
NATIONAL ARCHIVES 
 

IRELAND 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Reference Code:    2004/21/3 

Title:      Irish government memorandum on the possible 

     functions and structures of a Council of Ireland. 

Creation Date(s):    September, 1973 

Level of description:   Item 

Extent and medium:   2 pages 

Creator(s): Department of the Taoiseach 

Access Conditions:   Open 

Copyright:  National Archives, Ireland. May only be 

reproduced with the written permission of the 

Director of the National Archives. 

TSCH/3: Central registry records Department of the Taoiseach

© National Archives, Ireland



TSCH/3: Central registry records Department of the Taoiseach

© National Archives, Ireland

- - - - --------------

TILE POSSIBL E FUJ')CT IONS AND STiWCTURES OF A 

COUi'\CIL OF II(ELAND 

1) Th at the Council be generall y centr ed around a mod e l 

with t wo princi p a J institu ti o ns, vi z . 

a l\1inisteria l-Ex e c utive b ody which wou l d b e 

the h ighe st decisi o n -making in s titution; 

a Consul tative Ass embly involving e l ec ted 

r epresen tativ e s from North a nd South: 

2) That t hese bodies will be served by a secr e t a riat . 

3) That t he Mi ni sterial- l evel b ody s h ouJ d hav e t h e 

foll owing features: -

equ<ll rp.p:r ese:ntc~ t i on frOi)i No x- th a nd South; 

memb E!rsh.ip varying acco)::d ing to ag<?nda be:foH > 

_ the Counci l; 

_ meml)(-~rs r.omina t e d by Northe rn a nd Sout h e rn 

admi nistr a ti ons ; 

ope :c:ating ~ ini t i a ll y C.t l eas t) on basi s of 

unanimity; 

chai r rnansl!ip r o tati n9 b e t -ween No rth and Sou th 

from meeting to me eting; 

individual members of Ccuncil would not be 

assigne d ~eparate "Ministerial p ortfolios" 

in relat i on to Council's various activit ies; 

meet at least monthly, alt e rnatel y in No r thern 

Ireland and the Republic. 

4) That that Council might have three possible roles, viz. 

excl usive e x e c u ti ve a u thorit y bn all-Ir e l a nd 

basis for certain defi ned functions; 
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a harmonising role in r elation to funct i ons 

retained by Northern and Southern administrations ; 

a general c onsul tativ e role. 

5) That J:he Parliament ar y body should have the fo llowing 

f eatures : 

repr esentation on a proport ional basis from · 

Da.i l and Northern As sembly, with a total member ship 

of about 60; 

members to be nominated by Parliament and Assembly, 

not elected, at any rate in the first instance; 

have advisory and review, and such decision­

making powers as m~y be agreed; 

members to be paid. 

6) That the Consultative Ass embly would have th.e power to 

make decisions, on the basis of an a greed majority, 

about the future evolution of the Council. 

7) That the Secretariat should have the following feature s : 

permanent and full-time staff, headed by a 

Secretary-General with powers o£ initiative; 

its staff to be employed by an~ directly 

responsible to the Council. 

8) That the Council should have a role in the area of 

policing provided that this function in relation to 

Northern Ire~and is devolved to it by the British 

Government. 

9) That under the auspices of the Council of Ireland a 

common Code of Human Rights be operated by a Court 

of Hu..'11an Rights and a common Court system for certain 

offences be established. 

10) That the Council enjoy ~ degree of financial responsibili~~ 

and that the possibility of its having its ovJ'n resources 

be consider ed. 
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