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SECRET

ERSONAL MESSAG 'HE FT.ECH. BDWARD FEBATH P

all CL3GRAVE TD

Thank you for your message of 28 lovember. I am glad
that the date is settled. I suggest that weishould neither
confirm nor deny the venue. I hope we can move steadily
forward together to make the meeting a success.

On the question of chairmanship, I find the suggestion thzt
Gaston Thorn should be invited to chair the meeting very difficult.
To interpolate at éﬁis crucial and decisive stage a new figure
would be widely misiﬁterpreted and, to sreak frankly, unhelnful.

I believe too that it would cast serious doubt on our own

ability to bring matters to a successful conclusion and that it

could be very damaging.
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Moreover, the imvact in Northern Ireland would be serious .
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in a number of ways. The Unionists would find it diffivult and
even perhaps impossible for them to attend. The "Loyalists"
would be incensed; and the very real ricsk of further violence
fron them would be increased., So.would the scove for dexoging
political activity. As you will know, we are still in very
considerable difficulty, which is not yet resclved, aboul the
exclusion of Dr Paisley and Fr Craig

Nevertheless, I am aniious to help. There is, of course,
no intention of playing up the gquestion of chairmasnship or indesed

that of sponsorship, and I see no reason to mention either roint.
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We would be reeting together as sovereign countries, and we wouls
make no bones about ssying so. " -

I look Torward to our meeting next week.

%0 November, 1973
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