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17 Groevenor Flace
EWlX THR

2let September 1972

Dear Assistant Decretary

When I called late yesterday afternoon om the Secretary of
State for Forelgn and Commonweelth iffairs on snother
matter he brought up briefly the Northerm Ireland guestion.

He expressed disappointment that the politicsl representatives
on the minority side novw seem unlikely to attend the
¥Whitelaw Conference which is to commence on the 25th,

¥hile fir Alee had serious doubts as to whether the
Conference, even if fully attended, could achieve very

much, he regarded it as "part of the necessary procedure

to be gonme through", It would, he felt, be a great pity

if the CDLP in particular were to stay away. I agreed

that their presence would be of very coneiderable importsnce,
and wondered whether Mr Yhitelaw could not, at thi= late
stage, make s further geature on iniernment which might

help them to change their minde. I added that a further
reluiu of Internces and come underiteking, not necessarily
in the most epecific of terme,about the phasing out of

the remainder of internment might well be of assistance

to the SDLP at this stage. 84r 4Alec eaid he thought

the point was worthy of consideration and that he would

make it his business 40 see Mr Whitelew in the motter

today.

£4r Alec then went on to say that it is esesential now
to move towards finding = politicel solution. The beeis
for such a solution will not emerge from next week's

/
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Conference end the Govermment will, in the circumsteances,
hove to come forward with ite own ideas. ©ir Alee
observed on the faect that,at political level,the
majority community in the North seems to be in a state
of disarrey. 1 observed that Mr Feulkner seems to

have lost a good deel of influence and Sir Alec's
comment on this was "a good thing too". He went

on to say that Craig'e stonding with the UDA 4is also

on the weme and added that "one hae only to lock at
Craig'e face to reelise how stupld he is"™. Pelsley
appears to be acouiring incressed etature, but he himself
would still have some doubts as to how far Palsley could
be relied upon to do the right thing,

Yours sincerely

* . L W
Ambeassador
R Hclonagh Ieq.

Assistent Secre
Department of Fore Affeirs
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