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I ey the British fmbassador on 24 Decsmber @nd,; in the course of tha
3

intexview, I referred to 6i,s;a1)')oinin:crzt cauged by the relatively low
] Mo

fipgure of releases. The Minister had asked me to suy that we were not

hapoy about the number in view of the fach that a figure of 150 had becn
it gur

=

1

envisnged as a result of representstions made by the SDLY at Sunninsdale.
Cur informstiion was that the SDLP had in fact been seeking a fizure of
avout 300. -
The Mmbassodor sald that no promisge hzd been given that any particelar
number of detzinees would he released. I sald that no ?1raro had been
mentioned in the Commimique but we belisved thal there was an informal
understanding that some 150 would be relessed. The Aubassador denizd this
znd wend on to give the setual figuvres involved in the relenses prior o
Christuas as followss-~
65 relessed by the Ssorctaxy of Siate in exercise of his
ststutory powers .
23 eelessed by the Comissioners mnder their regular
review,
Total: 88 releaged. !
Ao of thet dntz, 24ih December, the following nusders remsined in custody:-

letenticn orders

209 neld under interinm custody crdeavrs

Tolal: )

\
g
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1 remsrked upon iie welativaly larze number of persone held under intenim

custody orders nnd the Ambassador said thet i% wszs hoped Vo have ihese

ceses reviersi ss soon zs vossible. ¥He said thal the SITLY complaintsz co

‘be swmmed up under three headings: (o) the nuater rel sed was nov lavzs

encurhy (b} the releases wer

e
wrong people {"bad kats") had been released.

m s LI »
The Seoretary of State, acconding

possible, teking into account the security situation

. - - - - 1 e At B
not Ygeograpnicaily helpful"; and (c) ihe

o

of puhlie svinian, The security risks were very high end, in visw of g
sontinuvztion of viclence ond its extonaion %o Yritgin, opinion in the
Protestant Comnunity and padlie opinion in Britein were factors which
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could nol be disregarded.

The Ambassador raeferrasd to the st monu from the Secretary of State, ilr.

Pym, on 20th December, which, while emphas sing that the phasing out of
detention dependcd upon the reduction of violence, had slso referred to the
importance of psving the way for the normsl politicel process to operate.
This was a new departure in so far as it siressed an "evolutionary approach"-
towerds the question. The men of violence must be shown that the noringl
political process can work. In this context it was the intention of the
Secretary of Stete to bring about & situation in which offenders of all

kinds could be brought before the courts. In working towsrds this end, he

Fal - . 2 - o
cepents as part of a continuing

hoped to introduce good behaviour parole srre

phasing out process.

As regerds the Anbassezdor referring to SDLP complaints about the wrong
people having been released, this has been confirmed by Paddy Devlin who

has informed me fthat the release list was not the one azreed with the
security forces, vho sre very concerncd at some of those released, including
Seamus Loughran, who is very close to Seamus Twomey snd was one of those
involved in the Lenadcon incident in 1972, Deviin says he has reagon Lo

believe that the list was drawn up with o view to some desl with the
g

Previgionals on a cease-fire.

Apart from these remarks on the list of those released, Devlin expressed

no strong views on the fulfilment c¢f any pledge or promise.as to the nuaber

1
o

to be released. His main concern was not aboul 1the mamber but the individusle

involved.

318t December 1973
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