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TRACHA 

ILE ATHA CLlATH 2 1
1
''- DUBLIN 2 

IMHEDIATE t:,"" ~ ~ . 
i";\~\I'V /,f /~.~ 

I V" ~~~~ 
Dear 6 SUillefain ~ ~ rt;1/'V 
I attach a note of one aspect of a conversation 
I had with the Br itish Ambassador thi s afternoon 
dealing with the Di plock Report . 

While the Ambassador proposes to deliver to me 
tomorrow morning for the Taoiseach a copy of 
the Report and accompanying document , I think 
that the Taoiseach may wish to know irr~ediately 
what is in the attached minute . 

While the po int at 2 . of the minute could be 
explained away on the basis that the police in 
the North cannot be trusted as impartial , 
points 2. and 3 . taken together could be regarded 
as criticism of our re cent legis l at i on and may 
be relevant in the Strasbourg context . 

The Minister for J ustice and the Attorney General 
may wish to be aware of the matt e r immedia tely in 
case they should consider it desirable or necessary 
to ma ke a comme nt whe n the rte port is pub lished . 

Your s s incere ly 

D. 6 Suilleabh~in , Uas. 
Runa l 
Roinn an Taoisigh 
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In the CQl1.t"S,8 ofa (tall on, me tbls aftetnoon 
abou.t a number of mattel's, the :Britlsh Ambassad.ol' 
told me that the Dlploek Report would be p'U~b11shed 
tomQI'1'OW afte'ft(~on and thst it was lnttUlded to gl1ie 
the Taolseach. aaadvance aotl.rte '$V copy tOlBo'l"i'QW 
mo'rning together with a note inviting attention to, 
tnree points which might be of special lnterest to lUh 
The Ambassador told me that, owj.ng to, the delay in 
sl.lrfsc. mall, he has not.yet , received a e~pu of the 
Report but" . cQt}t,l'ary to b,is InstJ!!uctions' -1 1et me 
haves passing glanoe at the piece of paper he would 
be delivering tomorrow with the Repol't. The following 
three points wel". referred to tnere11uw 

1. The Report speaks ot the desi1"shillty of improvement 
of criminal ptoceduresunder the Detention of 
Terrori.sts a.prsngements but emphasises that they 
mu.st have regard to .Artlale6 of the Eu.ropean 
Convention on Human IUghts .• 

2. The Report commented that while it may be possible 
els.ewhe1"e to ac.aept a statemento! the belte! of 
a polIce of1'iee.r as evidence of an off.nee thi ,s 
cOllld not be aQcepted In the spec1al olrotnnstanaes 
in Northern Ireland. 

3. ~:P,o', toolll, d not aecePt"fal1ure . t,o," deny ~~ 
. . '. ship e~ an 1'1:1'31aJ&~tl"6fl as evidence 
of an otrenee~ -

Tbe I)ieee of paper goes on to suggest that the foregoing· 
might be interpreted as a critIcism of our Q.ffenoes agai!i1l:t 
the State (Jlmendment ) Act, 1972, but proaeeds te .ensure 
us. that this Is not. $0. 
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