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figtu~e of :celof-l.ses. The J\'l:Lnister h[:.rl a:-iked me to s ,::y that ',ve I'fore net 

hap:py a;cout tbt~ !1u,;[ibeI' in view of tl;i~ .f::,.ct that. re figure of 150 h~:~d b ecr, 

env:i.srt,<;;od 2.S El 1:821.U t of l'cp1'8scmtatio1l3 m2.i<.~ by the SD:L,P at S1j}lrd.Yl·d :~1 :?;, 

Cur in:f-Jrm.s:ti.on wa s that t he SDLP r. ad. 1n fact b een seelanc; a fi.;v.·e of 

a'::)(lut 300 . 

numbe.l' of det0n.2t"e w01.Llcl be released. . I sa5.d tl-!I:l;t no figu.Y.·e had. be en 

Chri st mas a8 follows:-

xeview: 

88 :releasede 

0/+1-, 
.... ~ _( J ..... thC' 

209 ft81d under interim custody C:r.U. 2J.'S 
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(;oul0. not bc c1.i SJ:egard8,1 . 

Pym~ on 20th De Gcrnbe2:', ,Ihich, while emphasising that the phcwin.::; OlJ.C of 

detention c1 e})211ClCd upon the reduction of violence, had Dlso referred to 

importance of p ~l;ving the way for th e normal l)oliticcl process to o:perr.J~0. 

Thi s ViaS a new depart'ill'e in sofa]~ 8.8 it stressed an "evolutionary appro ~eh" " 

tOW2:r.'o.s tha que stion. Tbe men of vi olence must be sl;,ovrD that the nOri:l al 

political process can work. ' In this context it Yl[1.3 the intention of t1'1 e 

Secreta-:cy of stp.te t.o b:d,nc about a. sitLi.atjon in wb :L,:;h offenders of a11 

kinds could be h:cought before the COUTtS . In wo:ddng tow ?xds this el"~d, h.e ----hoped to introd.uce gooe, b ehaviouT J)arole 8)' ,., n IT-'rnents R,S par.t of a continu i n g-

phasing out proe()~~ s. 

As regards the ArnD['.ss8,dor referring to SDLI' complaint s about the wrong 

peopJ. e h c:.ving b Co Em I'eleasE':d r this ha.s been cOT".firmed by Pr.1.ddy Devlin who 

has info::.'med me th8.-t; the release list was not the one ae;.!:'oed with the 

securi ty forces l v!~1O are very concernod a.t 80r:1O of those releg,sed, inclu.dil1 [~ 

Sec::;nus Lou£.:hran, i'.'ho if; very close to Seamus 'l'r,'oJrcey r.md was one of those 

j 

the 

Apart from those r emarks on the lis'L of those released, :D8vlin expl'E:3u(!cl 

no str(lTlS; views on the fulfilment of any pledGe or PJ~omise .HS to the nu'-a'o e:c 

to be Ileloased. Ilis main conCCJ.'>n V:.'3.!:> not abotrl tbc:~ .!ll:unb:::r:· btd:, the i.rldi.'vidtL~'.J.~.] 

involved. 

31 st. 'Dr~cember 1913 ._-----
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