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Thir;UdVLllenLg and thelr predacessors, have glven

SGRCLN el J.;:s;:.-.w-.un ansuignces thet Lhe pdsiilion ur
Northern Irelond ag ' 1 gtom will
not e Changed withe w people of
Morthern lreland. woul g be
approg riste to arrange views of the people of
Northern Ireland to be madg known on this question
frem time to tine. Weo are propese in due cours
to inv 7.‘-3".#: {mhji\. went to de for o asystem oi rogu

j2d. t.-u«L.; ites in Horthern Lanag eboeul the borde .-,., the
first to be held &2 suven 2 qrc:ticculm in the naar
future and others 1% intervals of a substantial period
0f years tanereciter,

These pleblisciles niil e ln adultion Liy and not in
T)UAJJ oL L\.'f--nlzll -L»-g '--'-l'-.' ! \J\"j GRS S 3.”. La"-'-(‘ -ko- u..L‘J;I\)I vbh‘,
1949, which reauira *h~ concent 2f the Herthern Ireland
Parliement to any change in the Border. This ;=Cmi~-l£‘!’l
is not gchUulde by the tempurazy prb“ugdiion of thet
Parlisment.

“e hope that this arrangement, while leaving opsa the
poesibility of a change in the status of the Yrévince
if the majority so wish, will both confirm that no swch
change «iil De Wdaa without their censent and provide,
in the intesvals Letween ;lebj,cjtu‘, 4 greaier measure
of stability Iin t,g political life of Northern Ireland.

On 1%th June Fr. Vihitelow said in the lHouse of Commons

I8 my conversetions also show a widewspread desixo fox
a pleblsclizs cn the Loxder st an ecarly dete the Guverns
ment would be very ready to arrange it.
(frep e 15 }"AM)
In the maantihe, of course, the Taciseach hes made Known his

S@
apposition to iﬂL plenisclte idea both in grincliple end in practice.

What was a "proeposal® by Mr. Heath in March has become a willingness
"to arranye w.... @ plebiscite on the border® if there is & wide-
gpread desire for it, It is possible therefcre thet Mr, Whitelaw's
statement is a small step back from Mr. Heath's statement rather
than a step forward., The Lbf&iﬁgﬁﬂﬁf te a wide-spread desirce is
thet there might be a sufficiently stieng wpposition to a plebisciie
which would enesble Mr. Whitelow to delay any action on it.

The advantages to Britaein in having & pleblscite are

; o As the result ig o foregone conclusicen the unionist
1

a
oopulation might be assuaged by it.

& Internationally Britala couldopoint to the result as
satisfactory evidence thet Nezthern Irelond wishes to
remaln deitish and thet, therefore, the views of the

Publin Covernment about Irish unilty should be discounted,

© National Archives, Ireland



TSCH/3: Central registry records Department of the Taoiseach

If it should be desized to intervene in the matter the CGovernont
can taeke any of four possible courses of actlon
(1) Te state that a plebiscite about Irish unity {(or il 4.

unity) in part of Ireland has no validity:

(£i) To say (i) above but to go cn to suggest that the
mincrity record their voter anyway;

(1i1) To recommend that the minority in the Nerth should
not participate in such a plebiscite;

(iv) To follow cut the loghc of (i) preceding by having a
plebiscite on the seme day in the rest of the country.

The advantege of (1) and (iii) 1is that they are clear cut formulaq.
Disadvantages are

(a) They do nothing positive.

(b) The generality of Government policy about the North
has been progressive ond forward looking; ignoring
or recommending a boycott regarding a plebiscite
reverses this cycle.

(c) Nothing is discovered about the actual views of people
in the North, particularly if {(iii) is followed and

(d) It is not certaein that the'minority would follow the
Government's view in the matter.

Q;)gaﬂm,-{n a sense to contradict (i). If, however, such advice were
followed it could have the advantage of recording a vote agsinst
the present constitutlionel status of Northern Ireland which would
be a majority in large areas of the North. If this should happen
the argument made by the Taolseach on a number of coccasions that
Unionism is in a minority in more than half the area of Nerthern
Irelsnd might be established. As agalnst this there is the risk
that, given that the overall resuvlt is known in advance, much of
the minorily would choose not te vote at sll and it is reascnably
sure thet many would be advised not to vote by ene or both wings,

- of Sinn Féin, This had the added disadvantage that the tote against

the present censtitutional status cof Northern Ireland could drop
whll below the £ifure of 40X.
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The attraections of (iv) beceme clear in the light of the above
remarks. They include

fin

{a) The
indicate an overwhelming vote in Irelend as a whole for
Irish unity;

esuit, again a foregone conclusion, would certaeinly

(b) By having a plebiscite herc¢ the Covernment are enabled
to Bncourage the minérity to vote massively in the six
counties aés well so as to show the naticnal will as e
mﬁbles There are twe advantages in this: Firstly, a
massive vote in the six counties will almost cextainly
show that a very large part coftthat erea is in principle
in favour of Irish unity thus weakening further the
carefully cultivated unionist idea that the North was a
unicnist state; secondly it would get che SDLP off
scmething of & hook as Mr., Hume, for example, recommended
a plebiscite some years age in ovder to take the border
issue out of day-to~day politics and thirdly 1t would
put the Alliance Party, the NILP and e¢thers in the
positien of having to decide what thelr fundamental view
about Northern Irelend really is - or force them to take
no view at all; L

(c) On this cne issue it would spread pelitics right across
" the border ie. one could €nvisage politicians from here
campaigning on the matter in the North and oppositicen
politicians from the North campaigning here. pPgychologically
this would do a great deal to insert Dublin directly into
Northern politics;

(d) It would also of course tend to wreck the notion Bhat o
plebiscite confined to Northern Ireland only is realistic
politics in terms ¢f Angle-Irish relations;

(e) It would over=take any movement on the part of other groups
which might possibly recommend a boycolt of a plebiscite
by the minority in the North.

)
The disadvantagess&ﬁse need to be exemlned. They include
{a) Technicsl difficuliies - the expense might be queried.

(b) Votes are avalleble at the age of 18 in the North but not
here = this might require the preparatien of a special
voting register (perhaps this could be ti&&?@ith the
recent commitment to haeve a referendum on the guesiion
of votes at 1lu).
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(¢) The Government might be accused of gimmickery.
However a plebliscite about Irish unity confined to
the North is fraudulent in any event. Attacks and
counter attacks between London and Dublin on this
issue would not affect the real situation.

(d) If there should be an accusation by Britein that such
an action here is uphelpful the reply is, partly,
that such accusations have been made before without
seriocus result and that, in any event, the British
are golng against the Taoiseach's expressed views and
must properly expect the Taociseach to represent the
Irish interest as a whole.

As questions are likely to be put in the near future on what the
Government's views might be on this subject it would be useful
to have a directive.
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