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Chief' Super :!.n1'(;;>ndentJ 
l'Ili.w:.llM. 

.r' 
....... ...... 

1) otention G£ 8b: HemlJers of Brit ish AI'Iny at ()lOII.~1 
on the morning 01' the 25th. May, 1m3 • 
••••••••• , ••••• Q •• ••••••• , • ••• • ••••• O •••• • • • _ •• • ~. 

I enolOllt'J fUll '.'ooe:l.ved fl'orn the Bex'germ\ l!'.1-oM~"" Ol.M!(!iII , e/4'ttin& 
out the oil'uufIlstaooel'l under ~lhiob ab _1~)S1'il CIf t .!l4! Ud,t j .llh It'l1\Y 
w().t'1)J deta ined at Clone.'l on the mornina of th. 1!5th. /!Iq, l.g~,J. 

Before the man l'f1re l'Gl.ear.ed I vas i n 1;olaphr.mio orlllll"ltlllioa+.,ioot w~_th 
5upor:.nt endon·t Hob1nson, R.U.C., Fll111s ]c1.1l(Jn~ ,·rho ) ,Ila dl.aohlll iHM'l the 
Innttel' l4:l.th Nnjor Philip Howc!I, lil(,(hJ~cl:raJ. Ar U.:ll1!lr')!f 1n tllnh a:l.' i'la. 
As a !;'esult tho Superintendent 1mB to gl.ve un !!SHlU' /lnO$ that I'.na 1ll1'l11 
",ere nlerrtbel'fJ of the Dr1'~iall Army and Wel'Q ill i'so t. detaUG'd :f'()~ pat.r(.':l 
duty en the night 01' tha 24J'25th Huy, 1973. 

TU" off5.oereport of 22nd 1;/leen.b6r, lW3 l'G!'(xr$d to th'3 <l 1Ol'Ler.'.;iw 
or l'runois H::Ni;hol1. Clooooriok, ut M r. horll .. by me.."1b1l1'6 of tho n.u.oQ 

Hr. ~~Uahon dOG13 nu'!; wish to make 0. wl'itten statemont. 111 r eg.:lxd to 
the ir.cider,t at hi.s home on th.9 morning of t he 2%h lnstent. 

!lOA') 
••• ee •••••••••••••••• , ••••••• 

(0. Gi.bJ.:1n ) 
Superint611dent 
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SUperi ntentkmt. 
MOl'l.8ghl3.n . 

C~i\,:x J '1/\ (,.' " ~ i'\ '1'.1,' I - '" ,I I '. \ ._ ' ~ t. L '\; '" I:~J.. 

C hlw" <::t'l' ;()n " .. ' \J ( L .. , 

M(1 ) d l~ h (1l1 District 
(~(' . MO. J/V"'H&'\!. 

25/5/73~ 

net~ntion. ef Si:ll: i4embm'"s of llr1.tish m'1l'{1 at Clmw£) el'1 t he! 1'!10l"ltt.r:"I$ of 
t~ 25the. lilDji", 1972, ,, 
••• oe~~e •• e9& & ~ 0 ~ ~ O~.O~~'.' •• O.~i •••• ~e.$~~_ •• ~$ •• O.$ . D~.~Q~ . o~~~.e. 

stf1tGlmamS t':t~OT<l Icha u.nd.G~i<1~1,lt1onea. a.re f'arwa:rdi:d for you~ 1nf'onUltiGrl 
Pl(\)a.2. ; ... 

?':}lflt tacts of tb!a O~ ~ al'J\ tollowlJ;·· 

Stoppod ~hi.ot. 'On!1voyin.s m.!(l!,n'b~n:· 
ot Br! f;tt ab .A,}'I,r:y. 

Xntwvie~ad members o;t Brli.~!cll 
Arrrr:/. 

At a.bout lo!f.Oa.iJl. en tha !ltoX'ttiug of tht1.l 25/ 5/73, Garda M. Fitzgel'@J.d4' 
1.681,5G, who :h 'camporartly attaolwd t o Cl oma Station t ro.."1!. CI'Usl:lr~flll~ 
C05 Cla'h, Wa.1'll 011 Check Point du'ty at t he Diamon.d, Clonellf> Ij;'hi.'l m.ooii:)()1~~ 
if&}' oarry:il1g a toreb. and was maari~; Cl: Sootchlite Bolte Wh:!J.~ an -r.ho 
l):ta!IlOl:;l!l th~ ktlOlribGl" saw: a vehicle l).:9l?l'Oll,Oh fram t he Monaghan !lQaci.. iUJi:'Ca­
ti()~ em.a & 3 it aPPl"'0aoh*a. t lw trat'fio con.arC\. :t n tha eent }:'1) of t h;(#, 
Dia.lll~nd Garda 1!j:',zl3erald signaJJ.od to t h e u;d vcr ·~o 3'tape '.l~h0 t11~:1:if0I' 
S~G1i1.9d rolt'l.otallt to stop etn ... "1 although thl]i mamlwr eont inJJ.eti! '~ l:} fla.sh hta 
toroh tM driver 0£' tlw vehi ole Md not stop untU El-bout 30 ya.:ra.s past 
the !~mber r.l'1d near the ,Junotion of The Diamond ancl Cars. St I'$$tc G-arun, 
Htsgaral.d. t:hon approaoh$J3 {i ~ driver who opE'lxwd tM eJ...id.i.J!Jg cloc~? &'1"1.r1 
t11$ member a sked him his ll..'Ulle . He replied I!Ma.ss~ytt ann whon a akP.3d f'o::" 
Ilia: ohl"'iattan Yl.a.I1ll1 h~ l"'eplied IfEdward lt

• When aslc;tHi va-10re he 1!1M fro-m 
ha aaid It Beltm:rt" • He wa[:t, ths':n asked to },ll"(;.il.uoe his !lrlvinz Y::l ,:.an~:,,'\i.Gf 
but h,., atu te d tha t 110 did not h ave one \vi th hiRkt He wa.s: tht.:J!l asked 
to pl~oauce 801'00 ii1tmt 1:f'ioation and whil e - sea:."ch:i.tJg his poolco-'G$' G·arc'la, 
F1tzgeraJ.d l ookc!tcl over h.'ls shoulder. ',yhan he did this the m,.<Jlmbe:t'" 8 0;'1'4' 

the sleeve of e.lI. Army Uni,:tarrn. G'H:1'M F;t tzger e.l cl t hen. Iilslt!a:;l {:h$ dl"'.i...V$X" 
what JrlS had i n 'thE) baok 0 '£ t he V8.l'l llnd ho repliad w'cl"'t;lOp'lSII eo 'libfJn ask:i3d. 
wha t kind of tl"'Oopa ha said tt .. 1tlSt 'J:roops" '" When h.~ 'li(.'t. t:l [).[.y:,d.ll as1:0d 
ab out t he tr.OOPB he replied. "British T).'"OOpSIl . The (b:'l'V~r th~~ prodtvdJ(}tL 
his idcl1tif'iea",i011 card shovdng Ins lU!J'Jl!3 as Edwax-a Masaey~ C'Tt,\l.'''!:la 
l!'i tzgerllld th~n saw t he. t t.bs f'QUlY Inell i X1 the r aar of t;ha Vl-ll.\ we~fJ l~t"J.llg 
on t he, floor t'Uld. that e8,oh one of t hem had a Rii"lao Thay r.J.f:lO hsd t,hei;t:' 
faces. blaet.l{i:lmd... TheN was: a llla."l i n tlw f'z·orr'o I78. a £M\~ngar MlH:t; 'l7ho 'itaS 
i n c1vi.1.ia.n (~i;:tu'a and who gave his llama ea J"ohrl. Hilaon l;,r.i:i,;h 'cho l"a:nk of 
driver. 1~he four men in. Un .. :t:rom gava t heir t'".JIl.S S a~. Hs.r.-t'~, Mullinsfj 
Alan FOr'IJyY,ha " I,~l."ll'W Sa,unders, and J amol:> ] '(J,u J.1t1.'lOX"a The d.1"'lva.r (;11' thr.J 
vat~ asked {,1'urda F'1 t zger al d on a numrJ6tl'" cr? occasions thG l ·oad. 1;;0 I ... :"l.B.T.l<':l.oh3:: 
WhGn he wa s e..Sl::'ld his business i n ClonG3 ha eta. ted t b£lY wel,\~ do1x~~~ Cb<)(,'Jx« 
Points i n t he border al:'08,! got l ost 'ilh n <m the:t;. .. 'liS¥ bt~Cl:;; t o tht3i:l:" l): .. :~t'j 
(l,t ti~l".askoa RoUeC. Stat iOl'le Ga,rd..<t Ii'-:S.tzgora."t(l saw tha:t; tb.,a "\I'm) ,1t-U~ a 
G-l"Qen. ~ill'ora~ RS[{e NOe AIXr-7571, with a \'iSri.ta l'oo~t a nd. buxltpGT'So '.:ht'::~:·J' 
'tJll)l"C no ['Jar ci.ngs what9~·0r 011 t he V:l!.1,Q Gnrd.a. F'i tzgel"U(), thtm_!!.skoiJ. 1:11. };I3: 

1.ng motorin-t to contaot tl~ Gar Cla. Sta. t1.on for D.sr .. :ts'r,s.n.'K~ al'l.{l i;J ;rgta }~~ 
Hoal y arrivod on t he SCGOO in eo very sho!"!; '~:lnte~ Bo-th mer b-el'EI 'chcn 
aooomptut,iGd t he si..'( l'lJ.:Sn a.nd. the vehiol(WI '1;0 t .he G-1:l1' {1a. S'l:ation W!:101'\!!l ~k:r.' gt:, 
Ii£o.LU"d!0 Of4,n;:@ cn'l dttW at 1"t:.5amo 

Wh"lliCi Serg'tboll Ho)..l·a1@ al':'l'iv'cd in t.h.a St.,q,tion at 1.){,5(iJ'l~ th9 maJ~lbc1r 
Cfile ::ri.;ioll-:ld 1;ho (lti.vGtl!.' of. ,:;113 VDll •. ho g :.:cV\?I }->,j. 3 n::;,.u1~ flU E(lvt:::i:J:" ll ;,l').~\ ·'S)j'·j) 
t./C~>7cpOt"c"l 1;.0'11 2400-;'098 :0 e:ttaohed to tnt) 27th . S<I,-,ud:r't':lAl, 11Qyo..l 'l' r·[Ln~'.i;,~ :,, ;.t; 
CoZ'p m::d bn.f;H~ d. at 1.:tsl'l:1t')ki.'la tdth the Hoyal Artill<n;':!o He ntfd~{;Hl i.ibd; 

'J 
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hG was' Il. i'l.O_t:t~I'~' of U:l.ghfio:UI.t1 JiOlrtl::lt~ <lud was t~f.lF.la<1 in oii)'ill.tl.'l. 
at.t:lre", 1~ $ti),t~d the:~ t he Motor Veal whioh WHS pa:t'kod Oll t r.:'l(l;a thfJ G'nr.\J;. 
Sta.tio;a was off'ici.f.I.l brltioh p..rm.V prol~ri;y find the.;; tl1 $ flvi} men wh~~ 
vrare in .li t V7el"l) rJ.l mQlT~JfJrrJ ef. th~) :B:d.tish Ar.rr;;{<fj 1'M Van VIas a Gr'~Hnl 
n0(tt"'ol.""ll~ UGgo HOG lJ.L"';151l fJ 1th whi\~e root Ilnd bUrlt!ltu'S but thE'r~t \ '.j).'jl'i/ 

ill:» m''l.t'kln~s wbJ~t~~~~:ir Olt t ha ''1Dhi{~lo to iml1£iD. .\.....o th.::t1. it V'i[\3 th~ !'i:'opo.rty 
of. ths l~ti l;lh. JI.l"n\Ve A Road lj'und LicSM9 c1.is:plllYed on th0 \!'ehio1~tq 
shO"fl'$d tho.t tt ha d OO(9fi 'i.:axad. until jfhH erul of' <~eptGmbG:r p 1973», a.."'lit 'l:;hAi. 
t..he StU:tl of £ 690 50 had baon paid to ilarrllalW,gh Cou.n:tjy Counail in r es.k10nt. 
@f tha var.dolcQ rlC"I'p()1fal ~!essey \l\'as in posMssion ot a 8m8.11 map t), ld 
h~ stu:tEild that th~y had. lo~Tt ·tlwu" VltJ.:Y and arz'ivatl in Cltll1&8 'H'hf311 tJ~W 
wen stO'J?pad by th.e Gal'a,ai.1> He t hen f).'1;t0IDIyCcd to ind:t Ciate on the i:ii:i.):l 

. t.h~ route 'they hud takan but ha VIas l H'V),blo ·to do 8.0(;1 It3 point'1.(i t(~ r­
road 011 the map which leads f'l"cm th\('9 rocnn Clo:n(!ljB -b€) N0wtowribt'f.tlo1" ILl:)F.u.l 
to l'>at.-rybeg 'but 8.3 t1:i:?s road has 1;;&01'1 CII"aterad. for S(~ tin». they (~oo:l. tt 
('Lot have tl'l",vslled this x"oad. With a vohicll?) . When i t ~~as: pointed out 
to him that ho had trav@llod in thtD MOl'\,a.ghall :!."'O[.te'1. to 0101'103 h$ frtol:!:;IS'd, 
that 110 ll:l.a 1'\0"1.; know how ·th~y got o.t'l ·~h.1..B p~~rl:loul{,lJ;' roe.cl bl;r~ ~qmj.t;tea 
thl'.l:b they halt travel1~d for.' about ona ta:ll~ on i 1;" J\:£'\;('1I&'" t 'U',dlf1@lIt" 
questioning h0 r;$tttt~d thl);t ~ W~8 unah:LtI '00 e;l."I f!!;.f(! ~ uf. ,t;\. t>tl.~)l!I at !111 
fl.~d llid uO'~ know \jh0r~ 11'(6 waa. Th9'M!l :.h1 th!/) 'f1~}'\~ f%"{n~ t,h~l1i (~~1~'1I.~t1.onl 
and they' gaV$ t h.e1-F l'laID38 eto. as; follm'lti z ... (1) J(dH~l H:UtH>fl@ fh"iil''Zllrl) 

Roye.l Carp Qf Tl'lan$port, 27th" S!1uadr(.ln~ No. 24-132:'>42 ,. a.ttn"had 'tic) t llfJ 
noyeJ. Ar.tillery at LisM.ci:::sa . ~ wo.:} :1.ll oinlian a:ttil''O" (2) Jr~.m.1r;1 
FIlti.lknar, Gul.'lliS·1."1l 111041> 24304611, Rt');ral 1\rt.i:tley.7~ (:, ) .t,E!l(.~nJ~t~'d Sau.11d~;t· f$i\I 
Gl!m~~~g Nftle ~!~1.181260,. :a~yal Al·t:tl.llilt'~y~ (4-) , H£if.·:t;! MiJ.ll~n~, G.:m.·;"~~~~J . l.:rt';t~ 
2382960 t Royal ArtiUory, (5) Allen J:'o,t"sytbe ~ I, llQmbar(J .. 1.er, l~('$ :'!4JJ.l.a:tuO .. 
li11son and: li'orsyths' a.ra nat1.vaa ot Seo·Uand wh.11(~ the other 1;hI'sa n~ 
Eng1.1Ilh. The :f'ive O',.}oupants of the va.n wara eaoh :l.n. })OEHhlZ18io}:t of a 
7.G2 S.t .R. and Masaey e..1.so had b\' a-l.miJ:.ar- weapon which W'D,S in t.h~ ve.~ 
Eaoh Jll$l1lbG~ adrrdtto(l that h~ was in pozseaa:ton of a loa,cood illi:lga.Z:L'1~'1:l t?i' 
15 roands (if 8mIDl.1m.tioll wh5.oh we./$: in i;:he w$.ll.pon and also a. 8:pa...~ full. 
fliaga.:dna, .. 

'I'M fol.u" lIl1ilJr~ in ttnifo:&'1u vre:;:a l;tlng on 1~h0 £low of th~ v an an(l Ul'~t;i3 tr,Jl 
11'lt;).dci of the v6hiels wa,~ ch60ked t hey oould not be a Gen. All of' t h;;lU 
ha.~, thsi~ fL\caS blaokened. 

Th$ only ta,mbar in the Vall who was inolined to ·talk '1Ui a L/13c~libara;:!.ar 
l i'orsytha. He stD. tea. th~y were on duty :t':rom 11:pm. to 21:'...&. and. theil" 
funot1oa wa.s th~ perf"ormanco of Vehicle Check Poi nts. Ha stat$d that 
the rea.son for t he two civilia.ns vias ·that both wo:r\, drivers and dl'lC~ 
they were using a. oivilian vehicle a. (It'i''(.''G.r in olvillan a'tth~e Y!,H3 l'llO~"'~ 
sui tabl,a. H(') frl::at;ed ~(jha.t the lllan i n urdf"orm wou.ld be a.l"'opped at 
dU"g'el"ent points antI that 'tlw vS.n would. be <1r"lvan l7!-way to .... '" 50mB ·M.mf;~ atlH3, 
thell return ana. col1ecrti th~l1h He f:\t ated. that 1;hoy lmd not PlD:"tift{'H'trHl 
any cheek polnts on tha'o nilSht ana h!lf~ no'~ stopped. any v€>hiolGS at eJ.l", 
They ~l'~ n.ot i21; possesP'..ion of 8Xty signs {'or roe.a. ohecks and oO'.:ua orJ .. ;,~'" 
pl;~a.uOG a: very poor toroh which appeal'ed totally unsui to.ble! f\~l"stop'p:h',g 
vehioles. fJ.there was a Tin Radio i n the vehicle whioh tlwy s"Ga;i;ed. ·tlle~" 
u ssd f or ' oontacting their bas e . Ha l:rb/?ted tha.t they let'·c IJisiln.skel~, f.',r~'t 
09.1M to Newt01fltbttler and. £rom. then out\: ~che l'oad iiCWe.l~Cl..s 1:h~~ 0 01'&';];" n t 
Clones. 11& stated that they tu.med. right cd. 0, (11."OS 3 immediat(?Jly be:t'or"i) 
th$ bomb da..mnS6d Customs StD. ",d.on and dx'ove along this road" OVl!l1." a fJ!Ila,11 
b:rid.or.-e and then "c o ano.'.:;har orOS3. Ha stated tlus;y' t"tU"nad lef); at ":;11:1.3 
j unoM,on and then ~lIrlvcd :tn Cl ol1{1)s. He appeaI'ltId m08't; anxious to 
convinoa me that this was' the rout!) thE]Y had taken. In th~ "an w~t"JI 
11 nllillber of ;t'Ol"lM wh:tch are used by the Army on Oheck Pt,ints :'l.u t hQ 
N01'th and a copy of one of' . "cne06 is i:'.t tELQhad. 

Whil..0 in the Garda Sts/cion t / corpoX'P.l Massey statsd tha:b whis,) on F~~:l;·t'ol 
they rls:t ted 1)1a,Z'1noro s pr emises but stilted they ha ti not vizi;j;f.'Jd e:ny on 
t hat night. 

Th.o four IIlGrubel's. t n unifort'l. were not anxious to coma in"Go 'the Sto..i.;io~ 
an,a. they ram:.d.no(l. in .1elle van outf'licl.e 'I;;h~ St;n.ti on whilo two l1iBtibel."''& x' ~(,1<4 
Clones r eJil<.1.1.ued ()lltsld.~ tha "131.1<1) 'rhO oth'l!t:!' t wo llBlJ.1hers wh(, VHJiff;l in 
tti V.U:i.f'Arl; D:ttlra apeni.. most of' the t ime t h@y were d.f) ta:iru~d in. tIltl S·J/.i t J on 

f'I. . .I>~ ... ins1-..... " ·· "-': 0 -'" "'.(, 1. \..., ')1 .. t~.·~ ",, & (}""".;"'''' ... ~.\.~ "'flVel """'I"'0l v",,,"I~·r ,..<,<.;'1 CI'(­'vIi v110 . ' C.1;l~'U,C)"I./,' .. • ~.$.-L.1 V-J. t:.u~ .! :.i~ .-. J",utit ) .. j..~f,}OJ", LJ.M.."" g ..... · 4, JI'n;;'),. \,:~ ,.I''''~''\M·;:t ........ , ,.),,",, l.A.. ';'-. ,t 

6a.rJl", arid. thr:y \<lG;r'6 -:;hcu G30(':1l"tad \;0 th~ bOJ("clex' ana. WGl~e IH~ ,J:n 9rrt:;01~.L.n:.; 
County b~02;"-r.ll.'l,1'~~,gh sa:fely~' '1 
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At 9 <J 30am ... on ·tJ10 fIlO1:');'Ij.}",s of t~ 2.5/5/Tj~ ~l"a!1c1f.\ If.oMo.h.on~ GlcJl1.oorl.~1t~ 
l~(:)~rt;O'imbut:tel."'!i G llnty J)'01"numagh, 03.116<C1 at this Station ' .:nil rapor-bail 
tho,t mombers. of.' the i3x-i tinh iwmy' hud (~f.\119t1 to hi IS home at l s,Li1 b cm. 
th!;l,t d.att?) al1.cl tl:"'lad to e~,i~'l errtI'o,tlGO by knooking 011 t~h.~ (i.00l'" O' l Gov~'1T-r(l 
ec-oat;iol'lS o Ha stati$d t;h .t hlil1 haar(l l1 vehiole nPPl"'oMh th~ hc.'UE~ ana 
stop and t hat four nwml)(~r5 of th~ Bl~:tti3h ArflW Got crllt of i t ., They 
thEm. weut to- ~h'S! dco~ of' the hoooo which 1s in .Ililw Republic and,. 'l,;r1.~d 
to gl.r.i.n el1tl"nn~o l! Wh,,\lCil D,t ·the ilOCl!'S F1>&n018 Mcl1ahr)n was: WD;t;Ch:.tt){~ :f'l"om 
cm ups'tw"s wirH\Ol'tl! and ha f.Hl~ (1 Green or Blue VCi.U travel up a.nil (tQi~11. 
th(~ road nt Clor-~~ora whiQh i n on -~hiL> side ot'" the borctar 01:1 fOUl· 

. &t1.~:f'el'*nt OOM.s:lO;1&G ~h;) 'fall then Teturned and. the f our un1.formild. 
lnr~m~.tl 5011 il'l'~O it e..n.d1t 'flea drl,.ven off tOW"O.I'M r.~!l®.l1:'l.gl)J1' wh:i.C1h :tl3 in 
I'io...-tlJC1"n !l'olruxl... ll.3 tho vau '.11113 ::!.ou,..,.:nglt :D').~all.ui~ Uc}\J.Wl;t uaU "~h.u.tt 
it had the reg.lk;t:t~at1or",,:Le.ri;t;ars A:U..I vd th th9 flg\].l~$~ 75 bu'(; ha 13ou.ld 
u~; get th$ remvining onea. 

Fl,"alud.n McU:e.h~ wna (J.~taiIMH1 a. t h:ts hmue by Ir.emb $r~ of trnJ. R. ~ l1 It a. ('jjll~ 
tlw ' .. 2th. DSOt'll'.ID{-)r" 1912" A repon on hit) d@t.I1H1t..h}l,i 1,1B'~t,)~, {;h;o :~:hih •. 
t,leo!;;iml)er, 1972 ~ Yv1il.t!I' f3~nt y c'tIJ. i;\nd 1. t Wt!i.11. (:.~~11)Ompa.n:1.1/.~ II lt~f t'i. l4IJ~'J;'d~1i:!h whJ.(~h 

. allow.s 1..M road to !}t:lelaw pilst Iiicliiahon~ IS l~O'Lln~ ~mCl t~l-iIt tf~~.lidtlH~ ;p~11i;l(J:tl 
or whif$h is in the Republio. . 

It d00a appear qu:t1te (le~.n,i.tt1l fl"om whnt Franoia Hol'L~h($ b~ 0f:l • .,.1.d thl.~t 
th~ :Il.~l.'W, wllc) oallad at hi~l hem wa:r& t~ aaltli9 man w11 .• ) W",):{'E!. l.f,d~:n'\ d.~)·ta:tn~d 
nt Ch·>n~$. To ~t 1;0 MoMahon' s hOU6~ th~ tnGlllb!\'il;"t,l of t11:f1 1:'b.""i M.s.h At''fCW 
vlOuld haVtt had to travel thzoough the Republic ·to~ 8. c1ista.Ma (;If a.bout 
OM ball' milE): bGtweM Clofl1.'l.goN and Clonooriolcc V/hil.a they WG'l'~ dlrlviUf; 
up p...ud. dorm the l'oad wMn seen by McMahon they would then have been 
on this s1da of: "bhe boX'{wr' as well. 

At't;G;1t- li1laviY'~ MoM.I?Jlon' 5 h<n.wE) 11 is very d:"t.f.'fimllt to und.ersts,!"..d. hm'! 
these men fil"1all3' eno.3d. up on the Mo:tk~ghan rOG.<J. lea.d.ing ll'l:\;O Claneil. 
They could. have croSB!i.ld f)ii;h~ Carra 01'" .l\..nnies nz...lde;e and (,)'U'\i on to. tht~ 
Clcnwa/soot~lhoU3\1/ roado From there they cou.ld have t1"o.ve1.1eo. to .A.ru}slc!c'{ll 
Cil.ld ·then out on to th$ Monaghf.lfi Roact. 'l'hey would. MW entererl the 
Monaghan :t;voad a.t 1egakell.y whioh would. agl"'ee with VJhat Massey sn.id when. 
he admitted that. they had Wavel1ed. about one mij.a on this road. 

It \Ve; nre- to be1i~" what these lOOn said. they indioated. t,ne.t they VT(,!:~ 
'totally lost in this tU"'$8: but at the sa.m@ tim~ they VI ~r-e able "'GO .set 
to McMaJ:lono s hOOB~ VJhich would 00 much Il~cre di:f'f"icv.l t to get "ho th~l"j 
Cl~ms·. They dia :v.at pGl"form any checl~ p~ints or stop any traffio on 
this tour of du't;;y and neither Cid. they visit any fa;rme. In V"lew cd" 
this i ,t d.Qos appeal" that they w'el"e on. some other roiBs1.on. 

Ln.t~r to-day a Mr. Fisk,1I Belfa.st oOl'respontient for tho )~ondon Tin:~s a.ru'i 
8 141"0 Derrick Ilrowr...a , .0 elf'ast corre ~.lpoY.1dent for the U?nchester Guar5i~~.~'li'l' 
telephonefl th;i(l Ste/cion and !tsked it" we cOllla o01'lffrm that t lr3 m,SmbEll"1r1 
of' the Br:t1,ish iu"ITlY had br;on on an al'TS13t tvission along the bore.ere 
?:hsy both a.gl~(l this question sil1.Q~ i~h$y nta;f;ad th,'1t the Ar:rrr~t I-'1"'e8S 
Officer had stated that the rn:9n Well"e going to m .. uJc0 an a:rl'es.t rlM.:r .I'c1'19 
bo:rd.9r. Th9y W9re told tha~~ W<i/ h~d no infol'."!lt:."'I.ti on about this" HO'.'le"1I·ro1""5 
1. t doss appeal" th.':\t by oa.lllng ."l.t '."olJahont 5 it wa s thei r i n.tentton "co 
either a1"X"illst MoMohon or ~omsone alea that might have been at his hODl~ G 

:tt is not known ·~.n whose U!:lJll9 tM van ment:toned ~.s ragister~'H"i. but \V}1i"l;}r"Y' 

(1ffoI't will be m~,da ('ii'l Mondo.y next to establish this,. f::hould [llW 
il"..f.'o.;,"m..~tion. come to l:l.gnt on this rn.:l.ttel" a ra:po!'1; will be sent you 
vd tJI01.rt M1avr £flea-aoo 
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! n!!;l tl.\ mm!\l}{~l' {'If the cral~{l1\ Hicch,}:!;"'1n ia:'mpO!"'J~ l"ily 
~"tta dl'''it to Clc:!rH':!n U~~~. '~icn ~ 11.:1J L .1irl:t.\')X . 1.,1,0 ~~ ",r;l . 
OJ;1 tlH~ norn1nr'; of th~! 25 oh r:~! :r,. 1:)'13·,. r 'ii?HM on 
Ch{~tMr:oint d-; dJY at Th-w n:tnxvond . Gl(lli.eg ,. I ~:.~ i 
~ v Cth1cle a.~JD1."Onnh T.h& Diamond. frmn thn P\:m~t~:rm:n 
1.~or·Hl </l :[ . 6r~na:~~lGt~ tho "\'!~! hit1~~e to ntop ns: j:~ 
aIjpl»on(~had tha <t;ratfic bol.la.rd i t the c<m.tr.l'} of 
:'i':hI1J Dit~moni'l", It ~Trt:il t:r~:~.1,!r,:)JJ.il''1f!' l?.lt ~'PP1('OX .. 2.0 
rdJ.,s ::i r (i~-r hrrur fO 'rhe d:-: iv(tl!' S l.Hi:::; ~d rel.ucJk,l'rt. to 
stop~ a.l thout::h T '"tl€r l.i'(n:trin.f! ~t Lcothli to helt aJ!ld 
bad: ~ ligbt~d ht.l'Hl tarcl\.",I (}otlt::t.t llP,,tl to rlitt'c;.[.il 
'h~.m to- ~'t;op 2u]ftl ;i;»l. shed ·f;b.e light on ~:m.d ill ff' 
~.nd the drlV$-l'1l' G'lferrt;u8:1.1y came to r~ llP....l.t li 'bont ;;0 
yartlt~ pnst me ;luat . f.ri; t~H) jmtc·tion ()f The n1!~OlHi fmd 
'the eo;v~~m noadt>. I :1lnrrod i!lt.t)l.y' ar1pl"\')>tf.chod thQ' 
dri"ll'ei:."' ~ he' CI!)e:neid tho door - Q l~lidl~'1€ dOQ');~ ...... and 
I flsked him: hi Gn.f.-?mo. He l"'ep.l1e-d; · 1f;:an:;;e~~' Il I 
3..oskad 11i.~ iter }~:U~ Gh.rf$t1r.'in nt~'1~ . iJe r<epl,ul('h' 
' H,dWt1l"'ei ri; ., I' a;:,1k~C'1 h.1tn.~~h~N heva.~ fl:"am. lt~ 
r~j.uiadt ' };el:tt10t t • I t?..J3ked h:1!ll :fox- his l}l':lV'ing 
Li, c.H~r£1. ce-. lftt el'1id he (u'd n t t ha:ve Onr.:l!Ol'l illm... I 
Gtli~ked hit~ if' h(tt eo'tu.(t 1dt,n-tiiJr hi:!t1f;;~lf"t. tl l"10 H.!'J 11~ 
'ft€'.D sea:C'c:~hlne hi$por:;keta :r :looked ·ov-er· h::1.s ahol:tl,dal~ 
lnto> th0 bfH:!k ef"~he ·rnn M(lI £!If:ll1 tht1: ~~l <!''' c'\.J'e of' a..~. 
Arro,Y' Uni.t ol'"1b'l. 111 thl'::t r~u'~ of tba vnr.t. :fllt."1re 'W~Ull ~tl~,~(} .~ 
mJUI i:n ()iv11ian ~.t·t'tl)!"U iu the rUDB&?lge-r a$tltt; Qf' t .i'te 
vehiclei'. I ~tnk~d. the driver tfhrtt h~ l'isd in t ho 
11 a el\t. -of the Vf>,ll 4 H!!) rel')li,ed: t '1~roo~ ' .. I a.~l~&d 
h.m wh.~:d~ k1n.d. ()t t X"CIOptl o» n~ rn;':liedt'Jttgt1~1"oel}a ;t 4\1 ' 

!~ ..... &.:tln: ~~$ked hll~ 'fi.hnt ldmd or Tl~OJJ'S . Md h~ 
l.'@"p.! i ed ~ I .B,l'·,:t:r~:i S'1tt :f':raOl}!:11 ., :rho cl riv~n:~ th~!m, pl.'·(n.ill€~(!I'{l 
1!;Ut .:rdaj[ltj,.fiai~,:tlon. C!aro ':litb the l1ru~H'): t l~dt1'a!"(t ~·~U.StHll<1t 
!m it . I ~1I1&k~.J.t (-5B.ti at this ~.tHf1~ thnt ther.e 1191"e) 
to.ur ms.n :m Hr:t' :tsh A-,rny 1Jllii"om ly~~t (h:'~m in th~ 
hacI:: of. 1~h.() "m!J; \(l.tb. t116-ir :t'r~"o{'!g ~:[~X 11J...ack~.l'vJd if; 
heh of <I';hem had. fl. Rifllr1' Ill; Thtl (~"iXt'{t thQir l'12met~ Qat 
J olm. }111noo,. trho ~~V(;f h:ts l?01r~- -ar~ f;--:. Uri vel'" ;; n the 
nritlL'1h Army. This 11'£nn WUt~ :tn \:tJ.V''l • .l5...cm attil""e in 
th~ :p::n;\nel':le~n" aeat (,r the vall. He~ Nu,ll:inti, 
ld&n Il'o!"fjytho-,. lienny :~a'\'.mtlem and .J 9.meS ;i';:n:llk110:r. 
'rh€H1.Q four wer o j.Xl GTi.ifo rnt.. j~r.H~ f.1l"i'\ter twk~;d. m 
on a llu.ra'ber (}f o{~(~a:aiQntl. the 1'cHHl 'co l~i Slto.J~.em. if fmd 
:t tl'ldy)t.1; inI'm:.'r:l hj.1l'l. I i1.alted. the drive· x' h.i~J r.)'l) .E1l:inl?S S 

.:1.n ClonoiJ end ha L tate:-d thn. t they were dOi,ng Oheelq;oixl'ts 
1m,~lth~ Ho't'dor ~,rq~afr~ot lost Ort th(dr 'tl~.,y bbCk to bU:~I3 t1 
l)!:nich h$1 sad.cl .. tnw I,i~n:.t!,,'!keR R •• :U . C.. Dt;~!:~~ if}n . TIle \'I'''fJlf! 
.... ...,,"'1' "" .0 -",""" f. l;:hd ;"'01""".:.1 n·...,.,··""n .... ..,10'· .... · t:~ ""'r1" 1",,·t· """';l+i""'~ f,T". 'if4 ~i. ... '" (.'\; \ ' w V ,\'1 v ,j,. ~~"\J, . '\ .'".l.. ..... ,; l:u'~'" Ui. ...... ~ )j. r..\...~..,., ~,. . \:..,) '4 .~ .. ~,,:.J \.J~ ,h V I'i 

AJlt-",,·757f.. It bn d a ,,;h1 h.'lf r oe)! and white hu,mpex-e. 
'l~hlfr~ ra- ~fe!~ ut'J () 't h f!T lIii:t, :f'k ilV'('S on :i:f; . 1: .~'tr;.',k,od. a 
""'~ ." q1~fi" 'Y·.Ot''''''·2·";,, 01>. 4-..,.~ ""C"Tf< 1' I">:~:. '~·h ·~ rh - "".,~~ ~~. ~ . .);.,' ""'.", dO",.,." J'-;'Q'.~.'!>..>! Joi. !j.'''"I. \.JJ~ ..... i:J:\;t 'tIW \. ... .): .:t; .. 1. ... ;.. " ... ',-[ ~ .... JJ,:;" '\"f_ 4..t. ,·(..~ h.~tl "' <I!' \:I J - V.!f~~ ,...lv...l 

~,\f:'l;SlHt;B.:e.Ce , tsUld ;~erGe'~1.l't .:; " H09.1y a.rri ved 5..n a f~'W' 
raj.nu-tQ~ . ' ;'0 nccom.:pF~ll5.Bd. ,1;;.hem to the Q.~)_t" 1a S'1;at1iOll~ 
Clo!i.(1s . 0,G)'_·y~t .. J,:o;; rJll!? f. Glone~~ ~ (':ame on duty a:t 
1.45 t'.hm . and took emr.gr!t.. I lW:ifC re-cad (H' &l'"' thil~ 
$ta";e:men t an.d .1 t j'.acoXT~ct ., 
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statfJtn01'1t OI Sergto S .. P. p;!oA:Nlle jl 1061.7. H. Clon s Ste.tit')iihg m....,.d~ oa 
the 25/5/ 73, Q El", det@ntion of ab: roow.bax-s of Bx·~.t:1.sh fox-my e.t Glo~1e3 on 
·"ho mOl"ning o·f t~ 25/5/73. . . 
• 8 •• 0.Q~OGOO • • ~ GO~ •• ~~o e • •••• O ' • •• ~ •• $ • • ••••• ••• • • O •• •• o .o • • e .~ • ••• ~~~~~. 

X am a. Sargeant ot t he Gl~rda. !~i()cha;na statio!'J.ed at Clolles , Oounty 
Monaghan. At 1,,4.5ame on thll) mOl"'i:rl.na of the 25/5/73, I VIas called. '~Q> 
Olones GIlrda. Sta:tii(,,11:1 ViJh9~ 1. had 0. eorr ersat'icn with G(11"lia 1).o.Jr.'1£ 
F1tzgmrala., 168150 Gc who i13 on 'i;eurpo!'t>.ry trar!sfer at Clort~s St~t<iO:\ll3 
As n x'esuJ.'G of whn:~ Garda ll':U;zgara,ld told .me r quostions(l a man whQ W{'41!t 
then in '~hG'l Publi6 Off5 .. oe. He gav'QJ his 1~!Jll~ as E(1.w':'u>d M!~fl8eY' alWt 
sta'bi>d th.!},t hili 'I-:;a,l1; Clr..a'Gi",a ~'£ ill.ghfiel(l , &lf aat<& 1i@ (l,(\lroitt;(iJ d that h~ 
was, 1',\ me:mber of th~ Bl"i t1811 Al"i£fl &;tt~),oh~d to the 27tho Squadron/t Roy£!!.l 
Co:t:"p of '1~ranfjpOil.'1i " aJ."J,d that t'l0 \vas e. l/Co:rpol"'al MOll! 2J~007098" i~ s·~itdl.c f). 
t hat he Wail' a;i.,.tnc~d. to t he }loyal i'll't:tlJ.a:ry and ViaS basad. m:t I,i~3hAr;lk.$D" 
OounV Ferm,:-magh .. He wat} ru.·"'\~HJs~d 1.n o1v11ian a t..;ti:r8 . ~1~ t;tu,t;.$u 
tha.t the MotCJ~ Vi:lJt'l. which waa pDrl(ed OU·\;f.'J.&J the Sts,'iJ.:l,t.ift WlrI.f.!: ·t;b~] :P'!:~OPt)J.~·~W 
of tIle Brl.t1fJ~1 l~y and tha.t tJn'l. five Jf~m -nb-Qc w€lr\~ l.l\ it ~Nt o.U. l~mb1llr'l 
ot thel Br.tt1ah iIJ.'WY.. The Mo~ Vmt. tl,l!!!ntloo$il Vci' ~ ~ ~lt"IY~~' tl~tlt\)l~l 

. l Sowt. RE1l~. Noo At},..., 7571. 'l:hs roof eJ'1'1bumtJ~u"8 'll1',J,if'1i$ t~,j). t tlt'1l It WJA'! ~ &):4£. 
ther e . re no mal~ldr..kjJ whate'V'~n"· on t 11E1 VGlttclo to ina:tt'Hlt e that i t WltS 
the prOp/!Jl-ty ot the llri tish .A:rii\Y. A Road Fl1n.d 1 ... 1ru,nl.ce ,ti.sl":L'),.yed 
sho'OWd t hat t hewhiolo was ta:lted. to Si p1:atl'llbar'e 1~/7.:$. @nd thn:b t ·h$ ~um 
1)t £69 .. 5() ha d: be~n l)&.id in :t'a~~pe Qt of the vehl.olf~ ta 1lI\.ral~~.l\tU'i.i~ ·t)lt Qo\lnty 
Coono1111 t/Corpol"a:L had a. small map a.r~d he at!l.ted. tha~ t;h$".1 had l.08~ 
the:b' waw am.d a!T1~d ila Clon~s when th~Y' wo;r" atoPP0d by 'thE! (~!;u:'dl')j, ,, 
Be· t hen attt)mpted to ~.ndicatll to ma on h18 ma.p tlu:~ l'oute he l'-.edli;o1:::lII~ 
but vtetLl \ll'laole to iif) so. H~ pointed to a r oa..tl l eading f r om. too mlit:i.ra. 
C10l"f.aS/Ns\'i"tomlbutlltl"' Road to Det'lybeg and stated be must have ,took a 
wrong turning 0>01 -Chit;: road. 'lb.1.s parl,icular I'oad ia QI'atar{i3d f ac Sf!roa 

t:t m$ and. t:~t''''IJJ,.d oot b~ UB£jcl by 0. Mm.ol"' Van. Wlle-!'1 i t Vlat3t 1'0itl';;$dotti'l .~ 
him th~t h~ had e.ppr cac.ht'>(l Clones f rom the Mons-ghan Rea.a. h~ r.d;atl.'ild tb\t 
he aid. not krl0w how ha {~O\~ on t his %'Glad but t!I.d.l~tt{>}d that he h.tl.i!. t!'3."t\"~lJ.~ 
cm i ·t for a.bout oM rn1le1e After :l:\U"ther que st~.oniU3 h@ tid~ja1.;$(t t hat bit 
was; unable t o gl'\."9 &"r:! aasistanes at litll and ·thfd.; h~ <"lid not kn01,( wh~)ll.'$ 
ho ,n:.tS:. X t hen went oui:siO.0 t ha Station :?~nd qu.!!H;J1d oned "GM f:twii/ 
OOQupants ar. t~ Motor "&1& Whsn qUGst10ned I asoer tailwd 1'ih@ ±~ollow1:i~ 
regarding oach oooupant:- (1) John H11scln, Driver, Royal CCJ:rp of 12l:."ilnnp().::}, 
27th. Squadron,. !foo 241325112 ) attaohed to the Roya.l Art~n.lerY' at 
Lisnasloa&. ( 2) Sumes Faul.~r, Gum'wlt"l, Ifo. 2lJ.3Q4.67l, Royal Artille:?'Y.I) 
( 3) t.eonard Salm.ders, Gutmlll", No. 2ltJ.812eiO, ROJl'al lix"ti llerys (Lt.) l'IarrJ' 
Mullins , Gunner'~ No. 2382980, (5) 11.11en Forsyt;he, t/Bombardi<t':~'t No_ 
24ll!2100, No's' 2,, 3, 1.:-, and.5 ar.c all 8,tte.ohed t o t he Royal. Al,,.t~.11~lf'y at 
Lisna.skea.. P'tilsoll a nd. lfol"Bythe .a.ra natives of scotl and wtdJ.a thlli 
r emc1.ining thrse: 9,re gngliah. Hil son W~, E.t i n ci'rl.11an (a;t"tire wh:lla all 
t he others weI'~ in Green camoutlagGd. DattltHlr-\i~fl8'. Th'! five C:JOOUpDJ'ltt1l 
of t he Motor Van wel."'e aaon i1" possession of a. 7e 6Z srn • . and l).n.othot" 
similar weapon :b'1i the l~oto!" Van was the pr0p91"ty of: L/Corporal Ma.!Hl~;Y. 
'they ill stated t hat i n each weal,on 'bhore was El. full ma.gazL"l'a 0:'" 
a.mmunit i on whiohoon:tained 15 ~ound.f) ~,nd in Rdd1.tion. eaoh memher hn.d ~ 
&eloond l oaded Magadn~ 1'1'h.1~ch gav~ cach member a RU"l.c and. 30 ROt.m,ds of 
a.mmw1ition. Whsn I q'J:0atiotwd the:) nwn in the Van the £ OUl" f·{ho were in 
uniform 'if-er9 l ying on t he floor ot thG Val'l and un:L~as too :l.n8id@ of iilID 
vehiole was chQclood they oou.1d not b~ seCiltl;'k In ad.ill. t i onl' al l of thGl~ 
had. th-air :eaotHl blaokamHl. fl,lh& \)t),:~y lnembar of th@ pal""by i ll tba MC)'l;Qt' 
V'an. who would answer (J.'f<Y' quastions wa.s: J/Bol!l.bar().1sl"- FOl"sytho (l He s"ta-::o et 
t hat thay weN on duty i'r'o1ll llp1l19 tC1 2e.m. e..ntl t heil' pl"'incipa,l funct:1.on. 
was; t l-A peri'ol"lr..anO$ of V'&C.P s . ( Vehiol* Ch0o.k Poittts ) Ha B'i;a1;,nJ.i thf);~~ 
tr.4.~ l:'>9a80n for tho two c1.rllie,ns wa.g that l)oth W~1."Gt d.l"ivGl"3 o,n& sin~} 
t hey had I.l oi'lr:tlian vebiole it was mOl'e sui table to hav0 D. Li$t:ilioX" in 
oiv-il:tan o.ttln driving. He stn.t~d. tlurt the rlen Ul tUl:1.fOrn.l wOilld hi} 
aroppsd e:t a l')oin~' whel'e t hey would hold. up tI'aff:1.c Md th~ vrm would 
be drivel1 O:WI:"..Y anil 1:'10.:1.1 bMk lat~~ .. f'O:t" thelil~ Whon gUlEi::r!;;::I.cl!!;'.:Hl aB to thg~ 
mm'1bel" of Check Peil!'i;?; pe:rf'ox'ln(\l(l bei'olC'a orrte:r-ina; Clcioor.; ha ~):te:t,!a. 1.;!tf.\~~ 
t hey hf,;\.d. no:t; l'l01I'f'c,:r-m&d /:,.>,1.W :;I,nd hLHl not; 1':1"i:oc<ppad 1.\11Y vehj,oli'H1 cd; al.141 :rl:H:;;>"' 
we:r.~ :tt<,t in 11{).'lStH:l8:i.0!l of: f:)J1Y' Si[,'n3 and. c O'J.ld oru..y prodnoe et 'r;or:J' P (l01:' 
t oreh whioh ap}.x$iU~tH.t t;o 1J~. totally inatl~ qua,'\';(ls fo:r:' nig!21u:; Jb!1[{ h::,;;.1'i'io tt) 

c.' {~C·'\"l I'Jlh~'''''\ u'a"" " f\'\ /'P p.Q~..'( 0 in ... \~,". rJ,,+"' .... \r '!l ""hl.· dh 'i': ".,,)".Y "").·,·"e',[i .,.," ""," 
Q ~ ~.t"e.t .L J ,:id. ~ n ~. ~-"'" J.../ .... \O ..... 'l.o,.\.L.Ji,. It./A.MJ' ,l ·.J. V 1'I V4 ' e~". 'f1,... '!,.~..t v..& ..... " t .,)" ~ f.t' .. h"~ V:li.':'''''v'· 

u~d fOll> oont. .. c{~in~ th~i!' bae,~ ., r./BI)::lba;rd.i!? ~it Ji'oX'H:.vthe st:r.vt,;s fl. tlw:t ·t;);;·.iJjT 



DFA/5 Department of Foreign Affairs

© National Archives, Ireland

lef"t ti ~~}!'JE.skGa a,nd. enllW to Novtl)ol;nbutlOl" mu}. from ·ther~ outi '1;119 rc)alt 
i;i:~'flf:U'Cls th.a bo!?Clel:" at ClcH"les0 Ha sta·i.;~Hi t hg, t thoy 'i;urn~d :"ig.h:t; ait 
Q-. eX-OBS irMlledia:t0~'Y' bef'or~ "'Ght~ sit~ of iih'r!l bomb damaged Cun toma 
StatS.on and d.1:-ove ttlo:r~1 this x"oad U1'1t:11 tl ey cronnod Et small h~.,,;1(1f;$ 
and then m'rlved a:t-w aoothwp road. junutioll& He stated that they 
i;urno{l 10ft a/i? this jllnotion (l.!ilU after dJ. .... lril1g f or lJ. (i.ista.ne0 Ctl~t'i'f$il 
in Clones. He waa tr~O$t emaout: .. to con ... r lnoel me- t }l.at this was th'~ X'O'l~"'IJ~ 
'chey had to.k$n. Ha also statrc;d tha.'b they had lost their way and Buit\. 
that they wan; 01'1131" o!'G l .. i8l:".:.8.sJ.r~a for 3 woekso In tho Motor Van I saw 
a. Fi \"e (}cJlon il.rum 0'1" Pe·bro). axil on the floot) were a flJ)f'.mel" of fonus 
T!M.ch Vl O"-lld be um~d by "'chG Arm,Y on tha ocoasion ('.If Vehiole Chacl" 
Points</! I tot"k pOBfle.ll3Sion of on$ of then0 1.:'l.M a OOPY of' i3i:llt!r.il i.a 
attaoood,. While in the Gnrda StatiOtl L/Corpoxonl Massey stn:tad thr"t 
w~'l1u on pnt:r'oJ. they usually v:18~.ted farmer'a Fremi.nas but statad that 
cm. this particuler ~iour of d)lty they did. no·t v:tsit &~W IwoUll.S$n" Orb 
tJl~ i nstruotions of· thQ D1s Jcl"'ict Of't-1Mr the (; ~~el). W@I'U Nl$(lslbd 
at 6am", on t his dr.d,{) ar1d ware @socrt;od to tho bOl~dG1" whsr<9 th'l),1 \'{~ 
lioen .aaf~~l1 into (;ounV F@r.ntanagb ,,'" Clcmtl1vd~ 
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