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17 Grosvenor Place
EW1X THR

28th July 1972

Dear issistant Decretary

I had Merlyn Rees M.FP., to lunch yesterday. The following
are the mein pointe which emerged from our conversstionte

(1)

(2)

(%)

The vieit to Dublin by the Labour group was regarded

es highly euccessful, The group hes taken very

strong exception to the article on the visit vwhich
arpeared in the funday Press. The writer of the
article is believed te have been Proinsiss Mac ‘onghusa,
It wae a mischievous article end larpely without
foundation,

Herold ¥ilson's talk with the Provisioncle wae a
complete failure. Both Vilson and Rees formed the
impression that the suggestion of & #plit between
the Rorthern snd Southern Commsnd is greatly
exaggerated, Host of the talking was done by

Joe Cehill and "by a person whe appeared to be thelr
Legal Adviser", Neither Mac Stloféin nor ('Connell

wag present.

Since the tragic evenis of Bloody I'ridey & very much
harder line hes emerged on the Tory backbenches.

The same is true on the ILabour side and most strongly
among the Ucottish M.Ps, In labour cirecles there
are unfortunately signs of resentment towerds the
Irish backbench group because of their Irich
connections and,additionally, becaure many of them
are Catholics. The Labour Party ie traditienally
non-conformist,
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(4) There is now intensified pressure from both sides
of the House on Mr Whitelaw to take a firmer stend
against the Froviesionals and the indications are
that he may find it difficult to resist this pressure,

(5) It i1e essential that parallel with the intensified
security operation there should be rapid progreess
in the direction of & politicel solution, Both
Mr Vhitelaw and Mr Rees are now coming around te the
idea that a 0.L.C. arrangement would mot be suitable.
A more favoured solution now iz the setting up of
an Aesembly in the North based on P.R. re is,
in fact, to be a long P.R. debate in the House
on Monday.

(6) It is on the carde that s short Bill providing for
the ereation of an Assembly may be introduced in
the next session. Mr Rees would see merit in giving

the Assembly arrangement a life span of 10 years,
a8 he believes this would help to condition minds
in the direction of reunification.

(7) I asked Mr Hees iAf he would envisage provision being
made for some form of Council of Irelend, as I
thought this very necessery. He fully sgrees with
the idea of such a Council, but doubte if 1%
would be appropriste to provide for it in the
Bill,.

(8) If the Aesembly idea goes shead, the labour Party
will heve t0 give very sericus thousht to the
ecope end functions which should be aepisrned to
it.

(9) Ome effect of Bloody Fridesy seems to be that 1%
hae given & new boost to Mr Faulkner. DMNr Hees
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met him on his visit to London this week and got the
dietinet impression that Mr Feulkner would welcome
the opportunitiy of an early private chet with the
‘aoiseach. I said I would personelly have doubts
about the wisdom of & meeting between them, certainly
at this stage, and Mr Kees rather pointedly mentiocned
that Mr Faulkner intends to make a vieit to Dublin

for the Horse ‘how.

1 stressed to Mr Rees the absclute need to bring the
Dublin Govermment into talks on the Forth., He said
he favours this himself and he, in fact, toock the
matter up with Mr Whitelaw in s conversation in the
peet few days. Mr Vhitelaw was non-committael.

Iater yesterday I received st the Embassy four of the M.Ps
who had been to Dublin (Messrs. Orme, Foley, ftallard snd
McNeamara). They, too, expressed satisfaction with their
talks in Dublin and their s#roug regentment about the Sunday
Press article.

Sten Orme and Kevin McNemara had spent some time with Mr

Whitelaw before they came to see me. They gave him an
account of their vieit to Dublin and strongly urged on him
the need to bring, mot only the Dublin Govermment but the
political parties there, into close consultation on t:lu_
finding of a solution for the North. They urged that a
solution which does not have the goodwill and support of
Dublin cannet be expected to succeed., Mr Vhitelaw "had
taken thelr suggestion on board",

One of the main worries of the four M.Ps is that, because
of the changed atmosphere following the evente of IEloody
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Friday, Mr vWhitelaw may now be pressed into going too

far in dealing with the Provieionals, ©tan Orme and
Kevin McNamara found him "in very sombre mood". He
geemed depressed about the enormity of the task of
dealing effectively with the Provisiomels snd not at

2ll confident that the threat from the U.D.A., hae in

any vay lescened. In snticipation of the debate on
Monday, I urged on them the need to emphzsise two points:-

() ineistence that the Dublin Government must
be brought into the discusgions, ond

(b) & serious ncte of caution sbout the need in
the intensified security operation to aveid,
as far as possible,alicnating the minority
community,all the more so in view of the fact
that the S.l.L.P, have now agreed to come
into talks,

Stan Orme will be closing the debate on the Isbour side,
end he seié he would do his best to deal with these points,

The visiting M.Ps slso tolé me that, in their view, it
is now practically certain that the plebiscite can be
regarded as indefinitely posiponed.

T also had an exchange of viewe with them on the idea which

appears to be developing in favour of creating en Assembly
in the North based on P,R. Their feeling is that this is
very likely to be the approach towards a political solution,
Generally, they see merit in the idea, but they would went
to ensure that the functione assigned to the \ssembly
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would be of & limited character. They would favour
the eetablishment of a2 Council of Ireland to be
concerned in the first instance meinly with economie
matters of interest to the two parts of the island.

Yourg sincerely

BONAL @ oLl Al

imbeacsador

R McDonagh Esq.
Assirtant “ecretary
Department of Foreign Affairs
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