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Pross Statemont 23rdi'lay I 197 J .. 

We, the undersigned priests t are first cousins of' the 
1ate Michael Leonard, Pcttigo, Co. Donegal (who was s~ot dead 
by ah R.U.C. patrol on Thursday lc-.st) (17th Hay). Ue share in 
the grief of his im.::lediate family, at his tragic and l..U1necessa.ry 
death. 1ie feel that the grief of the family has been 
compol..L.'1.dod El::::.ny timos by the circumstances of his cle2. th and by 
the many runlours and talsehoods th~t ~re circulating. 

As priests, ,"e feel that the taking of human life is the 
most serious event that can occur in any community. ~'le foel 
that . it is vitally necessary to as~;u2.ge the grief of the f'a,mily 
that the inquest be held as soon ~s ?ossible and th::::.t a full 
statenent be r:1cid~ of all tho circur.ls tancos loc~d ing up to Micha8l IS 

death. Us believe that t..~is is 2.150 a matter of gr,,~vG p ublic 
concern. 

As priests: we stress that this statement is made ~ith a 
Chxis tian spirit of unders tandir1,;, 8.:lcl . corilpass ion" ;,re abhor and 
reject any foeling'::; of hostility "':;:1.::-_t in2..y ariso bOC2.ES () of this 
tragic event., \Ie c<.ro asking for the truth and nothing mor'e. 

Fr. Soan f:lcGrath. 

Fr. ,ToG l1c'leigh. 


