
NATIONAL ARCHIVES 
 

IRELAND 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Reference Code:    2003/16/468 

Title:  Copy letter from Donal O’Sullivan, Ambassador 

of Ireland to Great Britain, to HJ McCann, 

Secretary of the Department of Foreign Affairs, 

reporting a meeting with Stan Orme MP, 

regarding the proposed plebiscite on the 

constitutional position in Northern Ireland. 

Creation Date(s):  9 November 1972 

Level of description:   Item 

Extent and medium:   3 pages 

Creator(s): Department of the Taoiseach 

Access Conditions:   Open 

Copyright:  National Archives, Ireland. May only be 

reproduced with the written permission of the 

Director of the National Archives. 

Department of the Taoiseach TSCH/3: Central registry records

© National Archives, Ireland



Department of the Taoiseach TSCH/3: Central registry records

© National Archives, Ireland

lo,vembe:r9th, 1972 

Dear Seer.tar, 

17 GrOsveDOr lace 
SWU 1BR 

III Iq report to 70U of ,.aterdq following rq t&l.k v1 th 

M.sera. W1.1eon ,1t.D4 •••• I told JOu that I 'WU arrang1Qg 

for a cbi! t thie morDiDg. 

I oOT.red tul17 with h1m 'he d1fferent po1nt. in '3CIU.r: 

br1efil'lg DOte and gave h1Ia, as rq personal sugg.stiOns , 

the alternative t xte ot 'the boquest1oD8 in the iord.-

Bill. 

imprQvement on the e:d.ating queat10u .&Dd said he ould 

atudy th_ ",ery cereful17. IUs Viewe on the whole que tion 

of the pleb10cl te arc ndead al.mo8t1dent1cal .i th our own. 

11h11e the , b-our ..l; art)' 1e e.lmGst certai'n to press for ch el!l 

ih the ex1etlJ1g qlUtst1on8., tan OrID. is not very ho ' ef'ul 

that 8lIlendmente c be carried. He described t he second 

question, 08 ,an 1ftsult to our Govornment but,neverthelese.. 

113 .not hopeful. that formal consulta tions with us wi 1 take 

pl.ace. 

It now see1llS t hat t he second read1J3g ot the !order Bill. 

is being pOstponed till MoDd, we.k bec use 0: t ,he urgency 

ot the debate on the economic 8ituation which wil l take place 

on Tu scle,y., . e4nesday .:od hursday next . The orthern 

Iroland group in the Labour )arty .hope to ge'; approv:e1of 

the arty at a ID .t1~ thi8 ~ttJrnoon to put f orward a 

reasoned aaendaent of the Bill lnthe course of the second 

Wha't the oontent of the reasoned, amendment would be 

• '. e,/ ••• 
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U . 1.1 :1 to 11\01 de 
' . 0'1 M.8 

Vi" or 

~ber clarification o;f , t .18 ee:n:ti. b7 tu Irish 

Dimena.10D • 

. <r Onne to! that i t haS tlOw b~$D d.fin1 te17 4"14 

t:1 h t t .,. rill :1_1: t on tb release 

of the hi t lap lE" in advano. ,ot the pl: bl$cd:te. 

Jr. ,..u-tu137 comra1'ted hiIa.elf 
/C<hv~~ 

on thi 1tl pr! te _at ... _ "ith Dl_be~8 of th Oppo.et tion. 

PO"1ba 1f~s. 1t'l. 

, th tl1e ' orth .. If wte of the 

. ' 1t taktbl t th1S 8t~.. tb&r , : roUld "-

sup ort . 0 b arl,. w1 thdra a1 ot' the ' 1'"1n1 

'thi in 1. t 1t' 1 . clear 1: ' 1'ctlon s t o 

o . inion .tnt'M COlmt17 .1s 44WelOp1:os. - , ,erea ia 81&0 

ln e bour t7 1l'l f 'VC>ur' ot tb' 1rlg 

of polio)" e t'Or greater COl1CeJ1tr · tlon P;r 
-'mber 0 ' e conomio , 1tuat1Dn. ! t lar 1$ 

d bout orth that 

Stn me found j / necesaa.r.r to take part, yeetel'do.y 

aft moon in thde t. on the Gc-anomia s i u.a.t1,OIl. 

I t appears , t apta1n Job :at- . ft. led a. 'el ... 11on tro 

to_batl.. ea ye -ter-daT ,or teJJcs th r8pl'esetlt t1vea 

'0 ' th po11t1cal.p !he purpo of the vtstt we. 

'\0 urge t he ed1, t pl aiDg .0:£ add1 t10:M:l Un.1 te of tile 

~nt ·0 ,.uta " t i vel" of th~ {f. D • • i n the ewtovnbut.1e-r 

ar·, beoauee of the ' pidl)" r$a,. si t\lat1oll t here. 

'rh , orthern Irel 

SeD rat 

oup will bol"t be he:V1~ 

on vi th ... r . ""'u'1kner, wi tb th ' 

I 
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~ told .. :, in tb etr10test ~Qbf1d,enoe. ~bat the 

;altu , 1.ouin the 'lJ? is V(Jr3 UptM-ttlDc. fbAlr.e 18 

.. 10 . ~ dis ' eJ)S1011 lI~th1n, 'tit. I.P'OUJ) atd, _ oPf,ttl l~t 

18 _t .xclUdect. ApIU"t bOJll 8IQ'1ag t.b.at l' 1 , not a 

to\1ld ao't go 

l'egeri tile 

fl.lq o,t hi. ' 

f'or. 8 eo,llltion as dis-antro_. 

They tU:"e' JInlCh to na~j.oUl1st, 1c chara~t._ Md thi.$ :tee. 

new wh1ch dZ71tt »w :sbares. 

n the v: ole,. 'the ~"pres8tOll 1 ' ,from: ,tb .tit w '._ 

of cOlW:1d~ b1e Blooa about the posatbll1 t7 0,' reac1d.ft8 

eat1sfact'OS7, , olut:100fl''17 u1~,. 

l';. u J'. I' A" 
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