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BACKQR,oUND NOTE 

1. So far a s our records go no British troops ha v e be en authorised 

t o cross the border except by air . Ther e are three Dail Ques tions 

do wn for answer by the Mi n ist er f or Foreign Affairs on the l anding 

an d hovering of British Army helicopters : copies of t he proposed 

Reply and associ a t e d background material are a tt a che d. It will be 

~I' '1 not e d 
cross 

that permission has been g i ven to the British authoriti e s to 

t he border by a ir only when life Wa s at stake . 

2. Num erous unauthoris ed cr os s~ of the bo rder by British troops 

a nd aircraft have occurre d. Repres e ntat i ons are ma de to the British 

Embassy h ere abou t such incidents as come to official attention: 

i n some c ases the British have acknowle~ed tha t an infr ingement 

toolc p lace and h ave conveyed regret for the incide nt; in other cases 

they have d enied the allegation. Perhaps the most s erious incident 

so f a r was tha t in which 6 members of the Brit i sh r my wer e discovered 

a t a Gard a checkpoint i n Clones on 25th May , 1973 . Copies of 

earlier Dail exchanges and a Summary Note on this incident ar e 

a ttached. 

3. It is a g eneral principle of int ern a tiona l law th a t no State h a s 

the right to int rude its armed force s into the t er r it ory of anothe r 

St a te. This princi ple has be en endorsed by v ar i ou s U. N. Resoluti ons 

a nd is likely to be furth er conf irmed by the Euro pean Security 

Conferenc e a t pre s ent in ses s ion. It is moreover the standard we 

follow and wh ich we expect the Britis h to observe with r e gard to the 

border . 

N.B. I t is s ugg est e d tha t the Ta oiseach might avoid reference to this 

l a tter aspect or any discuss ion of it as the status of the border as 

a n int ernational f ronti er is, of course, a ma tter of controversy. 
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Clmn ~n Aire Gn6t .ha l Eacht Y' 8cha : TC) t he hHniste r foY' Ii'oY'eign j ,ff'a i r' i;; < 

To ask t he Minist e r for Foreign Aff a irs if' he grant e d p ermission to 
the British Army to land helicopters in thi s St ate . 

WJll iam Loughnane .• 

To a sk the Mi niste I' for Poreig n AifEd .rs the date on which he rec eived 
the :Cir s t re qu est :from th e Brj. tish au thori t :L es to permit their 
helic opters to c arr y out surveillance a crOBS t he border ~ 

Tom MCEtney. 

To ask the Minj,s tep for }i'o:c e i gn Affah' s th e number eI' occas Jons on which 
British Al'lllY hel i cop t eJ:'s cr'oss ed the border with his permission; and if 
he will give the dates and locations of the crossingse 

Torn Ee~ney . 

For answer on Wednesday, 17th Octob er~ 1973~ 

Wit:.h your perIl1if~ sion, a Chea::!.n Chomhair l e , I 'will take QueBtj.on Nos. ~)3, 

34 ar~ 35 together. 

Ftr-mission i:OT' forej.gn m,ili tary air'C14 8.ft to :fly o"vcr 01<") ].flnd i.n the 

acc or dBnce wj.th the Aj.r Navj.gation ( Poreign Mil i tary klr'cr aft) Ord~r' 

1952. It is the practice to consult the Minister for Def en ce b efor e a 

c":.ec i si on is t. aken on e Bell 1"'e ques t ., 

As regard.s overf'l igh",; s OY' landing,s by Br itish Army hclteopt.ers, the 

1'e a8 0ns i'or g ranting -permi ss ion have be en to save lives . 

Binee th e Govern..ment took oi'fic e , a request for permi ssi on to land a 

Briti s h military helicopter was granted on the occasion of the resc~e of 

a mi dget submarine off the south coas t. 

Previ ou s ly permi s sion for a landj,n g was grant ed by my imrned iat e 

ppe"de eessor in 8ncther case when Life WEtS at stake.. 'J:hj, f:~ involv e(~ the 

urgent removal of 8 Seri GUE~l.y injur ed vi.cti.m of a ro ud accident to a 
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. , 

·, , 

hospitu l in Northern Irel and~ 

It would not. 'be :Ln th e l?ublic int crest to pr'ovide t.he details sought 

of req~e sts receive d for p e rmiss i on for British milit. ary h elicop ters 

to cross the bord.er. T.he granting of permission. in such cases has be e n 

governed by the c onsidercitiorlE> l:'lh1ch I have mentioned~ 


	1.jpg
	2.jpg
	3.jpg

