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Not e s for Minister ----_._-------

1. Michae l Jos eph Leonard lost his lif e following a shootin g 

inci dent on 15 rVla y 1973 at Let ter , Co. Fe~rna nagh, abo ut 200 yards 

from the border on the Belleek/Pettigo concession road. Leonard 

wa s a disqualified driv er in Northern Ireland at the time. Press 

r eport s say that the R.V.C. recognised Le on a rd coming out of a 

shop in Letter, called on him to halt and that he did not do so 

but got into his car and drove towards the border. In response 

to our req uest on 8 June 1973 for a report on the incident, the 

British informed ~s early this month that R.U.C. inve stigation~ 

were still cont inuing but that t he preliminary inqui r i es ha d 
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actio n s at that part icular time rather t han be cause they h~d 

positively identified him as a disqualified ' driver. In any event I 

it is not in dispute that the R.U. C. gav e chase to the car dr i ven 

by the deceas ed and in th8 cours e of the chas8 sIgnal l ed him by 

siren a nd horn to stop. On a number of occasions the R.U.C. 

patro l even bumped against - the rear of the deceased 's car but he 

continued to drive towards the border and prevented the R.U.C . 

. vehicl e from pass ing by travelling in a zi9-Z29 fashion alono 
- ' 

the 

ro ad . 

One of the con s t a bles in the R.U.C. vehic le (a stati on wagon) was in 

possession of a . 303 Lee- En f ield rifl e a nd VIi·as pointinq it trW!.)!J 'Jh 

t!le open windscreen of the I dndrove r in the direction of the fleeing 

car . R.U.C. sourc e:3 ;tate t hat the constab12 i nt ~~nd c?ci. TO fL~ ':: a 

bullet en te r ed the reJr of the car through the rea r o f the driver ' s 

sea t a nd ent ered the de cease d's bod y i n t he ~e9ion of the le ft 

kidney . The dece0 sed the n brought th e car to a ~alt , got out of th e 

Cdr a nd stood beside it , ne spok e to th e R.U . C. constdoles at ~he 

scene and in a short time he coll ap s~d~ He was r emov ed by ambulance 

to Ennis kill en Hospi t a l where he di ed shortly afterwa rds . 
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2. A f urther report of th e in cident from th e 8ritisll author i t i e s 

is awaited but is unlikely to be ava il ~ ble unt il the inquest has 

t a ken place. No date ha s yet been fixed for the inqu est . It is 

considered unlike ly, however, that th e report will a dd subst anti al ly 

to th e information J lr eady available. 

3. In reply to su ppl ementaries the Minister might make it clear 

that, while r egretting this and all the other violen t d~a -th s in 

Northern Ireland since the outbreak of the tr ou ble s, he does not 

see that be ing r epresented at the inquest would se r ve an y usefu l 

purpose. 
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