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Memor andum deliv ered t o British Gov ernment on 15 March , 1973 , 

on t he inst ruct i ons of t h e Gov ernmen t 

r e Br i t ish vlhi t e Pa per on Northern I re l and t o be publ i shed 

in March , 1973 0 

POWER- SHARING 

Power- shar in should inv olv e n ot ju s t some r epresentat i on for the 

minority community i n t he executive ( a secta r ian concept ), but 

part i c ipatio o · politica l gr oups i n the executive on a basis 

bro _. dl y propo tiOYlate to their tren th in the Assembly i t self 

elected by P .R. , subject of cou e to a certain minimum size. 

( I t i s sU£l" -ested that the Whi e P :per need not be spec ific about 

su h mat t ers as the size of c onstituenc ies , in respec t of whi h 

fuller discussion would be desirable ) . A f ir distrj.bu tion of 

posts between the parties should also be as sured o 

I t should also involv e protection of human riohts by means of 

a blockin me chanism , e . g . 75% vote , in the Assembly on any 

i ssu e c overed by a Bi ll 0 Ri hts . Thip Bill 0 Riohts should 

be widely drawn and should inc ude prohibition of dis criminati on 

i n employment , both publi c nd rivate , and in housin~ allocation 

matters not covered by t he European Convention of Human Ri~hts in 

which seri ous a sexist . 

A mechanism may be needed t o resolv e deadlock in the Executive 

or the Assembly . 

Po "er - sharin in the Exe cutive should be spelt out in clear t erms 

so that the i ~ sue is settled and not left open to further wrangline , 

or political controversy in Northern Ireland, 'Vvhich "'lould only 

serve to prolon unce ta ' nty . 

COUNCIL OF IR LAND 

Provis ion for a Council of I r eland , vTi th specific , clearly- defined 

functions , should be incl u ded in the White Papero This would be 

ne c essary to ensure a climate of welcome from the minority for 

t he White Paper . 

/ Th e . oo 
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( 2 ) 

The Council shoul d hav e an exec t ive ae cision- makinp' body , 

comp i sjn Ministers from the Irish Government and the Northern 

Ireland Executive ; a deliber a t ive body of parli mentarians , with 

equal number from both part 0 I reland ; and a secretarlat w'th 

ne manent staff o The e should of course be provision in p .rallel 

fo a clos e .An lo- Irish e l a tj.onship 0 

The Council ' s initial f unct ions should i n clude e c onomi c matters 

of c ommon c oncer n , which i n the int erest of both parts 0 Irel and 

can be best bandIed by such a body .. In respect of such of the se 

mat ters as m y be a reed t o be app opriate t o the Counc ' l , control 

ove dev el opment sboul rl be devolved to t h8 t body o It sh ould a so 

be ~iven the sreciq funct ".on of securin t he r eeio .al development 

of vlest Ulster , (vi z . the Derry/Done2'aJ a r ea ) , throup:h a Wes t Ul ter 

Development Authority , whi h 'woul d be supe vl.s ed b:'T the C01Hl Cil nO. 

would hav e acces s t o the EEC institut ions throu~h the Council . 

Consjde ation should be ~ iven to method o · \'Tork "inp' aki n tn some 

re po t8 0 + 0 o~ t e EEC - z . U oP08a18 . r decjcio~9 to he 

made hy the eutra l Se ret rint , ainCU9Ped by t~e arJi ~entary 

orEa , and de ided by the Mlni te ial body . 

FinaJly th e Council shoul d h8.v e Dower b ae;reement to undertake 

fu tb er fun,tions OY) b s i s t h t woul~ ensure tbat this c ould 

hap1)en onl.r w'i t_ the cons en J o~ a f'1 j orj. t3T in Northern Ireland . 

SECURITY . 

Control of se urity annot be e iven to tb e Norther Irel nd 

Execut lve f or the 0 8eeabl e f t u re : to have su h pm er would 

be to r a c e thi~ B ecut ive unde r imn09pjble J.. " s l, r::l1.n 0 

The mos t e f·geY1t i ..... J f eature of futu e eC1J.:ri t~T sY'"Y'anp'cments mus t be 

t t they be s ch a Q t o secure a ccert c.nc e by both COrlf'1.unj tj es , nd 

mov ernent frolT! s ituation in Thich the British A mu h .A to pl ay 

:a ,lor :roJe to one in "hic~ police a e t he , in euarant ors o· 

secur:i ty . This -rill requi. e a r estructl) r:i.n p · of t e poJ l('e in 

Nortli er Irel .nd ; the RUe in "t s present fo Y'T'1 TilJ nev e be 
cceptable to tlie minori y. 
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