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APP£ND/X I 

Pre- Darlington 

References to a "Council of Ireland" by politica l 
organisations and spokesmen 

1 . The establishment of structures for co- operation between 

Northern Ireland and the Republic are considered by the Unionist , 

Labour , Liberal and Alliance Parties and by the New Ulster Movement 

as being vital to the development of effective co- operation between 

both communities in Northern Ireland . 

2 . What follows is a brief summary of proposals rela ting to 
? 

structures of North-South co-operation advanced by four non-

nationalist political parties in the North and by the New Ul ster 

Movement . 

The Unionist Par~s Irish Inter- Governmental Council 

"Toward the Future - a Unionist BlueprintU published in September 

1972 proposes " a joint Irish Inter- Governmental Council to be 

formed with equal membership from the Governments of Northern 

Ireland and the Irish Republic" to discuss matters of mutual 

interest , particularly in the economic and social field . The 

Unionist Party document makes it quite clear however that this 

Council would be established only if preceded by "several majo r 

contributions from the South" . -

"The first contribution which must be made is the _acceptance 

by the South of the ri gh t of th~ people of the North to 

self-determination" and 

"The second contribution must be a greater commitment of the 

Southern Government to co- operate i n ending terrorism here •... 

Either the extradit i on treaty should be re - ne got iated or the 

British Isles made a Common Law enforcement area ........ 1I 

The wording of the proposa l relat i ng to the Inter- Governmenta l 

Counci l leaves little doubt that its function would be purely advisory. 

J 
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The Northern Ireland Labour Party ' s proposals for Parliamentary 

reform published in September advocates 

"a new Council of Ireland as a consultative and deliberative 

body charged with the task of exploring areas of mutual 

co-operation for the benefit of all who live in Ireland" . 

In return the 2epublic would be asked to review again its attitude 

to the rights of the people of Northern Ireland , in particular its 

claim of jurisdiction over them which , the Party claims , acts as a 

major irritant to the present situation . 

a Joint Council . . . " 

The Ulster Liberal Party propose the setting up of permanent 

consult~liy~ machinery between Northern Ireland and the Republic to 

deal with matters of common interest . 

"It should take the form of a Joint Council whose members 

would be appointed in equal numbers by the Northern Ireland 

Finance Committee and the Government in Dublin . It would 

have no executive powers , but one of its functions would be 

to investigate the necessity for joint commissions upon which 

powers could be conferred by the D~il and the Assembly for 

specific purposes" . 

The U. L. P.' s document suggests that the economic development and 

policing of the Foyle Valley region might well be an area for 

North-South co-operation . Unlike the Unionist and Labour proposals , 

the Ulster Liberal Party ' s Joint Council is not dependent on a prior 

declaration by the Republic of a change in policy , etc . 

. ThsJ:L_!d.:..M-=-=-_".!....!...!.~ood .Q~i9.hbourliness between North and South" 

The New Ulster Movement published "A new Constitution for Northern 

Ireland" in August 1972 and in relation to the need for "good 
J 
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neighbourliness between North and South" proposed the establishment 

of several structures akin to the ' Council of Ireland ' concept , viz . 

1. "an all-Ireland Standing Committee to keep the laws of 

Northern Ireland and the Irish Republic under constant 

review and to keep divergencies to a minimum" . 

2 . 11 a standing c ommi t tee of edu cat iona 1 ist sand ot hers to 

study and advise on al l aspects of education in Ireland". 

3 . "Admini strat ion of matters of joint int ere st by joint 

st a tutory bodies" . 

4. A Joint Development Commi ssion to IIstudy the developme nt 

of areas with a natural and common link such dS Derry 

and Donega l ..• " . 

The All ianc e Party ' s leader , Phelim O' Neill M. P. , speaking before 

the Whitelaw Constitutional Co nf erence said quite clearly that 

Alli a nce wa s not int erested in participating in any steri le 

a rguments a bout the rights or wrongs of the decision to partition 

Ireland in 1920 . Notwith standing this declaration , the Party had 

exami ned the idea of a Council of Ireland but believed that 

"t he structure shou ld be an Anglo-I rish Council with 

representatives from polit ical parties at Westminster , 

the Northern Ireland Assembly and the Dail" . 

It envisaged that such a Council would have advisory powers only 

but wou l d attempt to achie ve "joint planning for common economic , 

social a nd agricultura l problems facing the whole island ... " . 

) 
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