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CONFIDERTIAL

let February 1972

Dear Secretary

In accordance with your instructione, I called last
evening on Mr Eelvin White, Counsellor and Head of the
Ireland Divieion at the Foreign and Commonweslth Office
and handed him an Alde-Memoire (copy sttached). I slso
gave him a copy of the statement which had been issued
in Dublin on behalf of the Department of the Taoiseach
from which the terme of the Aide~Memoire had been taken.
Mr., White received me at 5.30 p.m. and I was with him
for ail;htly over an hour,

Having read the documents I gave him, Mr. White said

that perhape it was not correet for him to comment on the
terms of the Alde-Memoire but he proceeded to give his
reactions to the statement issued in Dublin. He was
particularly eritical of the opening paragraph and said
that we were prejudging the results of an enguiry which
had now been decided upon. To dismise any version of the
event that was in confliet with our Governmment's view
was surely the very ecsence of prejudgment. In reply,

I pointed out that the British Army spokesmen had already
made statements which were in flagrant contradiection

ff‘ the accounts of impartial and unprejudiced observers.
At this point, Mr. White took up the detailed report
which had been received from the ¢.0.C. Northern Ireland
and which appears in "The Times" today. He read it out
to me and vhen he had finished asked me whether we were not
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prepared to accept that the Army had merely returned the
fire of gunmen and nailbomd throwers. I said that our
Government had their own reliable sources of information,
backed %% by the accounts of neutral observers such as
nevepaper men and that these contradicted the Army
statements. At this stage Mr. White asked me whether I
was saying that the Army was telling lies. If so, there
was not much point in our continuing to diswues the matter.

At this moment the telephone rang and when we resumed our
conversation I pointed out that the Army's record in regard
to accounts of previous incidents involving deaths of
civilians did not lend credibility to their acecount of the
events in Derry on Sunday. It was not a question of my
saying that the Army was telling lies but of the rejection
by Irish people and neutral observers alike of the Army's
efforte to rid itself of blame. DBesides the fact that the
British Government had now announced an official enquiry
proved that public opinion in Britain and indeed in the
world outeide, demanded an investigation other than that
earried out by the Army itself., Mr. White maintained

that the Army record must be accepted. He enquired whether
I would be prepared to withdraw my previous remarks if the
official enquiry proved that all those whe had been shot
were either gunmen or nailbombers. I refused to accept
this challenge based on a hypothetieal outcome of the
enguiry and Mr, Vhite moved on to the other matter set

out in the statement wvhich I handed him.

He said that it seemed to him that we were now lecturing
the British Govermment on how they should carry out
policy within the United Kingdom and this was hardly
acoceptable. The call for the immediate withdrawal of
British troops from Derry and Catholic ghettos elsewhere
wag, in any case, not a move that would contribute to the
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solution of the problem. The demand for the cessation

of hareussment of the minority population was eguivalent

to putting the proverbial question "vhen are you going

to stop besting your wife’". He claimed that the
ueapwres which had been taken by the British irmy in the
Borth had met with considerable suceess in reducing
terrorism and in substential arms finds. I pointed out,
however, that, succeesful though the militery measures
might have been, the manner in which they had been carried
out had completely alienated the Catholie minority.

¥e had consideradble argument on this pelng, Mr. Vhite
meinteining that the ’“roops were highly disciplined and
well econtrolled under extreme provecation while I reminded
him of several individual inaldents in which members of the
Army hed behaved in efther o recklese or btrutal fushion.
The issuee of intermment zxd vrosd crotering came wp end
Hr. White produced from hie desk 2 graph purporting tc show
that the comlined effect of irternment and eraterimg had
been to reduce suvbstantizlly the zmount of explosives
involved in bombing incidents. [ls effort te justify
these measures by apparent seientific evidenee was, 1
pointed out, open to challenge on variocus poinis., Fven
if the figureswers correci, the possiblliity of a change
in IRA poliecy was not taken into necouwnt. Combining the
tvo neasures with the reduction of explogions in a
cauge~ond-affect srgument hardly congtituted Tirm evidence
that either one on ite owm had drought sbout the apparent
result. VYhat wee clear agsein, I suggested, was that
even if the messures in question were successful in a
nilitary sense, the minority porulation had been harassed
and provoked to a degree which had led inevitably to their
present slionation from both the authority of “tormont
end of the Amy and Police. There was now evidence that
large sections of the Catholic population were living
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in fear of British Army raids. Mr. White suggested that
fear was not so much their dominating feeling as hate
resulting from a loss of pride and dignity experienced
in the course of Army searches.

As regards the end of internment without trial, Mr. White
suggested that the security situation must improve to the
point where violence would virtually cease before
internment could be ended. I pointed out that there had
been several suggestions as to how internment could be
phased out, by bringing charges in cases of definite
evidence and by releasing those against whom there weas
noney or by setting a timetable for the end of intermment
and releasing a substantial number forthwith, as suggested
in "The Guardian" that morning. Apart from the deterioration
in community relations that had been brought about by the
internment policy the possibilities of fruitful inter-party
talks had come 10 nothing because of the insistence on
maintaining and extending internment. We had some
argument on this point, Mr, Vhite claiming that violence
was already increasing before internment and that the
measure itself had enabled the British Army both to
neutralise individual terrorists and to obtain a vast
amount of information for further reduction of terrorism.

I pointed out that we were back to the point we had

reached earlicg,namsly, his emphasis on military successes
while the complete alienation of the Catholic minority

had been brought about by the actions of the military.

As regards the role of the Paratroopers Mr., White claimed
that they were a highly disciplined force and were unlikely
to engage in breaches of professional Army conduet. I
replied that no doubt they were highly trained and disciplined
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for particular tasks and suggested that they had been
given a role in Northern Ireland in confrontation with
ecdviliens wvhich did not constitute the tasks they had
been trained to carry out.

Finally, Mr. Vhite said that he had no particular comment
to meke on our proposal that Britain declare its intention
to achieve a finsl settlement of the Irish guestion and
that s conference for that purpose be convoked. He pointed
out that the Covermment had already sccepted proposals

for inter-party discuseions at Vestminster followed by
talks with the political parties in both parte of Ireland.
Did we mean that the conference should be called solely
for the purpose of bringing about umification? I pointed
out that unification had not been specifically referred

to but that our Government's poliecy is that it is the

only leng-term solution thet will bring peace and prosperity
to the whole of Ireland. V¥ithin that general context

the conference would presumably seek immediate interim
arrangements to emable the majority and the minority
communities in Ireland to reconcile their differences and
$o move towards unity. As regards the Catholic minority
in Northern Ireland it was now clear that they would never
agein accept domination by a Government of the representatives
of the Unionist majority. Mr. Vhite did not discuse these
partioular points in detail but merely reiterated his view
that the British Govermment would be prepared to talk
about & future settlement if the other parties to such talks
vere prepared tc come forward.

In general, Mr. White deplored what he called the decision
of our Government to make its demands public and thus engage
in a diplomatic conflict through the media. The possibility
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of Mr Faulkner moving towards a more flexible peosition
would now unfortunately be thwarted. He referred in this
context to Mr Faulkner's recent remarks about a coalition
Government on the lines of the wartime Churchill Cabinet.
¥We could hardly expect Mr, Faulkner now t¢ withheld a
strong reaction to our public demands. Mr. Heath, for his
part, had to consider his position and what British publie
opinion might expect him to say in reply to such 2
statement from our Government. I pointed out that
wvhatever pressures Mr Heath might be under, they were
nothing compared to those at present being experienced by
our Government. We hoped that the British Government would
give very serious consideration to our proposals and
would not reject them out of hand., This would only lead
to0 a further deterioration in the present esd lamentable
situation., On the other hand a considered reply by the
British Government would help to ease the situation and to
reduce the present tension in Ireland, North and South.

Before we concluded I emphasised to Mr. White that we would
expeet an official British Government reaction to the
proposals set out in the Aide-Memoire. In the meantime,

I would convey his personal reaction to my Government.

He would understand, of course, that several of the points
about which we had discussion and argument were outside

ny immediate instructions, but I had endeavoured to
represent so far ag possible the present views and mood

of the Irish Government and people. Ve exchanged remarks
of regret on the present condition of relations between
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the two couniries, Mr., ¥hite remarking thet "we had
both lost and the only people to have gained were
the IBA"., Ve sgreed to keep pereonally in contact.

Yours sincerely
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17 Grosvenor Fluce
:cﬂ & m

The Irieh Governmemt concidor thet 4t must mow be clear
t¢ the British Gevernment thet their poiicies in
Nerthomm Ireland are misguided smd that vhat iz now
required aret

(1) the immediste withdrewal of Sritish troops from
Derry end Catholic ghettes elsewhere and the
censetion of hervesenent of the mincrisy
perulationg

{(2) the end of intermment without trialy and

{%) & declaration of Sriteim'c intention %o zchieve
a finel esettlement of the Irish cuesriion and
the comvocation of & vonmterence for that

TUrnNee .

“he Irich Government are setisfied that nothing lese

can bring sbout pesce. They slso belleve that these
propocele will pul an end o violenoe.

© National Archives, Ireland



	1.jpg
	2.jpg
	3.jpg
	4.jpg
	5.jpg
	6.jpg
	7.jpg
	8.jpg

