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opposi t ion to th& pl ebi s cita id0cl buth i n princ iple cl nd in ~ra ct 1ce. 

s pread desi r e f or i t . It i s p05~iblc therefore t hdt Mr . ~hitel aw ~ s 

stat emen~ , i 5 a smal l 

whi ch would ~ndble Mr . Whit e10w ~ o dela y dny act ion on i t. 

The advant ages to arit~i n in havlng a pl ebiscite a r e 

1 . As the r esul t 1s a f ore0oDa conclusion t he unioni st 
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can tak~ dny of :our poas ib l.o co urses ef action 

(1) Ir5.sh 
" I~. '."'hr) ~"'i ·t, o>. '.'+ o··f? T'l-"" :; 1:H,>(4 1>" " ,.0 po ~; " 11dl.·tv· .". '''' ''l . 1> •• "l"." ,,-.. ~ ... ""' ....... "".. .. "'~~ , ... ~ .... > ,f~ 

('i ) To say (1) above but to go en to suggest that the 
minorlty :r0cord their vote~ iJnYVJay: 

( ~ .. ~ ) .l.:t.:.. 

(iv ) 

TO' recommend that tht.~ min.ol;;Vty in the Nor·t h shoul d 

not pclrtic:i.p..:ItG in such d pl ebiscit0; 

To follovv out the l o\1(l.l (! 
r or r '1 ) \ ~. preceding by having <." 

p10bir;cito on the sarn,* O':IY in tht::, rest of the COtmt!" l_ 

The ~dvdnt()gG (.If (1) and (15.1 )... is ·that trH~Y .:.u'e cloar cut formuli.l~ , 

DlsadvantagG 5 a.rc 

(a ) They do nothing positive. 

(b) The generality of Government policy about the North 
has been progressive and forward looking; ignoring 
or recommending cl boycott r ega rding a plebiscite 
r everIes this cycle. 

(c) Nothing i s discovered about the actual views of people 
in the North , particularly if (iil) is followed and 

(cl) It is not certain thcl t the minority would fallow the 
Government's view in the matter. 

~i) ('..l? .. wM j -!n i.i sense to contrad ict (i). If t however, such .advice were 
followed it could have the advantage of .rt:cording a vote ag<Slinst 

the present constitutional statu9 of Northern IrGla nd which would 
be a majority in large areas of the North. If' this should haF1t)en 

the argument made by the Taoiseach on Cl numbe l.~ of occasions thut 
Unionism 15 in a minority in more than half the area of Northern 
Ireland might be established. As against this there is the ri sk 
that. given that the overall r esult is known in advanco i much of 
the minority would choose not to vote at all and it is reasonably 
sure thdt many would be advised not to vote by one or both wings/ 
of Sinn F6in. This ha ' the added disddvanta,e that the ~ote against 
the present constitutioDtll status of Northern Irel and could drop 
'Nk ll be lo'r'lf the £i{jure of 40%. 

:0:-.'" 
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reu:w:r;ks. 

indicdt ~ ~n (~veI'whelml.ng VOtH 1n Ir("iL;md dS ~~ ~',h~;)le f CiI' 

I· ... ~ ,, 1) U .... { .I>,{' 
.fw..,f,.. & , ;J:I .; It t..-.,,,, t.t . ; 

Cb) By having a ~lebi scite here the Government &re enabled 

Cc) 

( d) 

counties as wall so as to show the naticndl will as a 
. \.'V~\b .le,%' there ar0) two <i;lc.lvant';'1 9ia-s in this: Fi:rst 1y f c) 

masliiv~~ vot~ 1n ti'wsix counti('~ s w:1.11 almost certainly 
show that a very la rge part oftthat ~rea is in principle 
i n filvo ur of Irlsh tird.ty thus \"Jf.:('lkerd,ng furt her the 
carefully cultivated' unionist idea that the North was a 
unioni$t st,,~te ; secondly it would get ohe ~)DLP off 

something of a hook as MX'. Hume $ for ex~~mple J reconlmend(~d 

a plebiscite lome years ago in order to take the border 
i!& s ue O\.rt of d.:il y-to-dd}' poll t lGS clnd thirdly it wou.ld 

put thf..~ Alliance Pal~ty" the NILP dnd ethex's in the 
pos ition of having to decide what their fundamental view 
~bout, Northe:cn Irql~nd r~,~ll\!' is .... or fo:r:c~~ t hem tCJ tdke 

n"~ view at all; 

On this one iSlue it would spread politics right across 
the border le. one could ' nvisage politicians from here 
campaigning on the matter in the North and opposition 
poli'tician5 from the North campaigning here. P¥ycholog:tc,*l 1y 

this 'Nould do ~ greut deal to insert Dublin directly into 
Northern politics; 

It would also of course tend to wreck the notion -tha.t a 
plebisclte confined to Northern Irelclnd only is reali~)tic 

poll tics in terms of /\nglo-I.rish reldtion~:.; 
i 

! 
I 

(e) It would over-tdke any movement on the par't 
which might possibly recommend a boycott of 

of oth-er groups \ 
; 
! a plebiscite 

,by. the minority in the NorthG 

The di~iadv~ntages£.tl£So naf3'd to be examined. They include 

(a) Technical difficulties - the expense might be queried. 

( b) Votes are available at th~ ~ge of 18 in tha North but not 
hers - this might require the prepa.r~lti on of Q. special 

""'I voting register (perhaps this could be tie~with the 
,recent commitment to h,::.lve ~) referendum on the quest;ion 

of Yot(:s fiit 18). 
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something of a hook as MX'. Hume $ for ex~~mple J reconlmend(~d 

a plebiscite lome years ago in order to take the border 
i!& s ue O\.rt of d.:il y-to-dd}' poll t lGS clnd thirdly it wou.ld 

put thf..~ Alliance Pal~ty" the NILP dnd ethex's in the 
pos ition of having to decide what their fundamental view 
~bout, Northe:cn Irql~nd r~,~ll\!' is .... or fo:r:c~~ t hem tCJ tdke 

n"~ view at all; 

On this one iSlue it would spread politics right across 
the border le. one could ' nvisage politicians from here 
campaigning on the matter in the North and opposition 
poli'tician5 from the North campaigning here. P¥ycholog:tc,*l 1y 

this 'Nould do ~ greut deal to insert Dublin directly into 
Northern politics; 

It would also of course tend to wreck the notion -tha.t a 
plebisclte confined to Northern Irelclnd only is reali~)tic 

poll tics in terms of /\nglo-I.rish reldtion~:.; 
i 

! 
I 

(e) It would over-tdke any movement on the par't 
which might possibly recommend a boycott of 

of oth-er groups \ 
; 
! a plebiscite 

,by. the minority in the NorthG 

The di~iadv~ntages£.tl£So naf3'd to be examined. They include 

(a) Technical difficulties - the expense might be queried. 

( b) Votes are available at th~ ~ge of 18 in tha North but not 
hers - this might require the prepa.r~lti on of Q. special 

""'I voting register (perhaps this could be tie~with the 
,recent commitment to h,::.lve ~) referendum on the quest;ion 

of Yot(:s fiit 18). 
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(c) The Government might be accused of gimmi ckerY6 
However a pl ebi scite about Iri sh unity confined to 
th? Nort h is f r au dulent 1n any event. Attacks and 
counte r att acks between London and Dublin on ttlis 

issue would not affect the real situation. 

(cl) If there should be an accu sation by Britain that such 
an acti on hero is unholpful the r eply is~ partlYt 
that such accusation3 have been made before without 
serious result and that, in any event, the British 
are g01ng against the Taoiseach's expressed views and 
mu st properly expect the Taoiseach to represent the 
Irish interest as a who l e . 

; 

AS ques t i ons are l ikely to be put i n the near future on what the 
Government 9 s vi ews might be on this subject it would be useful 
to have a directive. 
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