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While the discussiom which lasted more tham throe hours
renged over a wide and varied field, this report is
confined to the Anglo~Irish aspects. The Prime iMinister
had with him 8ir ilec Douglas-Home, Jecretary of State
for Foreign and Commomwealth Affairs, The Rt. Hon.

4r Purke Tremd, “ecretary of the Cabinet and

Hr. fcbert irmstromg, Frincipal FPrivate Zecretary.

The Taolseach was acoompanied by the Ambassador.

In the course of a comprehensive introductory statement,
the Taclseach:-

1. edverted to the disabilities under which the
minority in the North have existed for over 50
years;

2. expressed satisfaction with the line taken in the
Oreen Faper, noted that UDI and integration are
out and that a return to Stormomt, as it was,
is not contemplated;

3. warnly welcomed the concept of an “"Irish dimension™
which he stressed would need to be givem meaningful
expression;

4. welcomed the idea of a Council of Ireland which, he
said, should be stromg and have evolutionary

respenetbilities; Zronltilics

5. said he was grestly encouraged by the statement in
the Creen laper that any solution reached for the
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Forth must be acceptable to and acceptable by the

Hepudlic. Here the Taoisesch lald special

ervhasis on the faoct that the solution reached,
i %H/// in order to be workable, must have the support
g %%& and goodwill of the Republic. e strongly urgsd, ., /, .
%&% @Lx [ X the setting us%giﬁm-

multi-party executive;

6. igein reiterated his odjoctions to the proposed
plebiscite and to the stark nature of the twe
gquestions proyosed, Te mentioned the pressure
which nu»..n& for the holding of a simultaneous
plebliecite in the Southj

7. 1f the plebiscite goes ahead, the ¥hite laper should
precede it.

The Tacissach then went on to infors the Frime Hinister
of the circumstances of the arrest of Hacltiofdin., The
arrent and charge of Macitiofdin would, unioubtedly, face
the Teoiseamoh with a strong reaction at home.

The Taoiseanch Q\mqag to the imstruction given to Radie
Telef{a ﬁugui\.,aog from interviewing members of the
IRA. Recause of the ficuting of this instruction in the
case of Macttioffin, the Telef{s Iireann Authoritdhe

had been sacked that evening and/th® new duthority
appointed. This action, too, was bound t¢ bring serious
ettacke on the Government. A New leglslation {9 facilitate
is to be introduced

p the apprehension of merhbers

[ € _

Aclge” ™ [1n the D11 on Yonday. This legislatien, 1f ajproved,
%gwrﬁﬁngﬁgﬁfﬁwgﬁé.g

S~ doudt, zive rise to an outery on the grounds that 1t s

o

NMLC hm\ uncharacteristic of democratic legislation and it may
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indesd by challenged as unconstitutional.

Here the Taoiseach firmly underlined his determinution

not to be deflected from his resolve to deal with the

IRA because of the trouble he iz likely te face from these
developments. He mentioned the Zpecial Court and said
that out of some 130 cases tried before it, thers have been
107 convictions, JHo spoke of the difficulties with

vhich the Government is being faced in finding eccommodation
for all these prisoners.

The Taociseach finally deal$ in comniderable detail with

the recent sllegations by a large group of priesss in the
Rorth that people in the Catholie ghettos continued to be
subjected to harassment and brutality by the armed forces.

The Prime Minister, in reply, welcomed the opporiunity
torao@nthumnﬁthmm He vas glad
to see that there is a considerable meeting of minds
between them on many of the iesues t0 be faced. The
Britich Covernment nmow wante to move shead rapidly but
they have yet to clear their minds on the precise content
and timing of the Vhite Maper. There are arguments for
and sgainst the issue of it in sdvance of the plebiscite.
They are alresdy firmly committed to holding the plobiscite
a® soon ne the legislative and other preoedures permit
but the timing will, naturslly, take full account of the
geourity situation. Here the Teaoisgeach szain urged that
the “hite rmper should issue first,

n the Council of Ireland, the 'rime Hinister sgrecd that
he oould see it having important fumections in the economic
and sogial spheree cspecinily in the context of the Common
Harket, There could be "congpultatiom, discussion and
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contact” with Dublin on the scope of the Council dut
he could not agree to "negotiation” on 1t. The Prime
¥inister agreed later to a significant advance on this

position.

The Prime Hinister exprossed appreciation of the efforts
being made by the Taoiseach to desl with the IRA, EHe
regarded the aprrehension of Macltioffin as an important
step. e wished the Taoiseach well with the new
legislative proposale and added that similar legislatiom
may be wvhat is needed in the North. The Taocisesch
expressed himeself as disturbed at the tendemecy at this
end to contimue to blame him for mot doing mere adbout the
IRA and the Prime Miniaster indicated understanding.

The Frime ¥inister shoved considerable interest in the
action taken in relation to Teleffs Niresmn. This led

to a general discuseion on the problems which governmente
face with television and radio services. The Frime
Minister admitted that he has his prodlems $o0 and would
wish at times to be able to take the same forthright actiom
againat the FRC,

The FPrime Finister comsulted his papers on the complaints
by the priests about hersssment and brutality. iccording
to the evidence available to him, these complaints are
greatly exaggerated. The matter will continue to bde
locked into in the greatest detail. Ivery emncouragement
should be given to those who have complaints to report
them in the proper quarters. The Taoiseach could feel
assured that all complaints will be fully and impartially
investigated and appropriate consegquemntial action taken.
It seomed a bit ludicrous, however, for Pather ¥Wilson
to see Mr. Vhitelaw recently and to miss the opportunity

/
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of putting these complainte before him,

In the course of further discussion the Taciseach again
urged the need for an Assenbly in the Forth with a
multi-party executive. Furthemmore, discrimination rmust
be finally outlaved so that the two communities can at
last learn to live and work together.

Reunification will continue to be the ideal of the

overwhelming majority of the Irish people. It iz an ideal
sty Lxfrr ooy

for whieh there must be full scope for Lpslesssion, ckseessed

by the minority in the Forth.

Ixpression should be given to the congept of an Irish
umuulwm“ttmupotnotmcemulggrﬂm
which should have real evolutiomary 511iTiee. The
Taoiseach regretted that the Prime Minister could not agree
to negotiations about the scope and functions of the

Jouncil., The Taociseach then asked whether the 'rime

Minister could not at any rate agree %o early meetings
between officials on both sides in order to contribute towards
a2 suitable proposal. The Prime Minister indicated that he
would agree to this,

¥ith great candour and considerable force the Taoiseach,
in a concluding statement, appesled to the Irime Hinister
to make the most of the present opportunities and to avold
repeating the mistekes of the past., If correot and
couragecus decisions are not taken now trouble will erupt
sgain. The restoration of peace then could prove a much
more difficult matter. It was vitally essential in his
view that the new Assenbly in the North should give the
minority a voice in the rumning of the area and that the
minority should have a pluce in its executive, It was no
less important that the Council of Ireland should be

. .../...

. © National Archives, Ireland



TSCH/3: Central registry records Department of the Taoiseach

-y

& strong one and should have built into it the possibility
of evolution. If the right structures are now proposed
the Taoiseach indicated thet he will be prepared to accept
and support them, NHe will also be prepared to congider
the possibility of handling the security problem on an
all Ireland basis.

The Prime Hinister said he welcomed this very frank
statement by the Taoiseach. He would teke particular
note of what was said and he again repeated that there
was & good deal of common ground between them. They
should keep in close touch in the monthe ahead and he
wag always ready %o talk to the Taciseach.

The discussion ended with & brief exchange of views on
what might be said to the prees.

The atmosphere throughout was most cordial.

g
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