TSCHY/3: Central registry records Department of the Taoiseach

NATIONAL ARCHIVES

IRELAND

Reference Code: 2004/21/253

Title: Department of the Taoiseach memorandum
concerning the security situation and incidents
along the border in the area of Lifford, County

Donegal, and Strabane, County Tyrone.

Creation Date(s): October, 1972

Level of description: Item

Extent and medium: 2 pages

Creator(s): Department of the Taoiseach

Access Conditions: Open

Copyright: National Archives, Ireland. May only be

reproduced with the written permission of the

Director of the National Archives.

© National Archives, Ireland



TSCHY/3: Central registry records Department of the Taoiseach

Lifford - Strabane situstion

The towns of Lifford in Co. Donegal ané Strabane in Co. Tyrone fuce each
other across the Hiver Foyle. The bridge over the river is the dividing
line between the two towns and the Border divides the bridge, The distance

between the two towns is under half & mile,

The strength of the Curde Sfochdns in Lifford is 19 viz. 2 Sergeants and
16 Gardai.[fﬁe-figures incluce un additional 1 Sergeant and 5 Gardaf over
normal strangt@?ﬁ No very recent incidents on the Border in the Lifford/
Strabsne area were reported by the Gardaf, However, at this Border point
these huve been & number of serious incidents in one of which (in November
1971) & woman wag killed when shots were fired at the British Army from the
Co. Donegal side of the Border. The Gerda{ investigated the incident but
no witnesses came forward to identify those responsible, A number of
persons who have been resident in the Lifford area for some time past are
known to the Gerdaf to be engaged in subversive asctivities end some of these
However,
are nativee of Strabane./ While this is not only known to the Garduf but is
common knowledge, it is not provéble in Court - in genersl, the Garde{ have
not been sble to got admissible evidence of unlawful esctivity by these
people though they have had & few successful prosecutions for possession of
firearms, etc. Some time ego a number of them left the ares end thelr

present whereubouls are unknown.

Garda and Army pstrols are paying perticular sttentlion to activities slong
the Border in the vicinity of Lifford., It is one of the Borcer points tact

they recognise as being perticularly "sensitive",.
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Supplenentary Note

Lifford-Strabune situation

About Zgz miles to the south of Sirabane on the Northern side of the Border
there is the villege of Clady. This is & "no-go" erea where neither the
RUC nor the British hrmy operate. It is well-known that Clady is also =&
"gpring~-board" for attecks by the IFA on Strabane and other places in Co.

Tyrone.

The Gardaf{ who heve been very active cn the Lifford side believe that those
respousible for meny attecks in the North in this Border earez operste from

Cle.dy.
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