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Disoussion with" Regional Group of the Parliamentary 

Labour Party .... 30th Ma;C:h ~971 

The Cumberland, Durham and North:waberlanci Regional. Group 

of the British Labour Party led by The Right Honourable, 

Fred Peart visited the Embassy arou.Jl.d 6 p.m. on 30th Maroh 

and had a 2-hour d1sousIJ1on w1 th the Ambassador, Hr Whelan 

and Mr Feehan. ~he other members otthe visiting group 

were :\ 

Mr James Tinn, MtP. (Cleveland) 

Mr W1l11am Mark l{ughes, M. P • (Durham) 

Mr Gordon Bagier, M.P. ( Sund.~land South D1vi4ion) 

Hr Ted Garrett, ;M.P. ( Wallsend, Northumberland) 

Mr George Grant, KtP. (Northumberland Morpeth Division) 

Mr Ted Leadb1tter, M.~. (Hartlepeole). 

The visit was requested by Hr Pear~. 

At the outset, Mr Pearl ind10ated that his Regional Group felt 

that a full eXQhange of views With the Embassy was desirable 

at this stage so as to bring him and his oo11eagues up to date 

on developmentlJ in Ireland. He laid stress on the speoial 

efforts made by the L~bour Government to brtng the two 
I 

countries oloser together and in this context instanoed the 

Anglo-Irish Free Trade Area Agre~.nt which he claimed conferred 

s peoial. advantages on Ireland. 

The Ambassador praised the spirit in whioh the Anglo-Irish Free 

Trade Area Agreement was oonoluded. He said that the intention 

underlying the Agreement Was that it should oonfer a balanoe ot 

.Ganomic advantages on the two oountries. As it happena, 

however, the Agreement ha.s not been working out exaotly as the 

lrish authorities had expected. British industrial exports to 

Ireland have expanded at a more acoelerated paoe than Ireland's 

industrial exports to Britain. It 1a not always adequately 
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e.ppreo14'ed tbat# whlle r1". 1. pre4eai nantly Il"~aa:tat'8 

lIah. Ilaritet .. Ireland 18 tu:",. ett. 'he 'Unit." tat'&8 an4 

GeNanl. Dr1 -te.a·sheet e.u'tOlto;r. this 1n:f.ormatlQIl ••• e4 te 

eeme S 80J1lfJWU 'Ota a.urpr1s.' to tl1e .181-tO-I",. OOIi'tmuing. 

the' Ambas9d:or 'sui 'that., 1rhl1e t11. .. 8 (Jail b\l ao question as to 

tu 1mpo~tanc. of the Br! Uah mar.ttet: for l-riah egr1eul tural 

xports,. he-r. tooth. Irish nthodt ,1.s would. bavehQped tor 

b:atttitt" 'oV ortunttl, •• in the .Brlti.sh .net i ,or' 8C1lle commodities . 

lre,landt:e .;sports o~ cattle. l).-eet and ~Ulb to the Brltbth 

';market: ha:vefarad qu1 t. lfMl utlde:r the Ag:~e_.n:'t . It 11!t, 

h.ovW'.r,o~ sj.gn1ficace that a JlWJl;'ber of Ir8~and t . lm , ortan~ 

aml aene1t1v& agraoul:tural :eltports, ar8 ul'1der Q.1umt1tat1veacmtl"Ol ,., 

~h1, 1,8 the cu., for eXldlpt_;J for batter .ohns. and bacoll., 

the bassador und~l1ned 'the 1naepal"J ble l1nk1tlg vhi,ch exists 

benDEm 'be&fand da1r:y pl"04uot$, ,Md mphaalsed tbat, sa i!ulrea •• 

in the prodWlt'1on at ODe It'IUft .neoeiuJarily :resu.l t in_ acrease 

in the productlOl1 o~ tbe 'Other. If).. Att'ba88ador ccmc~uded by 

8lqiag that. while the Ag~e_cmt' ,cont'erre4 undouhtH advantages, 

th.re vel'>6 c.nain aaomaUea in i'ta opera. tina to which he fel. t 

1\01'111 right "'0 «al.l atttUltJ.on., 

9!her. wu a fairl.y .xhaut1 •• dieouae1on on the ap ;J.1oat1ona 

o£ Britam _4 11"-.1_4 'Ojoia tM OommonMartet . Nearly all 

th. V1s:1tQl"a had Msert'atlo!l8 aboll" lJrlt1sn 'ent1'7, and 80J1l. ot 

the. 111 tae',~ _"atroDg17 _tl-Gom -on Market. The .,lattors 

tlfho",ed ep"cia! tnteHe' 1a the s1p1:t:10LUlO. ot Il"eland t sentry 

frOm th.' poiJlt of Vi'ev 0,' tlut onum Ireland 81tt.tatlo-n., 

A fU.ll dJ.sou8s1on 'bolt ~ce on th. 'effects which membership 

voul.d havetn equ&:U.I1nS genenl economio and social .rvioe 

OGndi't1.QJlS as bet" •• the two ~s of the 1eland and in removing 

_.'.voX"' s1gn11'lotm4. the .Border fft.qha"l'J'. as a barr ier to the 

free fl.aw of' gOods . 

!ha vLalt.l's.CWM cm 'le • 41a:cNes1on oa .o,nhe. Irrel:an4aJl4 the 

~.cent nail there of 'th. R\. ROll., J-. O.:llaga.. JI . :P. The 

j 
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JIt&.301':"1t7 of the M. P*a pNae' ten.de4'o tJU.!(tJOrt, Hr Oall$gban'.8 

proposal. that a Reg1.onal Bra'llCh ,CIf t he Br1tJ.sb Lal>oUl' %8."7 be 

es t a bl ished in Northern IrolMd., Thes.eralatt1tl:tdese.e4 

to be ths t t he Protestan1 &t\d CathoUc. wortU.ng~lassceuld., be .oa 

oV$rto ,a campai gn f 'Or th. im,prov ___ t , 0'£ their eC'mtomio oond1 '1011$1 

and -;hat in the ;P1'OO$ 13$' tbe,. wuld b\U7 th lr prejwi1.C'f}s and 

differ ent attitudeu towards mat t$r" 'Of rel1g1,0J;t d po1.1tlcal 

.1deo~egy 4 Mr l:i,eart, e:xpres.ed geeral '$11 ' ,pori for l1r Calleghat.l t ,,, 

project" but t he' principal.. ~ocat$ of the 'alla,-)w1 Un. wa. 
~lr Jat!u~ t1nn" M. F. fo'r Cl$Y41nnd, wha waD Cha1rman of the fra4., 

Union GrOUI; ~f .Labcut',. . P'·i fJ 1n 1969 . 

bT1tul based his at'guZb:$t1' uPQn the orthodox sao1al,lat approa.ch. 

~:e17,. that the only 1m r t tUtt 1$8.u •• tor wortiq people. ar. 

eoonomio isftee.. a ,could ,aot •• & .,. ' I"ote t -<t and aatholie 

wark&ve .b~1J.t as t.hfifl W$r'~ ., l m.empl..,oJ1lt_t.. bad h~tt.1ng 0011d1t.1&88 

and other _oh di.$$.dyanta.e-_. should not be &\)1. 'to "cin togUher 

in a broad Labour · bY_en"'." R. Ci.ted the JIlQlU'te:t iJl 1fh1ch tra4e: 

wi.on1ats hadll.,pt ~h. piU. ill th. >>.It:as,t sMp¥aria dur-1J:lg the 

CQ_unal troubl.e. ill 1969 and 1970 (0 In hi$- new.. it thfq cOUld 

40. tlUs as trade1.IDitCmis't.s,. threy 'c0ld.4 p hrthel' and 4,,"101' a 

OQ.~OJl pollo¥ for .4enom:10 ·and '"oo.ial 1taproya_t. w1:thh ,S 

lteglrmal Bran. of the art tt.BB LaD6u Pa»t7. 

In. res,pons. ~th ••• r ...... k •• thee .AmbaauclOJ" point .... $U~that .. 

ltOUl.d ••• f';l.-troag obJeetioft8 to the orgfUl1.sa:t1011 by th$ irlti'ah 

k'bo-ur 1?a:rtJ'ot a lltecJ.oaal. lb'aneh 1D lfortheft I r eland. Be 

hiIJs·el.f _4 mad..ov objeot1ons tuU,. known to Hr Callaghan 

b:ote:re hia re~ent 'vial t t :o DulllJ.a. fhltse f' 'b'~ act10ns lfere aleo 

.~la1ned Ut Dubl:b to r Oalle.g)lan b-J"the Mitd.lft.!', fo!" 7o~ 

Affalre, and tUao-atceriah'ly too by the Tact.each but the 

Amb-aese.4.wa4dNthat be M4 aot: ee., • report 011 t.he talk with 

$y;J!pethet1;c ,on the NortlutX'aprobla w.t the •• Hlq up of: ' 

P..eg1onal Braaolt of the Par'ty Ut the B,,~th. wou.ld certa1f11y be 

1nterpret.ed hi the SOll~ aB £ut.he:r reoop1tlon et the coat1nu1:hg 

J 
.r 
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8ltistenoe ot the Box-de,to. hHbol'mOlW a 1.'1" OJ;l'POst t ;loa pan,.. 
named the ,041sJ. DaocraUo tl,I').d 'La~ Pan,-. had J"e~ beD 

'.c-tabl:1dedm th. ltoJl't);t " & numb.r of: opposition M. P·ff vhe had 

tONe~lf 1fOrlt.<i •• pante~. !he ·.gtabl.1JJhRn~ o~ a BriU_ 

L&.b&US" Part,- b:re.nch in 'the area voul.d tend: to veaken th1a no 

opposltj,on pari7- It 1'8 t:1."Ut. 'that .O'ne t)~ "b.. llaj~ d1t'f 1tl1llt1 •• 

at tht, 81tutlon in lforlhem Inland has be_ tbe raten~t_ by 

the V~U$te ot power 41lri:r1g tb 'Whole ptrftod a1r1oe Qe 

,."ta'bll'1hm." of Sw ___ t.. ftonver the lforth_m I.relaa4 Letllov 

~, »' upon etch thana &_.1Ol1al~Oh woal4 be )a.H" ... 

O1'f!Jed to 07 eh_ge ~ ~ eoJlIJtlbUOil ororthe. Ir~'. 

It. 'kM ,dwbtful turet.-r. tt it. lIO'UlA 'Obtain • gaeabl.., vote 

t~_ llOn..Q.nicn18't8. 

11:1 :hirtMt' ~$'pOue '0 Hr Pe ri ad ~ ~1m1. it _ poiuMcl out, 

that tb.,. Bcrd.r issue waa tea. ma1n 188\18 'Which mattlDre4 at 

·. leot101l Uiq in the .Ncrth. 1'he t~. wuo..uta in the hU..-l 

$h1P7e.rda had. beel BUlitOeee:h1 trlkeep.ing the peace 'beOBUS. the, 

ayo14M tM pel.lt108 .t t~ .1~"on,. H01levGr. U tlle, 

'orgUlin4: tuucdvea a& 1\ political ~, tb~ wou1cf u.ed1atel.7 

b~ uked bow 'Ihef ,stood OIl the Border. llso.... of theft1atence 

of th. BCUNle,., poUU08 11'1 lforlhen lrel.aJld: hadbe40u poJ.ar1ef14 

b~tvaan tMextre1.sts OB both a1des,.. With the even-;uaJ,. X' •• ~ 

Of t'he }lord..,. _ab. oona"-:1tu:t1onal J.llSU.B woul.d d.o~1n. ae a foroe .. 

and the 800n0udo1asu.s would \i.oo_ \he PJPittary oone.m 01 voters., 

A. bNad-ba&edLab~ P'alrft7 ooul.d probably then be orgalUstd 1f1 th 

a Eeg1Ql'$.al Branch 1a ltorthera. lre.1 aM. bu ~ 11; vould hay'. to be, .. 

broad~ba$ed lrisll lAbotU", :Pa.rty in .unl t .Q4 I -r elud. 

AlnQ the naiti.n8 H,. P"s.. th. onl7 ._~ of the group to '. pporl, 

'UIlequJ.voO&l , y a united Ir_land policy us r 1.111aJn Hugh •• (Durbaa), 

who 18" 1a tact~, a · .1ehman . J... grduat. ef Uni..-er8it,. of Loa4on, 

he WtU' f omerl.y leeture>r in eoonomto his'tolT at Durh£J:R. Uru..e"1"t3' 

and is regard'ad as "'tb. 1ntel.J..ot~· ·of the group. 'He tU..aqreed 

w.1th ftr T1rm u to th. l':'_al J.s auee in· lfort-bem Ireland a4 

ngge.~.d. ~~ eccm.OId.o 10_ ... ve1l7 ot"ten r.q~ pol1t14al 

80111t1,,one.. Group _4 natl0Jl8l.1-07*1t1. •• are f'rG,ll_t17 ..... 
L 
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Xr Gor4oa Ba&i.er (sun4Q"1.aA4. south D1Y1eicm) act r '-4 Lrtdbl"er­

(lfutlepool.> alllO oort:tri.bu't84 t. the 41eoua.iob.~ 

1'b.' Vi.ft.orB ~ :nd..ed .. qu •• "1e. ot the poaJ.t:1oa o'L .. 

~a"hQ1ie Church 111 the Tv_,-Six. OOlUltl •• ., ~. Antblu,'SaAoJ" 

expl.aa_4 the oollet1:t-UtJ.$Ul pJ!O'f'181ca ~t1q to the apMla1 

PO$ltl&:ft et the CathoJ.1e ~ .. '-he ~ ot th. Ce1;t:h of 

the ltajori',. 

that ha wcUlt not 1. ••• , .~ al. .. , ,about ~. ~OYal. o'L tlda provie101l 

~l!"OiIl .Art1olo' 44 et the Const1b.tlon. A., regards ;recent 

sta .. t.~ leene. 111 1re1$114." 't})gre "'&8 .. eol1414erable 81IOUIlt 

U 4Ur.rauJe in the ap~aclt O-t 'fILrlOU8 .. :bus of u.. hi.~ 
and «eneral el-Pg to tb probl. ... 1DYOl.TM" •• 'V1a1:ton cl14 

act, proa '~ poin't't bitt t~l' ••• emea to be a hellef'tbat tlut 

Ca"hol.lo Ohu.rch 1D. th4l fw_"t3-3.U OOlUlt1 ••• Wl ha4 undue 

1nlluen.., OD publlc polleT. pPUoular17 ill the 11.148 ,of ,e4Ucat1<m 

au4 t_lls' Ute. 

~ me.t1:aB _ded nth "ode o~ t.ba.Dk.s f l'OlD Mr Pearl 'on behalt 

of' h1lI.t8eU aa4 the trth.rn81tGre to vh.lch th. AlRbasaa40r ~8PO!1t1. 

by eugg •• ttng that they trd.,g)t.t ,la. '0 r.1:un1 tor' _"the1\" 

eO.n"'.:I'_~1OD a't a later date.. n. AIobuador a;leo mad. the poiht 

that he WOUld. we1.e .... ~.lt. '-,7 flbtllar rec10Dal ~p8 ot K.pt a 

fi"OII both "1.8 tOJ1' informal dlscusel01'18 of the ku4 that had 

taken plaB,. Itttlndual basBf ate1't ... bers 1d.l,l .. of OOlU'S_. 

foUow ltp the lI1:!et:1q ~ hirtber OOt1'iact vi tb the Visiting 

.P'·..Imle~. Hr T1nh" Hr' Lea4bl ~tfJr _do Kr l!ugbes have asked 

the, lU.n1st.r..co .... .alor_301a th_ at ... dat. after Mster for 

lURch ;at ''he &\\8. o-r COIlS. '!hie will be follow" IIp,U not 

in lth-. 'CQJl~'" o~ th. 1 __ of' Common.
" 

tUn b7 a luaohetm. 

1nV1t:at10. at anotiler Place. 

J 
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