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Detention of Siz wembers of the Britich Army at Clones
on the moruning of the 25th, Fay, 1973.

As may be scon from the smecond page of Sergeant lichxdlets voport
I/Bombardier Forsythe stated that the personnel in the van wess

on duty on the ococasion from I1.00 pets t0 2,00 Geme and $hat thels
function was to porforam & sories of chackepoints and hold up
pasuing traffic. 7o acoompiish this missicn it would be nscessery
that the party be properly equipped with sdvarce warning signs and
ef‘ective hand torches.. They were nos in posessnion of auy such
warning signs exd had only one, peor quallty hand torch. IT¢ le
diffienls %0 visuallse an fvmy, porticularly the British Avsy,
setiing cat on such a mission, without being properly equipped.

Ona thinks of an Aray 23 adopting a regimental or uniform approach
to all matiers of & routine mature. In view of {ho forepoing 4%
soems douptful 4C ¢this were a truthful acscount of their ussipruent
on {he ctcasion. This puspicion i somevhat welufoveed with a
furtheyr statement made by the same soldior that thoy bsd not in fact
porformed any chectk-peintes on thad nizht and had not atopped any
vehicles.

It acens evident that 4t was the smame Pritish Army unit that called
to the home of Francis Helflahon of Clowncordck, Newteunbutlew, Uo.
Fermanagh at approximately JT.00 adne on 25,5.1973. To viait clahon's
house necessitated an incuraion into the State. It ds submiited
that one would noed to be very credulous to acceph that the Unls
vigiting Mcilabon'e house were umware that they had iraveliesd throush
the State to reach the house, particularly wien one takes into
account that s deliberate incuraion to the same house wag nads on
12th. December, 1872, n comnection with.this Jatiar incursisn
pleage seco thioc office veport, dated 28nd.-Docember, 1072, under
caption "Dotention of Prancis Feliahon Cloncorick, lewiounbuklesr,
Co. Yermanagh on the I2th., December, IG72",

NeTe€iE 7
Por somo unknown resson Clones has acquired a cevtain m%*z-&.a@y in
Northern Irveland s a tovn for harbouring gunnen., There nrs no
groonds, however, for such views and iudoed It mizht be said that
Clones is one of tho most difficult towns aleny {the Borvder fow
subvergive elemontas to penlirate, There sre checkepolnts in
eperation at two points in the townm, over a tvweniy~{our hour vericd,
following the bombins incidents which occurred there soma fimw
past. Any member of a subversive organisation or & person haviwe
symnathies therowith is subjected to vory close serutiny vhen passing
theass checkepoints, In view of the neltviety asecocliated with the tam
and there is roason 1o believe the Tritilsh Army share theoe views,
it i3 considered possitle that the British Army unit in quesilim
nede 8 doliberata viait to the State. It would seem that they med
have had & good loenl knovledge of ¢he avea ng lcilahon's hounse, whieh
414 oocems thoy visited, is not easily located. In addition thers avy

. eleaxly dofined road markings on the entrance €o {he Siate oil aleng

the border on the lorthesn sgide, These marklings were placsd thoos
in the firot instance es o guldo $o the Pritish Army te onsure Lok

s L

they would mot cross the bovder 4n orvoy. Sooing that thiz it
had $o fraveli throush the State fo call at Fellahon's house LT 48
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to call at MeMahon's house it i/

apparent that they were not over concerned about making other
incursions in the area.

/ «P. MoMARON,
" Chief Superintendent,
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