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Chief Superintendent,

Detention of Six Mmbers of Pritish Arvwmy ot Ulones
en the nornlug of the 25%th, Hay, 1973

CHRGCNPERCPrRAFOOBVPIRCLROUREEARPRUEDRLERDDOERHEEROOGGN

T enclosoe file recelved from the SBerpoant lomoharye, 0lones, satbing
eut the olveunstanses under which six weubers of &ha fr iﬁs{ Avy
werg deteined at Clones cn the merning of the 20th. Bay, 1903

Before the men were released I was In telephenle commnication wibh
Superintendent Robinson; ReU.Oe, dskillen, who Lad disoursed the
mattey with Mojor Fpillp Hewes, &}m (1 Boval Artillery, in bhal avose
dg a resull the uupez*imendmb vag, to give un essurance thet Lhe wen
vere members of the Dritish jwmy and vere in feot deteiled fon patwel
duty en the nighd of the 2 25%h Mey, 1973.

Thie offlce report of 22nd Tecenber, 1973 referred 4o the dotentlen
of Trongis Molbnhon, Cloncorick, et his bhome by mebeys of the ReU.le
Mire Mulinhon does nob wish to mske a written atateuent in repard e
the incildent ab his home on Lhe morning of tlhe R25th instente

Q0D 0GAUN GOV VL OGRUFROOOWPE
( 0o Giblin)
Superinteadent
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GARIDA

- ~ '“‘Deépartment of Foreign Affairs
Ciones ,\\Lii{éﬂnq
Monaghan District
Confidentlial, Co. MONAGHAN
25/5/ 130
Superintendsnt,
Konaghnie

Detention of S‘!:sr X embera of British Avny et Clones om the merning of
thie 25the liny

...l'ﬂﬂ#u‘".Dig.UOQOOOOiOU.O0.0.0.....!0.909.0&00!!0‘0&9!..GG&Illihiﬁﬂ

Statoments from the undsroontioned are forwarded for your infvrmation

Ploase g
1o Gyrds Merk Fitegevald. Stopped vahiols conveying merber
of Eritish Armye
2. Serghe JoP. Hodrdle. Intarviewsd members of Dritiash
Axmye

The facts of this ocaee are os follows s

Ab sbout 1.40am, on the morning of the 25/5/73, Garda M. Plizgerald,
16815G, who is tomporarily attached to Clones Statlon from Cxushsaen,

Co, Clave, was cn Check Point duty ab the Diamond, Clonese Tho wanber
was carrying o torech and was weering a Scobehillte Belte While on the
Diomond the menmber saw a vehicle ovproacsh from the lonaghan Noad direo=
tion and as 1% approsched the traffic bollard in the cenbtrs of tha
Diamend G,xda Fitzgereld signalled to the driver to stop. The driver
soemed reluctant to stop and although the member continued to {lash hig
torch the driver of the vehicls did not stop until about 30 yards pasi
the wember ond nsayr ths junction of The Diamond and Cavs Strests Carda
Mtsgerald then spproachsd the driver who opensd the sliding door and
tho membey asked him his nome, He replisd "Massey" and whon askad fox
te ohristisn name he replisd "Edward', When asked vhers he was from
he said "Belfast", Ho was then asked to produce hia Driving Liconce
bub he stated that he did not have one with him, He was thon asked

to produce some identification and while searching his pockets Garda
Fitzgerald looked over his shoulder, Vhen he did this the menmber saw
the sleeve of an Avmy Uniform, Gg-da Pibzgerald then askad the dwivar
vwhat he had in the back of the wan and he repliocd "I'rmops”e When aasked
whet kind of {roops he sald "Just Troops"e When he w®as pgein asked
aboud the troops he replied "British Tyoopa™e. Ths driver then produced
his identification oard showing his noms as Edwerd Massey., Garda
Pitegerald thon saw thot the four men in the rear of the van wers Ilying
on the floor end that each one of thom had o Rifle, Thsy slso had thalw
fapces blackenad. There was a man in ths front passengor seat who was
in ocivilisn attire end who gave his name s John Hilson with the yank of
drivere The four men in Uniform gave their namss as Harry Hullins,
Man Forsyths, Lenny Saunders, and “omes Foullmors The driver of the
van asked Ynria Fitzgoreld on a nunber of occasions the rosd te Lisnaplae
When he was ssked his business in Clones he stated they wema doing Chegls
Points in the border aves, got lost whon on thelr way back o theixr bosa
et Disnasken R.UsCe Stations Ggards Fitzgerald saw thatl tha van was 2
Green Bodford, Rege Nee AIL=7571, with a white xcof and bumpers. “hexe
ware no mr’.::.ngs whatever ocn the vane Gorda Fitzgerald then ssked a po
ing motorist ‘o contact the Garda Station for sssistanse and “erpte Ha
Healy arrived on the scens in a very short {(imoe Both membeys then
sooonpanied the six men and the vehicle to the Vorda Station whore Seizk.
KeArdle oams on duty at lol5ame

¥hen Serghe Mafvrdle errived in the Station at lohSam, the nen .br-.;
questionad the driver of the van who gove his nﬂ 1w ag Fgwawd Mas:
L/Corpoarel Noe 25007028, oitachsd to the 2? “{&I‘C)"’, P sport
Corp ond based at Lisnssikoa with the Royal A I.J\.ll.@?("’p lg stn ‘ad. th

£
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he was a notive of Highfield, ®olfest, and was drsssed in clvilian
attire. Mo statad thebt 4hoe Motor Van vhich was verked outsids the "apis
Station was officisl British Army property and that the five men whe
vere in 4% were nll merbers of the British Arty. The Van was s Gyreen
Bodford, Hege los ALL=7571, with whits roof and bumbers but there wore
no marikdngs whatever on the vohiele to indlsate that 1t was the property
of the Epritish fArmye A Road Fund Liecsnce dlsplayed on the vebdcls
showed thot it hod been taxed until the end of Seplember, 1973, end thal
the sum of £6%. 50 had beon paid to Formenecgh County Councll in rezpoch
of the wvehioclce I/Corporol Massey was in possesslon of a amall nap and
ho stated that they had lost thelr way and arzived &n Clonss when thoy
were stopped by the CGordal, Hg then attempted to indisate on the wmap
the route they bod token but he was unsble to do s¢. He pointed to o
road on the map which leads from the main Clones te Newdownbuiler Heald
to Dayrybeg but as thls road has been cratersed for some t¢ime they could
not have travelled thls woad with a vehiels, Vhen 4t was pointad ouf
4o him that he had trevelled in the Monaghan woad to Clonos he stabed
that he did not know how thay got on this particuler road bt adedtied
that they ha'l travelled for sbout ons mile on it. Af'gar fursher
guentioning he stated thot he was unable to glve sny seslotongs ab 2ll
end did not koow Bhers ho wase The men in the v sere then auestion

© and they gave thaix namss eto. as follows = (1) Jobn tlson, Driver,

Royal Corp of Transport, 27the Squadron, No. 24132542, stiached to the
Royal Artillery ot Liernaskes. &: was in olvilian attire. (2) Janmes
Faulkner, Gunnor, Noe 24304671, Royal Actillewy, (3) Leonsrd Saunders,
Gunner, Noe 24181260, Royel Artillery, (4) Marry Mullins, Cascex, Nos
2382980, Royal Artillery, (5) Allen Forsythe, 1/Bombardier, Noe24d40100.
Hilsom and Forsythe ers natives of Scotland while the other thies are
Engliche The five occoupants of the van were each ln possession of a
7062 S.LeRe and Massey elso hed a similay weapon which wes in the vens
Laoh member admitted that he was in possession of e loaded magasine of
15 rounds of ampunitlion which waz 4n the weapon and alsc a spore full

The four zen in uniform were 1fing on the floor of the van ond wless &
inside of the vehlels was checked they could not be seone ALl of them
had thoiyx faces blackensde

Tne only member in the van who was inolined ¢o talk wes I/Bombardier
Forsythe. He stated they were on duty ifrom llpme to 2ome and thelr
functlon was the performanss of Vehiela Check Points. Ho stated that
the reason for the two civilians was that both wers drivers and since
they were uasing a civilian vehicle a driver in clivilian ettive was more
suitebleas Hio stated that the men in undform would be dropped at
differvent pointe and that the ven would be drlven gway for some thime and
then return and colleot theme He stated that they had not perfidemed
any check poinis on that night and had not stopped any wehiocles at alls
They wers not in possession of eny signs for road checks and oculd only
produce a very poor toroh which appeared totally unsultable fow stopriog
vehicles, "There was a T/R Rpdio in the vehiele which thsy stated thwy
used for contacting their basze, He stated that they left Lisnaskss nnd
ocane to Newbownbutler and from there out the roed towsrds the border of
Clongs. He stated that they turned right af o cross immediately befors
the bomb dannged Custems Statlion and drove alony this read, over a small
bridge and then to another cress. He stated thay furmed left at this
junction and thea arrived in Clones. He eppearsd most anxious to
gonvinse me that this was the route they had taken. In the van were

o number of forms which ere used by the Army on Check Foints in the
North and a copy of one of these is attached.

While in the Garda Station I/Corporal Massey stated that whils on petral
they visltod Farmer's premises but stoted thoy had not visifed eny on
that nights

Tha four merbors in uniform were not arcdlous to come into the Staticn
and they romained in the van outside the Station whlle two nwrbers Trom
Clones remained cutside the vane The obther two mombers who wore in
vivilian attlre spent most of the time they were detained in tha Station

On the instructions of the Distrloet Officer the men were valassed ob

Gam. and they ware then escorted to the border and were sgsn enleirli
¥

County Formensgh safelye y
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At 9e30ame on the morning of the 25/ 5/73, Francls MoMaohon, Cloncoriel,
Wewtornbutler, County “ermanagh, called at this Station end reported
that mombars of the British Army had called to his home at lam, on
thot dote and tyied 4o gain entranse by knocklng on the deor on several
ceoasionse lo stated that he heard o vehiele approach the house and
stop and that four members of the British Avmy got out of ite They
then went te “he dcor of the house which is in the Republic and tyded
o goin entranss, While ab the doory; Franols Me“zhom was watching feom
an vpstodvs window end he saw a Green or Blue Van travel up and down
the rood at Clenogore which 48 on this mide of the border on {our
Alf'Cerers cscasionss Dha van then returned end the four unilurmed
members got into L€ eand 4t wes dciven off towerds Keeleghy witleh is dn
Nowthorn Irolande As %ho van was louving, Pyanuis Ho'hbhon sew thust
1% hed the reglstrationm,letiers AIL with the figures 75 but he could
not gt the remoining ones,

Froncis Nollohom was dstained ot his home by members of the R.U.C. on
the 12ths Dem-mb@:', 1972 A veport on his detentlion dsled the 2lsta
Deconber, 1972, wag sent you and it waa accowpanied by a skotsh which

ealaghy past Hellahon's house and the shaded porfdica
of winieh 43 in the Republice.

I4 doen appear quite definite from what Franols lckshon has sald tha®
the nen who ealled at his home were the same men who were loter dstalwed
at Clonese To get to Molabhon's house the members of the Baltleh Avigy
would have had o travel through the Republis for e distance of zhout
ons half ndle between Clonogore and Cloncoricke While they were driving
up and down the rosd when seen by Mcllahon they would them have been

on this side of the border as well.

After loaving MeMahen's house 4% 4s very alfficult to understond how
these men finally ended up on the Monaghan road leading inlo Clumesse
Tpey could have erossed eithay Corra or Annies Bridge and out on to 4k
Clomes/Scotshouse roade From there they could have travelled to Ammalore
and then out on to the Monaghen Roade  They would have entored the
Honaghen road ot legokelly which would agree with what Massey sald when
he aduitbted that they had travelled sbout one mile om this road.

If we ore to belisve what these men sald they indioated that they wers
¢otally lost in this ares but at the same tims theywere zble to gt
te Molishon'!s house whiech would be much mere difficult to get Yo thon
Gloners They did not vewrform any checlk pdints cr stop any traffic on
this tour of duty end neither did they visit any farmse In view of
¢his 4% doss appeer that they were on some other missione

Later $o-day a lr, Fisk, Balfast corresvondent for the London Tinmes and
& Nro Derrick Prowns, “elfast correspondent for the Manchester Guardlan,
telephoned this Stotion and asked if we could confirm that ths msubsaya
of the Pritish Army had been on an arrest migsion along the bordsr.
They both aslked this question since they stated that the Army Press
Off1cer hed stabted that the men were going to make an arvesd neer the
borders They wera told that we had no information about thls, However,
1% doss appear that by calling at Mollahon's it was their intention ©o
elther arvest Hclashon o somsone else that might hawe been at his honee

It 45 not knowm in whose nane the van mentioned is registerad bud every
effort will be nsde on Honday next to establish this, Should any
ivformation come to likhé on this matter a veport will be sent you
without deloay Fleasee

-
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Statoment of evidence of Unyda Fark Vitzrersld,
168150¢, mode ot Clones on the 24th leay, 1973,

T nm o memboer of the Gorda 3lcchene tempornrily
attnched to Clones Stations AL approxe 1.40 aunm,
en the worning of the 25th Fay, 1973, I was on
Checkyreint duty at The Diapond, Ciloned. I saw
& vehicle asrronch The Dinmond from the FVonsghaw
Rosd o T girmalled the vehicls to siop as il
arproached the traffic bollard in the centrz of
The Diamond. It was travelling at approxe <0
miles rer hour. The driver seened reluctint to
astop, although I was wearing a Lcothlite bell end
had & lighted hond forche I contimmed Ho slassld
him %o stop and flashed the light on and oflf
and the driver eveniuslly come to n helt sbouf 30
yards pagt me just at the junction of The Niesmond and
the Caven Rogde. I dwrediately apprrosched the
driver, he onened the door - p gliding door - and
I noked hinm his neme. o replied: ‘Fassey's 1
asked him for his Christisn nume. He replied:
‘adwnrd‘s I assked him wheve he was from. He
replied: "Belfant®. ¥ ssked him foxr his Driving
Ticence, He nnld he didn't have one on him, I
asked nhim if he covld identify himgpelf, and ag he
was mearching his pockets I looked over his shoulder
into the back of the van and I saw the gloeve of an
Aymy Uniform in the rear of the van. There was mloo a
man in eivilisn atiire in the pascenger aeat of the
vehiole. I asked the driveyr what he kad in the
back of the ven. leo rveplied: ‘*Troops®. I asked

C him what kind of teoops. e re-lied: ‘Jusnt Troopsts
I azain ashked him what kind of Troops, and he
veriied: ‘British Troops’. The driver then produced
an Identification Card with the name 'Hdward Fassoy’
o ite. I nsked saw ot thig stage thait there were
four men in Lriftish Aoy vniform lying doxwn in She
back of the van with their faoces kxX blackened.
Bach of them had a Rifle. The gove tholr nomes asgt
John Eilson, who gave his Post as a Driver in the
British Arnye. Thip man wes inr civilion attire in
the passenser seat of the van. lepry Fullins,
Alan Porsythe, Lenny Dannders and Jores Poulkner.
Theso four wers in Unifome. The driver acked me
on = nuvber of ocecagions the rousd to Lismuskea, and
I didn*t inform hin. T seked the driver hilp business
in Olones and he atated that they were doinz Checkpoints
in the Rorder area,rot lost on thelr wey back to buse,
which ho sald was Lisnoshken R.U.U0. Dialione. The von
was a 10 owt +edfond, drcen eolour, Reristration [o.
ATL-75T1, It had a white roof and white bumperse.
Thers waye no other maxkinzg on ite I asked o
paceing notorist to contoct the Gnyda Stalion for
assisiance, snd Sergesnt He lealy arrived in a fow
pinutess Yo accompsuied them to the Gaxda Stetion,
Clones. Jerpt. Feswdie, Clones, came on duly atb
145 a.me and took charge. I have resnd ever this
ptatenent and it is correct.

Signeds /4‘// etk ‘/?/fx /fir' tarda
(Hark Pifzrerald) 168156

Date: 25%th Fay, 1975.
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Statement of Serge J. P. MoAnrdle, 10617. H. Clones Station, made om
the 25/5/7%, re. detention of six members of British Avmy at Clones on
the morning of the 25/5/73%

PPOOCRIOEAORREPCEOCDNIGIAUECRIPRCUPODIDBCOIOCRORCORBEORORABCOEF0RPADIEOTLORULE

X em a Sergeant of the Gurds Sicchana statliomed at Clones, County
Monaghans At lehBam, on the morning of the 25/5/73, I was ecalled to
Clones Garda Station where I had a conversation with Gurda Movlk
Fltzgorald, 16815, Go who is on temporery trensfer at Clonas Statlions

As o resuld of what G.rda Fltzgerald told me I questionsd a man who was
then in the Publie Ofice. He gave his neme as Ldward MHassey and
stated thot he was a native of Highfield, Delfant, Mo admitisd that he
was o member of the Dritish Army attoched to the 27the Hquadron, Royel
Corp of Transport, emd that he was & I/Corporal No. 24007098, Hg stated
that he was attsched te the Royal Artillery and was based at Lishasksu,
County Fermansgh. He was dressed in clvilian attire., He stated

that the Mobor Van which was porked outelds the Statden was tha pmoperdy
of the Briiisa Army end that the five men whoe wera s 4% wers ail membera
of the Eritish Aruye The Motor Van mentloned wes & Gress Bedlovd

A5owte Rege Moo All=7571e The voof and bumpers were painfed white and

thore were no morkinks whatever om the vehlcle to indisate that it was
the property of the British Artye A Read Fund License disployed
showed that the wehicle was taxed to September, 1973, and that the sun
of £69¢ 50 had been paid in respect of the vehiole te Fyrmansgh Coundy
Counocile I/Corperal had a small mop ond he stated that they had lost
theiy way and arrived im Clonss when they were sbtopped by the Gardsi.

Ha then cttempted to indicats to me on his map the route he had taken
but was unable to do so. He pointed to a road leading from ths main
Clones/Newtownbutler Read to Derrybep snd stated he must have took a
wrong turning on this road, This particular road is eratoved for soms
tine and eould not be used hy a Motor Van, When it was poinbed ocub o
kim that he hod appreoached Clones from the Monaghan Read he siated that
he did not kmow how he got on this road bud admitied that he had frovsile
on 4t for about ons mile, After further questioning he stoted thal bw
was unsble %o give any sssistance et all and that he did not kaow whore
he was. I then went cutside the Station and questionsd the five
cooupsnts of the Uotor Van. When questionsd I ascertained tha followin
rogariing each cocupentie (1) John Hilson, Driver, Royal Cowp of Transpor
27the Squadron, Nee 24132542, atteched te the Royal Artilisry ot
Lisnaskeae (2) James Foullmsr, Gumnsr, No. 25304671, Royal Artillewy,
(3) Leonard Smunders, Guansr, Noe 24181260, Royal Artillery, (4) Hevoy
Mullins, Gumew, Noe 2382980, (5) Alien Forsythe, I/Bombardier, Noe
24348100, No's 2, 3, 4, end 5 ars all attached to the Royal Arvillery at
Lisnaskea. Hilson and Forsythe ere natives of Scobland whils the
remaining threse ore Englishs Hilscn was in civilian attire vhils all
the cthers wers in Green caomouflagsd Battledress, The five occoupants
of the Hotor Vyn were each in possession of e 762 SIR, and onothow
similar woapon inm the Motor Van was the property of L/Corporal Massay.
They 21l stated that in each weapon thore was a full magazine of

ammurd tion which cantained 15 wounds ond in nddition each membor had &
second lesded magazine which gave each mombex a Rifle and 30 Rcunds of
emgunition. When I questioned tho men in the Von the four who wers in
tnlform were lying on the floor of the van end unless the inside of tlw
vehicle was checked they could not be seene In addltion, all of thos
had their faces blackensd. The only member of the party in the Hobor
Van who would erswer eny quastions wos I/Bombardier Forsythe. Hs stated
that they were on duty f{rom 1lpme to 2ome and thelr principal function
wag the performance of V.C.Pse (Vehicle Cheok Polnks) He stated thab
the reason for the two civilians was that beth were drivers and sinns
they had a civilizn vebicle it was more suiteble to have o uorber in
civilian atiire driving. s stated that the men in uniform weuld bo
dropped at a polnt where they would hold up traffie and the ven weuld

. be driven owey and ¢all back later for theme When questioned as to the

munber of Cheek Peinds performed befora entering Clomes he staled thnd
they had nob perfermed any and hod not stopped eny vehioles at alle Lhuy
were nct in possession of any signs and could only produce o vory ypaoy

forch which appoered to bs totally inadequate for signalling {rvefific to
stope Thers was a /R Radio in the lotor Vyn whiech thoy statad

L
I

vsed for conbootinz theiy boes. 1/ Noobardies Forsythe siated {that they
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1efE Tdenasken ond came to Nowbownbutler and from thers out the read
Towards the border at Clones, il stated that they turned right et

a cross immediately befere the site of the bomb demaged Customs
Station and drove along this road until they crossed e swall Lridy
and then errived st snother road junctione He stated that they
furred left at this junction amd after driwing for o dlstance oxvived
in Clonsse He was wost anxious to convinge me that this was the vouls
they hod taken, He aleo stated that they had lost thelr way ond sedd
that thoy were ouly at Lisnaskss for 3 weekse. In tho Hotor Van I saw
a Tive (,1llon drum of Petrol and on the floor wers a mumber of forms
which would be uvsad by the Avmy on the occcasion of Vehicle Check
Points. I took possession of one of these snd a copy of samoe is
attachod. %While in the Garda Station L/Corporal Messey stoted thad
vhile on patrol they usually visited farmers premises but stated thats
on this particuler tour of duty they dld mot visit eny premises. On
the instruetions of the District Ufficer the 6 men were released

at Gam, on this date end were escerted to the border whsre thoy were
seen safely inte County Fermanagh at Clontivedms

Serg‘b. .1061703.

)
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