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J 
Earlier today I talked to David O 'Conne ll, the Vice-President of Sinn 

Fein and I put to him the large question - What right has the 

provisional I . R. A. to wage war on behalf of the Irish people or any 

section of them . He said there were 2 justifications, the first 

arising from the right to defence against attacks - attacks 

specifically by Stormont and the second justification he asserted was 

that the provisional I.R.A. would contend that they were pursuing the 

historic claims of the Irish people to self-determination without 

interference from Britain - a right written in the proclamation of 

1916 and - he said - asserted on 5 occasions in this century. Also 

earlier today I talked to Sean MacStiof~in . I asked him first of all 

in a lengthy interview which'we have condensed, did he think that 

anything Mr. Heath had said or did or the British Government had said 

or done recently had changed his attitude. And he said if by our 

attitude you mean determination to continue the armed struggle until 

demands have been me t then no. They have said nothing and they have 

done nothing - he meant the British Government - which had changed 

this attitude . I asked him, therefore, if he thought there was any 

realistic chance of making the British change their mind . I put it to 

him that the bombing campaign in the North had been declining recently~ 

He said you get ebb and flow in every war and certainly in every 

guerrilla campaign. But he said I can say with confidence 

that we can escalate at will and if we were not in that position we 

would be out of business. I asked him then if it was in the long term 

that they wished to drive the British out and he said when we met 

Whitelaw and Co. during the Summer we suggested a date I think 

January 1975 and we also feel, he said, if I might add, at this 

point, the declarations we demanded from the British Government would 

have the effect of bringing many Unionist people in the North to grips 

with reality. They would realise that the British have used them for 

years, that they were going to jettison them and they had no further 

use for them. Se an HacStiofain said that in a conference with 

Unionists he believed they could achieve a solution based on the 

proclamation/ 
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proclamation of Easter week which guaranteed equal rights and equal 

opportunities. 

I put it to him that the very breath of the notion that the British 

were about to l eave had had the very r everse affect . It had formed 

the U. D . A., U~ . F ., L.A.W . Mr . Craig had come to the fore and his 

reply - well I think this very splintering of the Unionist 

population shows confusion among the ir ranks and it arises from the 

suspension of Stormont . Ne feel that this disunity among them and 

the confusion which is among them at th e present moment will help us 

to achieve our full objective. But apart from the confusion I 

suggested it has also e ngendered militancy and he said it is well to 

keep in mind that quit e a numbe r of killings have been carried out by 

under cover British army agents and under cover British army personnel. 

Did he then discount the U. D . A . , U.V .F. and tartan gangs and so 

forth as a militant force. And he said certainly not; only a fool 

would do that. But he said let me say this we hope that common 

sense will prevail with the leaders of these organisations, that 

they will realis e the same a s we the leadership of the republican 

movement realis e that a bloody sectarian civil war would benefit 

no one. And if I can do anything h e said with this interview, if I 

get that point across, we will have achieved something . 

I am quite sure, he went on, that due to the circumstanc e s of history 

a number of people, quite an appr e ciable number of people, that we 

have been talking about would have been antagonistic towards us and 

our ideas even without the campaign of armed struggle. For example 

look at the reaction that the peaceful demonstrations provoked 

several years ago . He said the impression I want to give is this 

that we are hoping civil war can be avoided. He said I am not 

saying we are confident it can be avoided. I am saying we are 

hoping that it will be a vo ided . We are hoping that even at this 

late hour those who are moving towards a civil war position will 

have second thoughts in the matter . But I asked what grounds for 

this hope have you given, that you intend apparently to continue a 

bombing/ 
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bonbing campaign which has a lr eady e nge nde r ed some violence on the 

othe r side and if continued would shortly e ng e nde r mor e . He said well 

now lets get our fa c ts right it has , I suppose it is correct to say, 

engendered some violence but this is b ecause our motives have been 

misunderstood and b e caus e ma ny of our a ctions have been deliberately 

misrepresent ed. He said we have n e v e r dir e cted any of our operations 

against people on account of their religion. Our operations have 

been directed against British Arny personnel, D.D.R. personnel, 

R.D.C. personnel, and against e conomic targets and administrative 

targets. But I put it to him that this was a euphemism and he said 

that he directed activity against e conomic targets. It means I 

said you blow up buildings whe r e p e ople work; whe n the buildings 

are blown up the p eople have no work. He said the r e is always a very 

good r e ason for any factory that was a tt a cked a nd ~ f you check the 

records you will find that very few factories were in fact attacked 

and that t hos e tha t were a ttacke d had notorious r e cords as f ar as 

sect a rian d i scriminat ion in employme nt was conce rned. Now turn i ng to 

the ~olitical sce n e as h e saw it, he once a gain d e ma ndej that the 

Br i t:i. sh Governme n t recognise the right s of the Irish p e ople as a 

whole, acting as a single unit, to decide the future of Ir e land. 

The British h e says hav e made up their minds as to the t yp e of 

solution they int e nd to impose on the Irish p e ople a nd I think we 

have got to look at things in that light . Whatever solution the 

British intend to impo se they will not b e i mposing it on the ~eople 

in the North alone; they will b e imposing a solution on the Irish 

people as a whole and th ." s cor,1es back to our argument that we want 

the Irish p eop l e as a whole t o b e give n the opportunity to find 

their own solution that this is where we cla sh head on with the 

Brit i sh. We will not a cce pt a Briti s h imposed solution . Some t ime 

ago we called for an a ll Ireland confe r e nc e so tha t the Irish p e ople 

themselves could come up with a solution to what :s the Ir i sh 

problem. And we feel that this conference should be h eld as soon 

as possibl e . Tha t means that t he r e has got t o be a bit of give and 

take among the var -~ous groupings, but it mea ns that if the confer e nce 

is / 
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is h e ld we can come u p with a soluti on that can be presented to the 

Br itish as t h e Iri sh peopl e 's alt e rnative to t h e proposals that 

they wo uld impose on the p e opl e agai n. Cbviously, h e we nt on, 

the republican movement will play a leading part in the conference 

but all involved Northe rn gr oupings would a l so participate . Such 

a conference without meaningfu l protestant or uni onist representation 

would be me a ningless. 

Mr. MacSt iofain asserted that he believed that the Br i tish 

Government ' s deter mi nat i on to impose a solution would disappear if 

the c o nferenc e came up wi th an acceptable Irish solution and we 

a sked him what kind of a solution . 

he said we would be pushing our own proposa ls and we would hope to 

have the opportunity of e xplaining them in detail . V,i e hav e said 

many times that we would we lcome and do welcome dialogue with any 

Protestant organisation in t h e :~ ortho I do not want to us e the term 

?rotestant he said but it is u navoidable . We f ee l that contact with 

them and dialogue with them. In this we would convince them 

that we are not their enemies" We feel t ha t we have a lot in 

common with any organis a ti o n that genuinely represents ordinary 

people. Were they, therefore , wil l ing to negotiat e on their 

proposals? They are a basis for discussion he said, We would 

obviously scrap t h em not scrap them or a l t er them radically b u t 

there is room within the f r ame work of the proposals for a fair 

bit of mano e u vre . We can assur e the Protestants that the ir rights 

would be safeguarded r vIe ll any Protestants that have been killed 

by the I. n .A. have b e en killed because they h ave been serving in 

one or other of the British occupation forces, so h e assert ed . Th e 

facts are these he said that the origins of all the violence in 

Ir e l and, al l the responsibility for the violence in Ir e land rests 

fairly and squar e l y on the British Gover nme nt. Did h e there fore 

contend that there was no wa y out but violence and he said we 

b e li eve that by arme d st~ugg l e a lo ne c a n we a chi eve our objectives . 

Do/ 
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Do you s ee any b asis at all for dialogu e wi th those who think 

diff e rently, f or instance i n the r ece nt t 3 1k ab out nego t ia t e d 

indepe nde nce which John Taylor has ta lked ~bou t ~ nd various other 

p e opl e . And he s a id we would like to know r athe r mor e about wha t 

~r . Ta ylor means by negotiated indepe nde nc e , what the obj ec t of 

th ~ s n e gotia t e d i ndenende n ce would be . For example he said a 

nego t~a t ed i ndependenc e could l ead to the establishme nt of a 

perma n e nt tot al itar ian regime i n the No rth i n wh i ch t h e minori ty 

within the 6 county a r ea would be very badly tr eated by the people 

i n powe r t h e r e , the same as is ha ppe ning in Rhodes i a . What we 

would like to see h e said is to see Mr. Tayl or and his friends 

taking an int e r e st in our proposals, part i cularly in our Regional 

Gove rnme nt propos a l s in D~il Ul a dh . I f he and his friends got down 

to a serious s t udy of them that m ~ ght possibly l ead to a b asis of 

d :·.alogu e between p eople who t hink l ike Mr . Taylor a nd p e ople who 

think like us. Then wi th the pl eb e sci te s a nd the local elec tions 

comi ng up i n the No rth, was t h e r e a ny po s s ib ilit y I ~ sked him tha t 

politically the Sinn Fe in move me n t . of which he represented the 

military arlT.',might fi nd i t profitable to e nga ge i n politics, at 

l e ast for th e moment the b at tle being lull ed. Well he s aid the r e 

ar e all kinds of obstacle s in the way of republicans fighting a 

pol i tical f igh t in t h e North. Sinn Fe in is b a nne d; the r e are 

all kinds of r epublica ns contesting local e l ec tions and the n e w 

proposals for loca l government could b e seen ~ s the thin e n j of 

the wedge leading to a r e constructe d Stormont and we would have 

to move very warily he said in that direction. Also there are all 

kinds of difficultie s r egarding oaths and declarations. Well 

supposing some means we r e found to a llow them, or the y wer e enabled 

somehow to contest the Nor t h e rn e:e ctions, would you think as the 

military.mind of the r epubl i c a n moveme n t tha t it would b e worthwhile 

trying this in principle . That a ny partic ~ pation in local elections 

would b e a collectiv e dec i s j.on b e tween the combined leadership, the 

leadership of the r epubl ican movement to dec7_d e but h e thought at 

the mome nt it was ver y much p i e i n th e sky. But one n o t ed that 

the y/ 
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they had not con t es t p d e l ections in the Republic . There was no 

Sinn Fein candida te in the mid-Cork by -elec '- ion . Were they 

reluctant to put thear ideals to the test? Under present 

circumstances h e said we see no point in cont cs t ~'_ ng the odd by­

election. The odds h e said were loaded in favour of what he called 

professional political parties in by-elections and he f e lt that the 

time was not opportune to contest general election s either - Of 

course th e y would have to ta 1 -_e into consideration the circumstances 

that existed whene ve r a general e l e ction was called. If a general 

election was call e d in the near future, for example he said I doubt 

v e ry much if the r epublica n move me nt would cont e st it. The Sinn 

Fein organisation have s tated that they intend to conte st the local 

e lections in the 26 counties next year and this is regarded as a 

step in the right direction if we are to have, he said, suitable 

candidates in the right organisations in c e rta in othe r countries 

certain othe r conditions. We believe tha t by a rmed struggle alone 

he said again we can achieve our objectives . Now that was the 

substance of an int e rview I had with Sean MacStio~ain. 

fact in the early hours of this morning. 

It was in 
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