il t l i W 5 with othel"s and $'(lte-m:ed t() be about to throw a 
nail bomb when he was shot in the chest . Sir s telefa:rt added 
that the Gce's, reports on the "neidents were absolutely clear 
a71'd the're was no Case wha·tev~r for a. S ectal enquixy~ 

It might he added for information that Mr. John f um'E! M .• P . was . 
in tcuch by tele~hone with M:f: Eamo. nn G~~laqher of tht- !Dep~rtrnent 
on Saturday mQrnlng last.. He gave a:s ·nl.S personal of\ilj:j:crJto 
Mr, .. Hlune, with·01Jt kn 'o\'vl~d9'e of the f\):re901n~, th tas the- BritIsh 
ArJ,'ny could be s een as the l ast 1 ine' Qf cl.efenc0 ofcu.rr:eot Bri tlsh 
policy in the North the're wa"$ nQ pro$p'ect of obtaining an 
independent enquiry. On Sun.day afternoon the SOLF took the,ir 
decision w1t~ol t 1nr():tming Mx • . Gqllagh~!' and without furthel£ 
exchange of views on th·e subj ~et . Since then th~re ".a_ been 
no· further substanti,,~exchan · e~ bo-twe'en th~ SDLP and this 
Department .. 
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