TSCHY/3: Central registry records Department of the Taoiseach

NATIONAL ARCHIVES

IRELAND

Reference Code: 2003/16/561

Title: Copy letter from Ambassador of Ireland to
Great Britain Donal O’Sullivan to HJ McCann,
Secretary of the Department of Foreign Affairs,
reporting on a meeting with Secretary of State
for Northern Ireland William Whitelaw
regarding a proposed plebiscite on the
constitutional position of Northern Ireland.

Creation Date(s): 30 June, 1972

Level of description: Item

Extent and medium: 3 pages

Creator(s): Department of the Taoiseach

Access Conditions: Open

Copyright: National Archives, Ireland. May only be

reproduced with the written permission of the
Director of the National Archives.

© National Archives, Ireland



TSCHY/3: Central registry records Department of the Taoiseach

17 Grosvencr Flace
S¥1X THR

Deaxr JSeavetary

This is to confirm end add te whet I told you on the telephons
yesterday afternoon following my c2ll on the Seexretary of
State for Northern Ireland. He was, obviouwmly, under great
preszure ond my mesting with him lasted only about twenty
mimates.

When I told him wvhat the purpose of ay call was he ssked ne
to convey bis apologies to the Tsolsesch for having 4o move
#0 quickly on the plebiscite question. BHe fully realised
that this is a matter on which the Taciseach has serious
reservations. Bowever, the pressures on him from the
mejority side are so great that he had to make 2 mowve.

¥r, Vhitelaw went on to say that all his sctions since the
initiative have been in the direetion of placeting the
ﬁmw..ztiawmtmmgmﬁmmmam
congtitutionel preblem but the majority did met regaxrd thess
as sufficient, They are on the point of exploding and he
is now aitting on a powder keg, He very mueh hoped that the
Taoiseach would understend his difficulties and the axtreme
riegk of a Proteatant ocutdtwurst,

I them covered in my owm words each of the points in the
Wriefing note you sent me, Ls I disposed of emeh point he
renarked that he fully agreed that it had great wvelidity.
But e hes to take chences in an sffort to bring both
communities along widhadsbmarchiB$erhohad deslt with the
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I could teke it that whatever arrangement is eome to it is no¥
part of their intention here to rastore fho'typu of Stormont
vhich exisbted previously, It was aiﬁply s dismater.

He then agked me to let the Taciseach know that he does not
regerd himself es definitely committed to a plebiscite in
Septerber, As far as he could recall the indication he had
given wes that the plebiscite would probably be in September
or not before September. If the internal situation in the
North was unfavourable in Jeptember then he would gonsider
himself quite free to delay the plsbiscite to a more epportune
time.

The next few wesks, he said, are cruecial. Unfertunately the
“rotestants have plans for elaborate merches on the 12th July
and these could be highly dangsrous,

During reaent deys he has been making heartfelt appesls through
various ¢hannels, for soms easing of the 'no-go' areas in

the Bogside and Creggan. If there is a favourable response this
will be an enormous help in enabling him 4o calm down the
Protestant element., He was stlll swelting the results of his
efforts. It was just possible that he may be able to say
something to the House later in the evening,

It may be of some significance that while I was walting in

Mr, Whitelaw's private office for him te arrive there was

a good deal of telephoning to ensure that his next visitor wam
not brought there but was to be put into another room., As I

left I obaerved —through the half-open door of

an adjoining office. She could well have been one of
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Mr. Vhitelaw's channels of mimttaa_

¥e had dinner at her home on NMonday evening and she told me
vwhen I was leaving that she would have to0 remein awske as
Daithi 6 Comeil wes to telephons her at | aum.

I took the opportunity during my call to give Mr. Whitelew
the text of the Taoiseash's reply to Deputy Cosgrave on
Wedneadey, and the text of the Supplementaries. Ne said he
bad been a bit worried at what he heéd resd in the Guardisn,
Fortunately nobedy had raised the Guardisn repeort in the
Dabate in the House earlier in the aftermoon. Fe then read
carefully the text I had given him and seid it presented

a significantly different picture from thet given by ,.
Simon Winchester. There was nothing in the Taoissach's reply
with which he could in any wey disagree.

Tours sincerely

Ak v, et el AN

Donal O'Sulliven

H J MoCann Enq
gwhmtothrtmm
Dublin 2
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