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The Border is some 270 miles long. e e nét & straizht frontiér but twists s
znd turns through a ulglfy rural ares and palrolling of it creates many problems

ror the Garia Sfochéns and Army. Even though we heve only limited mansower whd

resou%ces, the Border is continually pat;olied by the Garda Siochéns &nd militayy.

The strength of the Garda Siochdna has been brougnt up to the highest figure

.

-l

since.the establishment of the State snd a sizeeble p:rt of ihe i..creszsed sirength

145 been allocatec to Border arcas. onstant checks on &nd seurca f persons
1 b llocatec to Bo Constant checks &nd seurcies oP per )

transport, houses and farms are carried out along tHe Border by the Gardai and
Anﬁy patrols. . Permanent check p&ints are being operated in a nwbeér of areecs.
Many arrests have been mede. Prominent members of the Provisional IEL Trom
the North are now in custody here. In addition large quantities of firearms
and explosives have been seized near Borcder areas. A statement 'A' showing
details of seizures in Border aress is atileched logether with a stetement 'B

s of the seizures inat were mszde in other areas in the State. The

giving deteil

. security forces in tne Six Counties with their vastly sunerior numbers uand

7]

equipment find it an impossible task to police the Border on their side. it i
‘common knowledge that in certain areds e.g. South frmagh and Cledy (Co. Uyrore),

there are very limited patrols only and these are mzinly by the british Army.

Incidents with "cross border" connotations zre mzinly of iwo kinds, (&) firing
across tae Border from this side and (b) shootirngs, bombings etc. on the Jlorihern
ce where the ciulorits escase across the Border. The British have tended to

regerd <11 incidentis that heve occurred in ihe North & few miles from tae seruer

as naving been perpetrated by persons oserating from tnis side. This aparosci

Pl

was never supported by any evidence ang is obvio:sly untenuble. As regzrds o

.

shooting inci-ents, exslosions etec. on the Border reported to the Gardaf by the

= =

5 Lses arda investicetions feiled to confirm thet there was
R.U.C., in sole cusec the Gards stic f t r thet t s

eany cross-Border involvement. In many instcaces their findings were taut the

L

acti"lthL were w.ol"“ within the North but this iz not to

ay that the resorts

™m

-

from the RUC were mccde other taen in good faith.

lt is accepted that there are mezny erecs on this side of the Border waere formcer
53 the e o . :
rezidents offucrwn are now living In caravens, loGgings ete. Waile a prosoriion

o < -
1ere, the Cardaf cun o

—

of ihem have beer arorehended for wnlawful activities
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nothing about those who have not been fourd comnitting offences. It
is significant that the great majority of those convicted of scheculed

offences and now in cusiody here are {rom the North.

Before .1969 we had scarcely any trcops at the seven Border posts
and Finner was only a summer training camp., To-day’s total

“at the seven posts (excluding Gormanston) is 1,058 all ranks.

Bordér duties were recently taken over by two newly established
battaiions whose ﬁersonnel will, it is hoped, be eventually
permanently located at these sevén posts and the proposed new
post at Monaghan, thus obviating the expedient of short-term

rotation from units all over the country.
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TRAINING AND DRILLING

It has been repeatedly alleged that treining camps with military type
exerciseé and psé of firezrms elc. are being oéenly gonducted in mountainy
and remote areas in the Twenty Six Counties. The Gardai say
categorically that with the excention of a very few instances where they
believe there was outcdoor training by small numbers of unarmed IRA members
there is no basis for this allegation. The fact is that the old-tyge
training éamp which used £o be held in remote distficts has 1oné since

been abandoned by the IRA. No doubt, IRA membérs ¢o engage'in treining
and drilling exercises but they co so in privale houses and in small groups,
the number =eldom if ever exceeding six - the upner limit being set.By the
numbers of people who can conveniently be carried in one car-load (the
movements of a single vehicle to or from a KHouse do not draw attention).
Ailegations thet training and drilling are going on on any scale in the open
ére.just not true. If they were true, the Gardal would certzinly know

about it anc¢ stop it. The fact that it is not happening is due to Garda

surveillance.
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FIRFAFMS AND AMMUNITION

Under this heading three important meesures were taken: (a) the
existing Firearms icts were amended in 1971, (b) the fees for certain

firearns were substentially increzsed and (c¢) all licensed military

type weapons were called in.
The following are the detzils:

(a) - The main changes made by the Firearms Act, 1971, were
. (1) to incresse substentially the penzlties for the unlawful

ossession of firearms other than "sporting firearms" and
P P
some other firearms. :

(2) to put beycnd doubt that the offence of being in possession
i of & firearm or ammunilion with intent to endanger life or
cause serious injury to ~roperty may be committed even
though the life or property concerned is outside the State.
(b) In 1971 also the fees for registration as a firearms desler were
csubstentislly increased (from a flat £1 a year) to £2 a year in the
case of a dealer confined to dealing in ammunition and to £25 a year
in the cace of an unrestricted dealer.

/[Note: Since the change in fees over 200 ceslers have gone out of
business and of the 820 now registered 566 are registered

only for the sale of sporting ammunition, i.e. they do not
have stocks of guns/.
With effect from 1st August, 1972 (in orcer to encourage people to give
up possession of their firearms) the annual cxcise duty on & firearm
certificate in respect of (a) pistols and revolvers, (b) rifles and
(¢) airguns was increaced from S0p, £1.50p and £1 res_:ectivel;;-' to £5

2

(¢) A Ministerial Order was made on 2nd August, 1972 obliging every

person residing in the State to hand over to the Gardai pistols,

revolvers and heavy calibre rifles (i.e. calibre above .22).
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EXPLOSIVES

A1l explosives for civilian use are now stored in Army barracks or
pogts except in six locztions (explosives.factory ané mines) where adequs te}
military guard or full-time police protection is provided. The use of
- exploéives is sumervised by the Gardei. Military escorts afe provided - é
: §

during the transpori of explosives to destinations in sensitive border

areas and for incoming shipments between docks and storage locations.

The military involvement in this regard makes heavy demands on military

personnel and transport. The daily requirement is believed to be of the

order of éeventy personnel and five/six vehicles. The tight pontrols cn
gelignite férced subversive grouns to use other explosive subsiances,
such ss smmonium nitrute and sodium chlorate. The large cuantities

of these substances ﬁaeded Yo cause a sizable explosion lec to fhe usé

of the car bombs. In August, 1972, the Government made &n Drde;
'classifying Ammonivm Nitrete and Sodium Chlorate as explosives and

thus brought them unaer strict control. 1In September, 1972 the
Government made a similar Order in respect of Nitro-Benzene. The effect

"of these Orders has been to teke these substances off the market

altogetner. The stocks of Ammonium Nitrzte and Sodium Chlorate

TR ST TR IR I PR ATV | et i o b v L TRTTE ETITTITRTR g kW 6 O AT M e et

that were in th: Stete were impounded and taken into military custody.
A1l of these stocks have been exported or destroyed and comprensation »naid

to the cwners.

It should be mentionez tnazt the steps that have been taken to control

explosive substznces here have been successful in stopving any flow

of explosives from the State into the North and this fact has been
recognised snd admitted privately by the RUC to the Garda aulhorities.
Apart from the commitment of Gerda and frmy munpower to the supervisicn
s : : : i E?at . ‘
and protection of explosives it wes asprecicted/the zction that has been
taken wouid result in consideruble inconvenience an¢ adiitional experse
to ordinary commercizl users of exnlosive materisl. Horeover, there hoc

ne Fxeheoauer in eoaaenantion S ITED TR "
5
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ESTABLISHAENT OF SPECTAL CRIMINAL COURT

The Special Criminal Court was established on 30th May, 1972. The Court
consists in practice of 3 members of the judiciary, of whom the President
"is a High Court Judge. It sits without a jury but in all other respects

operates in ‘the same way and subjéct to the same rules of evidence and

.z

to the same rights of appeal as the "ordinary" courts. b

¥o.

Since the establishment.of the Court untll 3lst August 1973 349 peraons
have been trled of whom 249 have been convicted and 100 acquitted. ZK
table showing the pattern of s.entences by the Court up to 31lst July 1973

is attached/. _ SR | SR g
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‘Offences under ¢ .rl and £.12

figure of membership (s.21) does not include
under s.21 but there were concurrent
chorges (in mosl cases firearms

of tne Offences

agoins
Zc cas
en.,erce of 1
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t the "-tc-t.e Let, X
es »herc there vz
lenger &
and/or exslosives crk.r.;eu)

97'9

The
& COP“]Ciih
iration 1mposed on other

I _Offences Number of Patlern of sentences
persons convicted
!—;res_m;s Offences 80 2 weeks to 5 years
3 Explosives Offences 29 4 months to 8 yesrs
frmed robbery and robbery 18 18 months to 10. years
with eggraevetion ;
g psseult ) 18 6"months-..to 7 yeers
-“! Incitement 10 2 weeks -to.lé “rﬁ;ont:hs"- e
I # (Mermbership of an unlewful :20 -~ | 2 months .t{; -iZ months .
(orgenisation '
.(Possession of incrimineting - Z 6 months
(Gocuments A
j Consuirecy 6 ks 2 years to 8 years ‘
g Larceny . s 3 years to. 5 yés:i"s
% Obstructing a garde ) 2 i’.o.! het 'z ;liF_c_?_ and 7 month:
Receiving stolen property | L 2 6 donths to 2 yeurs _
: Malicious demege 1 9 months
i Officizl Secrets Act, 1962 8 Z months to Z years
Tsezping from Pr1=oﬁ 2 ~ 2 months
Fffecting a public mischief 1 6 weeks 7
contrrry to Common Law
False pretences ) 1 6 months
Mzking folse, indecent, l 1 month )
_threa ten_ng ete. Dhone calls X
False imprisonment - Z years
Prohibition of Forcible Fntry 8 9 months .
and Occupaticn Let, 1971
Total up to zisi July, 1977 241 convicied ;
97 scouitted
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INCREASED GARDA STRENGTH

The total strength of the force has been increased by 1174 over the past 2 years.
‘Garda st?ren'g th on 31/8/71 - 6640
Garda strength on 31/8/73 - 7814

The strength is now the highest since the foundation of the State. There are

now 713 (288 extra) men on duty in Border stations.
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Nunber of frrests under s. 70 of the Offences
against the State fect, 1922, Fireurms Lcts,

Explosives fcls, etc.

Mpril
ih'lajr
June
July

August

September
QOctober -
November

December

January
Februsry

March

“*ppril

May
June

July

27

Qo ~ N

17
5
11
-16
PR
5
27

August (not yet aveilable)
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January
February
March
bpril
Moy

June

July
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Return showing the numbers zrrecte

cherged with scheduled offences si
1st January, 1977,

5

nc

znd

e

Lrrested
17
.
3
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