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The Home Office today i.sued the f ollowing ,statement on behalf 
of the Home secretary: 

rhe Army's operatl on ' 1n North-ern Ireland, this morning rra rk$ the 

,beginning of a new ,phase in the battle against the !RA. It WaS 

worked out against a back9round of <:10&.' ~ (')nsultation between 

the Governments of the UK and Northern lr'tdand . Itssignlflcane. 

is that it lays stress on t he f act that the function of the 

security forces is not merely tocontaln dlsorderand violene. 

but to search out the men and the organisation responsible. 

This will be pursued. In this. new phase the security forces 

will act with the utmost vigour. . This will serve as further 

e onflrmati 00 of the determination of H.r Majesty's Government 

to suppress violence and terro-r i sm and to maintai n the 

e onsti tutional position of Northern Ireland as enacted in 

the Government c:;f Ireland Act" 1949. by what,ever means may be 

neCes,sary. 

23rd J ly, 1971 • .. 
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