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1. At th0 weekly meetings of the Whitelaw Advisor y Commis s ion, statistics are 
given l'oloting to (;3) o rms and ur;nunition fincls and· (b ) rTOPGrt~es SOJTch!;o. 
The matoriul is cLlssHieci con f identLal but some fiqur es rcl.:lting to finds have 
been published , nott:lbly in the Now States ma n of 16 Februa ry 1973. Brillsl1 Army 
sour cos have refus ed to publi~h statist ics on searches on the grouncls that ~t he y 
mi.ght b8 uS0d as evid ence of di scrirninat .!.on agJinst C"tholi cs". S 0fl1 C' of these 
statistics have , however , appeared i.n the press , presumably as a rciult of leaks . 
A me~ber of the Advisory Comnis s ion has p1Jced all the statistics at our disposal 
for use as we see fit and they are suwnaris ed in the attach ed table. The Advisor y 
CO!:l:1lis sion has been told that conipa rab1e statistics a1'e not available for th(~ 
period prior to ,November/December 1972 . 

2. Th~ st~ti st ics on finds rel ate to th~ three month period ending 28 February 197: 
v/hUe those on searches relate to the period 19 November 1972 - 28 Febr:Jary 1973, 
exc ludina Cl three we ek Der iod in Nov2mber/December for w:'ich no fic::ul'cS have been 
made available. (Indee~ it is clear t hat the administrat i on i niti; lly resisted 
issuing the sort of fi gures that would enable direct compa iisons to be made between 
searches and finds. The joint efforts and persis t ence of four non-Unioni st rugmbers 
of the Cor.1:Jission were eventually successful and as a "concession" to the Un}.oni st 
mernbel's of the Corrmission who hiJd opposed the issuing of the figures, Mr . WhiteL:m 
ag:r:eed to make available at the same time figures rel"lting to the "succes s of t.he 
Police to date in solving murde l's , by categol'ies, indicating the numbers of 
Protestants and Catholics respectively faCing charges of murder or attempted murder~ 
For purposes of establishing patterns of discrimination the f i gures relatin9 t o 
searches and finds can be directly r elated and indicate that in the periods c on c er~ ~ 

only 193 Protestant as compared wkth 1362 Catholic own ed or occupied. properties 
were searched. In all cases , searches are said. to be carried out "as a result of 
information r eceived or as part of hot pursuit or a planned arrest operation". 
Despite the substantial imbalance, the searches of Protestant properties produced 
more explosives (2670 I bs ./2174 I bs. ) and arrrnun.i.tion rounds (1 3,115/10, 253) and 
only slightly fewer illegally held weapons (155/121 ). . 
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