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No te 

The ['.1inLc; te r S el'" the Briti::,;h /\mba Ss d e)Or by aPPo :Ln t rnc::nt at 4 p .rT! . 

on the 1 8 th June. Mr. HcDona gh was a lso prese nt. 

The J\mbassador s a id tha this Gover-nm e n t 9reatl y r e gretted t h e 

tr'ansgression of the Border in the e a r.ly hours of t.he 25th t'~ay 

which resul ted in the apprehension by the Gardai of the Bri tis1'1 

ll.rmy p ::ltrol of six lTien at Clones. He said that there had been 

no effort on -the Bri tish side to sup:!')ress the detail.s of \,That 

had happened alJ.d the account of the matter already given to the 

Irish side represented the f a cts as knoHn to the army authorities 

at the time. HO\vever, further investigation had brought fresh 

facts to ligh t. He himself had visited the North and, after 

meeting 11r. VlhitelaH who was greatly concerned about t.."le incident, 

he had seen everybody concerned down to Brigadier Commander 

level. It vIas nOVT clear that the pa trol had exceeced its 

ins truc tions. 

The Amba~) sador handed in a Note dFlted 18th June (attached) 

detailing the movements of the patrol before and af -Let' it had 

crossed the Border. He also produced a map (attached) on \-lhich 

he outline d the route taken by the patrol . He said that, a f;; 

the Note indicated , the patrol had gone beyond its .::.:rders in 

deciding to approach the vicinity of the Md1ahon house. ,".1 8 0, 

of course , it had exceeded instructions by driving across the 

Border to the house to make contact wi th the mernbers of the 

patrol \'I1ho had gone by foot through t.he fields to the houE,e. 

He said that the standing instructions i3P'!lyinq to ,such cl ?~ot rc l, 

which "<.tlere mentioned in the Note , were that it should not 

approach 'vli thin 30 0 metres of the Border unless it \vere o p r.:;rt2. tin~;, 

under the com:7land of an officer or a senior N.C.O . The patro l 

in fact ",Tas commanded by a Lance-Corporal. 

The ?'linis ter said that the picture as nOH presente d 1:'1 ':3. 5 very 

different from the original account rece i ved. r.: his pl a cE:0 him 

in a very emban:-assing si tua tion. i:..s the .~mbass.:ldor knevI, the 

matte r ha.d a lread y been very fully aired in the Da il and he 

himself had been oblige d to sta.nd in as spokesman. for the 

}1inic-3 ter for Jus tice a t a time '"Then t.,."1e facts outlined by b'l-:t e 

he would h a ve to face a Da il C!u2ption en U'12 subj e ct add:c eSE:ie3 

to himself. 

Ti-:e Amb a ss ccl.oor s i'lid th<'l.t he fu1.l y i3.pp reciate(J t.h e :-'Iin i s tE;r' I s 

po s i ·tion and th e-i t l1e gre atly· r e gre t .t ee th a.t l:c h acl no t 1::CCtl :.n 
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date . Unfortunate l y it h a d taken some time to obta i n a CHore 

a c c u rat.e a cco unt f r o m the l e a der of th e pa trol VIho kne A/ t hat h e 

h ael e x ceede d i nstr uc t i o n s a n d p r e s wnably h a d u i s he c3 t o p r o t e ct 

his 0 1/m pos i tio n a s ful ly a s pos.s i b l e . J\ s t.he Note ind ica t e d , 

the Lance - Corpora l in ques tion h a d b e e n s uitably di s cipline d. 

The r1inister sai d tha t he had t o say th a t h e still foun d it ve r y 

difficult to unde rstan d some el e ments in t he s tory a s nm,1 

pre s en t ed from t he Briti s h side . The r e yJas , f or e x arnp le, the 

statement that t he patro l h a d c a lled at no h o u ses durin g t he ir 

wanderin gs south of t.'if e Bo rder. Info rmation avail a bl e to u s 

indicated that they had b anged on the door of the l'1 c 1 /Iahon house 

and tr i ed to ga in en tr ance. Fron. the diagr am of the are a 

produced bytbe Ga rdal, it Has clear t.hat the front do or of t11C 

house was sitUated in the Republic. 

The l',mbass ador s a id tha t if ~1d1ahon him s e lf \va s the source of 

the i'Unister I s information, it wa s doub tful if much cre denc e 

could b e pl a c e d in him. 1'·:rcJ:·1ahon I s Rep ublica n sympa thie s ,,,e .re 

Hell knoYJn and he wa.s no friend o f the British. The 11inister 

said tha t he woul d no t wi sh to reve al the source of his 

informat i on. However, th a t informa tion had b een fully borne 

out in its ma in f e atures bytbe full e r informa tion now gi vert by 

the ,Ambas s a. dor 2nd the g roun d for doub ting a par ticul a r de t a il 

of it ';l a s, ther'efore, not very s t rong. 

The Itlinister also pointed out that the members of the patrol 

had been able to p r o duce o nly a ver y poor torch to the Garo 3.i. 

'l'his did not fit in vIi th the 1 i s ting o f the ir equ i pment as give n 

in the Note h a nded in by the I':..rnbassador. The Amb assado r said 

th a t he i.Jo n de r e d __ "nethe r the Gardai h a d in f act s e a r che d t he v ;:m . 

The rvlin.ister a lso s a id that it wa s very difficult to unde rsta nd 

the e )..rpl a n a tion g i'",e ':-1 in the Note of the phras e l 11 to c a rry o ut 

a n arres t by me~l S of a v'ehicle ch e ckpoint at a point near t h e 

Bord".::rll. 'r his phr ase had the clear connota tion that a p articuJ. a r 

a rrest was :i. n mi n d an d t h is conn ota t l o n in f .'lc t ::i tte d in v e r y 

we ll VIi t.'1 'dh a t the patrol had do n e. They h a d gone to th e ~<c!'liJhon 

hous e i'lp p a r e ntl y vIi th t he p u r po s e of c a rr y i n g out a :,) a rti cul a r 

a rrest . L-( o the r wo rds, i i: seeme d D"l a t t he sta t emen t i ssued 

a l t.t~o u gh the y ",'e r e s a i d to be exc e e di ng the ir instruc t i ons . 

The Amb as sado r s aid th a t h e v-l2s ver y unh app y aJ:o u t t11e wh o l e 
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si tua tion. He would b e ver}T g r ateful to h a ve a n o t:: e of the 

po in ts about which the Minister h a d particular conce rn , on o1e 

busis of \'lhich h e coul d a sk the a rmy a utho:d.ti es t o explore t .. "f) e 

ma tter fur the r. 'The L'linister a gree d to give him s uch a note 

( ar ter the c o nclu sion of the mee ti.ng a Note (cop y a tta ched ) W i3 S 

typed whil e the Ambassador waited in the !'1inister 1 s ante roor1 an d 

\vas given to him by Hr. HcDon agh ). [T~ Ambassa do r went on to 

ref e r t o the matter of p ress p ub licity following the !1inis "cer 1 s 

meeting vJith Hr. Hh itela~tl on the 9th ,Jun e . His a u ·thori t ieE; told 

him that it h a d been a greed th a t both sides would be free to 

mak e Cl statement to the press, provided th e y clea red their 

statement,s vTith one another. The r.-1iniste r said that t fr>i s vIas 

not the understanding that h ad been re a ched. \'Jhat h a d been a greed 

wa s that there 1:JOuld be a joint communique and Cl Bri tish dr a £t 

h a d been d i s cussed . He h ad sugge::;ted some amenclJnen ts ~tlhich 

were agr eed and both sides had then issued .a communi.que. 

The Ambassador said th a t some mi sunderstanc1ing ,s eemed t o e x i s t . 

However, the real difficul ty related not to . th e qu es t ion of form a l 

st2ltements but to that of briefing the. press . He h a d been told 

that both sides had agreed not to brief the press. 

'1'he Ivlinister replied that that was not the case . villat h ad been 

agreed \vas that nothing further would be s elid ·co "che p r ess about 

the subjects ','hich he 2nd Mr. \.Jhitelaw had discussed. He h a d 

strict ly adhered to this agreement. He did meet the p r e ss for 

a br.-iefi·ng b u t he refused to revea l anything furth er about the. 

contents of ·the discussion to them. 

The Ambassador said that he had been informed that the North of 

Ireland Offic e 'tJere approached later in the da y by p ressmen a nd 

told that th e ~l had h ad briefing from the Irish sicle and no\v 

\v ishEd to k.:1oW whether the British side would b r ief them. In 

the circumstances Hr. t>1cDo\'lell of that Office had given the 

press a bri efing . 

Following some discus s ion of the matter, the IlJiniste r said that 

he 'tl a s v e ry conce rned a'oou tit and that he mi 9h t b e in f u rthe r 

touch with the Ambassado r. 
( 

Depar t merft 0:;: Fore ign Affa .irs 
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