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g'opt1denJH4 

Oc t oJ::>er f} 9?2 
Secr etar1 
Department of' ]'o;r,eign Af fairs 

sw:rx Ui 

b r tk!D IF2.andgae@t1on at 1i.J1e Br! tisb Conservativ; 
Party pOfllereSQe Qotgbe_r . 1972 

Attached is Cl report on the Hortbern Ire~and Deba te nd on 
t he backgroutld astt1:ng to that Debate attbe Conserva t1.V8 
Pa.rty Oonf'erolloce . ~e under igned attended t he Confereuc$ 
fOT its f irst day" in the afternoon of whloh this particular 
deba.te took plac_. Hr McColgan, P1:.ess and Infonna t1on Counsellor 

rema iaed a t the Cont"erenc. until ltscoac.1;uaioA to mainta1l\ 
liai~lon w;l tb the' press and other med!-$. representatl ves. 

In br ief.,_ efforts by t he Ulster Unionists an.d their r 1gat-wUlg 

allies in tllle l\1oaday Cll1b to obtain CQ,Jilf er ence support agains t 
direct rule and Mr 1;'1h1 telaw' s poliCY were defeated following 
a. ll1ast erfulspeech by ttta Secretar y of s tate" In the course, 
of the debate . there wae constderable applause f <l.)t' Un.i..on1s'ts 
and other right-wing a.ttaoks on the Government 1n Dub1111. but 
Mr Whitelaw made it plain that there WQ·uld be no que.st1on 
of se·eklQg tt contronta tiQU" w1 th Dubllu. Re d enled tha t t here 
was .any deliberate delaJ on the Dorder plebiscite bUt stated 
that the l.f)cal e1eot10oo would bave to be hel.d before t:he end 
ot this ye®.r to avoid a. breakdown of loeal. government . 

Hr Br1h Jj1aulkner did not speak in the Confereno.e deba te but 

address ed a 140nday Club meeting l a ter in the week. His speeoh 
was reaard4&d as relatively conoiliat~ in that .he apP:$e.red 
to agree to contrQlof secuxi t1 remaining' with vlestminatel' 
until the present emer -ency ended. His as sooia t i on with t he 
extremist Monday Club was not" however t 11k.e;;l.yto f i nd hUn 
f avour with the moderate ma jor1t ,. o·f Conserva t1ve$. 

Mr 'V!h1 t.law was strobg1y sUpported by the Young Conservati V6$ . 

The!r g&neralsupport for moderation in PartY' pollo!.es was 

acknowledged by Hr Heath in his closing pea oh. Mr Heatht s 
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reference to' NO'rthern Ire~and waabr1e:t,but be raade it 
cl.ear that it was the intention of' the British Government 
t 'o enaUI"e the 6001a1 and political rights of !l.! the 
peOple of Nort hern ,Ireland. He did not :fi nd it necessary 
to re·pea t theassuran<l$ given by Mr Whitelaw that Nort hern 
I r eland woul.d not be incorporated in la united Ireland 
without the consent of the Ituajority. 

Despite the strong Uni onistdelega'tion, at Blackpool 
and the vociferous propagation of their viewpoint bOth 
illaia. and 0uts1de the Conterence Jiall, the ll.et result 
for them o'ould only be regarded ~s n egat1vt. ThiS" at 
a:rq rate. appeared t o be the me as age that pea,ched th. 
Unionist area • . Qf Belf'ast"wber$ riot1tlg brGke out on the 
night f ollow1llg Mr \fui tel.aw'sspeeeh and has sinc.' 

intens,lf1e' • 

(JvJ 


	1.jpg
	2.jpg

