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LifreI'd: - 8tr£:\!b~ne $1 t uation 

The toWtlf3 of Liffortl. in Co. Donegal and Straoone in Co . TyroDe f Haeea-oh 

other a cross the River Foy1e . The br i dge OVElr the r1 vel" is the dividing 

line between tha two t owns and the Border di vldes the bridge.. The distance 

between the t lllO towns is under half a mile . 

The stren~rth of Ue Gt .. r da S!oc.~~n~ 1n Lifford is 19 v;i.z . 3 Ser geants SI,nd 

16 Ga r da..!.LThe fiGur~s inclut:e an 'ldd tlonal 1 8ft) "gea nt an -'7 5 Cu.J'<:a! ove r 

nontls. l streongtn/.. l~,.) very r ecent i ncidents on the Bort:er in the Llfford/ 

Str arJ8.0e a!'("a we::,'e reported tJ<, the Gtu:da:!. However , a t this B'Jlr der point 

these nave been a. number of serious i nc.i dents in one of' \ hleh ( in November 

1971) a woman ",-a.s; kHled when shots we r s fire d Ht the f.hi tish Army from the 

00. Doneg81side of the Border . The Gerc:tBJ inve~ tiga ted the i ncident but 

no witnesses Cf3.me f orward to Id~n tify t hose r esponsible . It nUJl1b~r of 

persons who have been re s i dent in t he Lifford area for s ome time past are 

known to t he Gfl,t'da! to be engag:s d i n 8ubverr;lv.e ac ti~!i ti es a,I) - s ome of t hes e 
However , 

are na tives of Stl"!l.bane./ While this i a not onl¥, knohlO to the Ciarc4t! but is 

not been ilble to get adlUi Bsible evido nce of unlawful t', c ti\' ity by 'these 

people though they hrve had /;j, f ew succes s f I pr Qsecl!tionf:\ f o possesoion of 

f'i rea r ms , et.c . Some t ime el./i.o lA uumbe.r of them left th fJ. '!'sa t~t ~ their 

Ga r da and Army pat.rol s ~).re payi ng' p r t.iculur &tt€ln tion t o ' ct.tvt t.ies along 

t he Borde r in th€:-' vicin1 ty of Lifford . I t is O!J() of t he Borcer points tJ:w t 

t hfty rec.ognise as boi n particula rly "sensitive:t! . 
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Supplementa:r:l Note 

Lifford-S ,traban~ s itua H on 

About 3~ miles t o the south of Str abane on the Northe r n s i de of the Border 

there is the ville,ge of Cla,dy .. This is Cl. " no-go·t a rea where neither the 

RUC nor t...'1e Bri t i sh ,Army oper a te . It is wt'!ll-known tha t Cla dy is al s o a 

"spri ng ... board lt for atttacks by the l EA on Stra.baneand other pl a ces in Co . 

Tyrone. 

The Gardel! who i:u~ve been ve ry active on the LiffoI'd s ide believe tha t those 

responsible for many at Ui:,cks in t he North in thi s Borde r' a r ea oper!!', te from 

Cla dy . 
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