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QUESTI ONS NOS. 1 to 4. 

D/~IL U,UESTI ONS addressed to the Taoiseach 
by Deputy Desmond O'Malley for answer 
on Wednesday, 23rd May, 1973. 

qUESTION NO. 1. 

To ask the Taoise ach by whom the deci s i on wa s t aken to allow 
the m.v. Cl audi a to leave t he jurisdiction approximat e ly 
12 ho"urs at ter ner arr est off Helvick Harbour, County 
Waterford. 

gUESTION NO . 2. 

To ask the Ta oisea ch the action taken by the Att orney Gene r al 
in relation to t he m.v. Claudi a before it l ef t the juri sdiction. 

QUESTION NO . 3. 

To ask the Taois each i f the r eason given by t he Mini ster f or 
Def ence in his r eported r ema r ks fo r t he releas e of the 
m.v. Claudi a namely, tha t the capt ain dnd crew were do in g it 
for money, wa s the only r eason f or t he r e l ea se of the ship. 

QUESTI ON NO. 4. 

To ask the Taoisea ch if the Attorney Gen er a l or the Minist er 
fnr Justice directed tha t t he cap t ain and crew of the 
m~Y* C+audia should be thorou ghly questi oned to enable all 
tfie c1rcumsta nce s of tha t shi p ' s voyage up to its arre st of f 
Helvick Har bour, County Wat er fo rd, t o be fully investi gated; 
and, if not, why. 

REPLY; 

With your permis s ion, Sir, I pr opo se t o t ake ~u e stions 

Number s 1 to 4 t oge ther. 

The decision to l et the m.v. Claud~ resume her voyage wa s 

taken by me. I had considered the f act s r eport ed to me a s 

well as confidential reports which it would not be in the 

public intere st for me to disclose. 

The remark made by t he Minister f or Def ence, a s r eferred to 

in Question No.3, r e l at ed t o the fac t that no charge s we re 

pr eferre d against the Capta in or crew of the vessel. That 
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course was adopted after consideration of a number of f actors 

inc l udin g the confidential information wh i ch I have already 

mentione d. ~uit e properly , the Minister did not refe t to 

my reasons for advis i ng the adopt i on of tha t c ourse. 

The /\ttorney General had no functi on in rel ation to the boardi ng 

of the vesse l or to l etting her proceed on her course . It is 

not the pract ic e nor is i t nece ssary for the Attorney Genera l 

or the Mini ster fo r Justic e to given directi ons relat ing to the 

que stionin g of persons suspected of crimina l off enc e s 

or who can assist in the investigation of crime s. 

That is a matter for the Garda S{ och~na. I am satisfied that 

the Garda{ ca r ri ed out their dutie s in re l a tion to the inci de nt 

referred to in t hese ~uesti o n s in a competent and prope r manner 

as did the members of the ~e fenc e Forces and the st af f of the 

Reve nue Commi ss i oner s who were involved . I wish to ta ke this 

opportunity t o c ommend them all public l y . 
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