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/ 

Reporter 

Minister 

Reporter 

Reporter 

Mi nister 

Reporter 

Minister 

No,,, the "lvhole basis and underlined feature of this exercise is 
a i d to the civil power . This i a I mJ and order na tion and a 
l a", and order Government and~is the duty of the Arm~d Forces to 
assis t the Gardai and provi de for them a ll the ser vices tha t 
they need to see t ha t l a-r'l and order i s preserved. Those a re 
my instructions and I "lvas s ent h ere about a fortni ht ago and 
I have followed them as diligently as I could but ass i ted to a 
superlative degree by everything you see around us, typified 
by the Chief of Staff in respect of the Army, Capt McKenna i n 
respect of the Naval Force, the Se cretary of the Depa rtment 
and t hose who are not h ere, namely the Gua rds - the Garda Force 
rigJlt dOl-m through from the top to the bottom. So the 
statement that "lve i ssued at a bout half- two this morning is correct. 
To that I I"TOuld like to add that this craf t was under survei l lance 
for twenty- four hours. At l eas t t wo Irishmen travelled on the 
Claudia ; s ix have bee.!f:oapprehended . There Here 250 rifles 
on boa rd, J5y the w~:r~':'lhat I am saying now, you realise vIe have 
b efut getting telephone messages in the l~nh fjh minutes so that 
if there is more on boa rd, this is not all£ n boa r d1but I merely 
say what I know and give you the full i nforma tion I ha ve a t this 
moment i'l11~ t i me . If there is further information the only 
reason why you are not getting it is that I have not got it. 
All right, happy on that ! 250 rifles, 240 smal l arms are 
defintl tely on board and a quanti ty of anti- tank mines and 
explosi ves • NOvl I am informed by the Chief of St aff here that 
an anti- t ank mine is not necessa rily something tha t you us e against 
a tank but it ha s this feature that rela tive to its \'ieight and 
size it ha s a much higher degree of explosive~othan i'iOuld be usua l 
in the sort of explos ives t ha t have been used}here and in the North 
of Irelancl 1""" i ts a very pOHerful thing. I have told you tha t 
they were under surveill ance for twenty- four hours. and a t that 
stage gentlemen . I thiru< its over to you. 

Could you tell us where thes e a r ms a re from? 
or Russian or American? 

Are they English 

No I couldn' t tell you a t this moment where they a r e from. I am 
going to be quite hones t vd th you . "lvhen I rea ch :the s tage of 
something I "TOnt tell you, I ' ll tell you I ,vont tell you and 
anything else t hat I kiim'l of I vrill tell you - ri ght . 

Did the Irish Authorities get a tip off? 

No Defence Minister in the \wrld will divulge sources of informa tion . 
You yourselves gentlemen a re prepared to go to jail r ather than 
divulge your sources of informa tion and I ha ve no intention Hhatever 
of divulging any source of information. 

\vas the seizure of the vessel part of the maj or clampdo"l'lll by the 
new Government on this sort of operation? 

I dont kn01., if you could describe the a ction as a major clampdown 
or a change of emphasis . The situation v;as that a duty had to 
be done and it was diligently carried out by everybody involved. 
I wasn ' t Minister fo r Defence three weeks ago and I hadn ' t enquired 
with relation to any activities myself 

... . • .•••. . line i n f u ture? 

I beg your par don 
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Reporter 

r·1inister 

Reporter 

Minister 

Reporter 

Minis ter 

Repo rt er 

Ihnis t e r 

Reporter 

Minister 

Reporter 

Minister 

Reporter 

Minister 

Reporter 

Minister 

Reporter 

Mini ster 

Reporter 

Minis t e r 

Reporter 

IVIinister 

Reporter 

Minister 

Ar e you going to take a stron er line in future? 

I am going to take jus t as tough a line a s ioTas t aken on thi s occasion -\ 
on all occasions 

~las there any resis t a nce a t the t ime of the a r r es t ? 

Yes . -we ,voul d remi nd you i n f a ct a year ago there wa s the Kilrush 
incident which drew a blank when a ship ,.;ra s apprehended and it drew 
a blank . Tbi s one di dn ' t. The gentleman down there ";an ted to 
ask a question . 

vlell ,-ras there any res i s t ance, ,vas there an y a ttempt t o escape? 

You realis e tha t we ha v e been merely in conta c t by r adio a l l the t i me 
and this is a ma tter of smal l s hor t messages. I dont think s o but 
I Nouldn ' t l ike to say that I am certa in of tha t - I dont think s o . 

Do you know, Minis ter, hos this b een the f irs t s hipment ,; of thi s k i nd? 

I beg your pa rdon 

Have there b e en other shipments of this kind? 

• To my knovTledge its the first bu t again 
period here to delve into pa st events . 
to look a f ter the pres ent 

I ha ven ' t ha d time in my short 
I have been too busy t rying 

Mr Donegan) could you jus t $D t hrough the whole i ncident f or us ? 
6Juld you just t a1(tu s through it from the first news you ha d of i t here 
to the fina l incident ? 

Well , the vess el "ras under surveillance f or a t l eas t twenty- four hour s . 
\ve ha d a Garda Superintendent and a Cus t oms Offic er on bo a rd the 

.. Du rdre ' so that in f a ct · the civil ' power s itua tion would be preserved 
in all situat ions t ha t ,'re could think .~ . The exercise I,ras 
then ca rried out; in f a c t Capt McKenna would inore proper ly be able ' to 
~dvise you on the Nava l a~pects of it and~he was apprehended about a 
half a mile due eas t of Helvi ck Head . Boa rdi ng vTas carried out a t 
23 . 20 on March 28th. The l aunch was a pprehended, I dont kno w> 
probably very shortly, s§me time ; Capt NcKenna says probably same time . 
There are six persons in custo dy , 

Six Irish citizens? 

Yes I c ould say Iri sh 

Six Iri sh 

Yes 

How many Naval Vess el s ",ere involved in this opera tion? 

Four, t h r ee , three on spot a n d one 

Thr ee minesweepers a nd one F i shery Protector - the full fo rce of the 
Irish Navy. 

t 
Tha t s right ~threw the bo ok ~t t hem 

7 gr ound element . 

I vlan t to emphas i s e t ha t t h ere vIaS a ground el emen t a nd a very 
effici ent ground el ement i nvolved in this - 1st IVIo t or Sqn an d 1 2tb. Bn 

These we r e s t andi ng by on the s hor e ? 

These "Tere in ..... Chi ef of Sta ff -r 
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? 

Chief of Staff They were, gener a lly speaking, in s itua tions back to the s hore line 
a va ilable i f they vTere required 

Minister Yes 

Reporter Were there any a rres ts on the shore? 

Minister I t hink _ again of cour se you realise that this thing is ha ppening 
~/ I ·l 

Reporter 

Mi nister 

Reporter 

Minister 

Capt. McKenna 

Mini s ter 

Report er 

~hni ster 

Report er 

Minister 

Repert er 

M IAll fI,-r81 

Reporter 

Minister 

Report er 

fUni s ter 

Repor t e r 

Mini s t e r 

very f as t ___ I think it would b e proper to say p r obably not . 
The only ones I might pick- I might go 'Virong in telling you-weren 't 
arrested on shoreJ mi ght be the people on the l aunch. I dont 
k now offi cially what happened . 

') 
Ifuen ... .... .. 
I wouldn 't be abl e to tell you tha t , I merely tel l you everything 
I knovT . 

vTher e Nas the shi p Nhen she first came under surveilla nce? 

Captain ~ 

Oh) t he shi p ,vhen she first ca me under surveilla nce Nas a round 
about the ' Saltees 

But she Nent r ound and r ound - I mean we Ivere trying t o ' 
conjecture what exa ctly -

Obviously. you Nere expecting this v ess el? . 

Yes 

Do you believe she intended to go to Helvick? 

I bel ieve she "lvas intended to rendezvous 

vlere the Ai r Cor ps in any vmy involved? 

The Ai r ' CoTpSl v,ere standing by ... 

Mi nister , You i'Jere saying a moment age that she was going round and 
round and you were trying to conjecture. At tha t time did you 
kno '\v wha t "ms i nvolved in this or were you in fac t conj ecturing? 

Oh> no .~ wer en ' t conj e cturing on ,'That "ms i nvolved. 
was involved if our informa tion w'as correct . 

V,Tas there any link up "ii th the Bri ti sh Securi t y Service? 

1:Ie kneiv vIha t 

Tha t i s a question r e18. ting to t;Q... f a ct tha t ,'no j efence -Ninis ter 
in the ,vorld would give informa tion on .. [ ntell i gence ... and I don t 
intend to do that. 

tvill the people involved b e charged t oday? 

IHll they be cha rged? I dont kno w. I ' m going nOH to Cork in 
a Helicopt er . I t's a ma tter Eintirely f or the Gardai. I am 
go ing to Cork now to thank the entire service tha t was involved o 

I want to express t he s incere thanks arid appr ecia tion of ' the 
Taois ea ch ' and ' the Gov ernment and myself and indepQ I ' m sure I 
speak a lso f or the people here W'ho a:te:. with me on·- the ma rvEllous 
work and courage and i ntegrity ShO,VD by the Army , Naval Service, 
t he Air Corps and the Ga rda 
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Reporter Hm>1 many vessels did you h2 ve 
? 

Capt rkKenna? 4 vessels 

Reporter Coul d you tell us which vessels you ha d? 

Capt McKenna Yes ,.... DtrJrdre, Grainne, Fola and Banba 

Reporte r These vr e e all in the area vThen contact Ttlas made? 

Minister Yes 

Reporter Hha t about the Army? 

Minister 1,·'1e11 I'd like to tell you a bout the Army, you have go t all sorts 
of things such as r adio conta ct -in it a nd servi ces tha t the 
Army provide . The fltrmy - this could not have been probably 
done vTi thout the IIrmy. The !lrmy, the M-vy the ihr co rps a nd 
the i a rda are all i nvolved. The f a ct that the opera tion 
vTas at sea means that the colourful end vIas the Navy, but theJ"l'lI"48' 
uere all involved. All deserve high praise . I think 
everwbody no", knol';s and all the vTOrl d \1ill knovl that this is 
a l air; and order s t a te and vIe in tend to have it so and our loyal 
forces of all kinds and our loya l pol ice force are of the 
greates t integrity and worthy of the greatest prais e. 

Reporter Could Capt McKenna tell us Ivere the Irish Navy personnel a rmed 
vThen they ,vent on boa rd? 

Capt McKenna I can assure they vTere a r med - very much so 

Reporter How ma ny in the boarding party? 

Capt McKenna I just couldn ' t tell you the number a t the moment 

Reporter vTould you say it ,vas compa.r ati vely smal l " though? 

Capt McKenna Hell , if you are boa rding in fishery protection its about 3 you 
send aboard but now remember \·re ha d four ves sels and four 
threes are tl1Telve - tha t~ the least any't.;ay 

Reporter Captain, the boarding pa rty came fr om the D~dre? 

Capt McKenna Oh, I honestly couldn ' t tell you i f it came from the Deixdre . 
I l.;ould say it came from all four or bi ts of all four . 
8emember- the siz e of t he boa rding party i s rela tive - tha t 
you ha ve the four armed vessel s 

Reporter So that in fact this boat vras surrounded before they probably 
reali s ed there l-ras anything hap"!!ening? 

Ca pt r1cKenna I vlOuld, I mu s t s YJ subj ect - I am only oing d01rTn myself vIi thin 
the next hour and vIe \'fere only interested in k ind of the 
i mpor t a nt particula rs ,,,but I woul d say this is substanti lly 
correcto 

Minis ter vle are going d01rTn nov, by hel icopter to Cork 

Reporter l.·]ere you in f a ct ,.;ai ting for her to walk into a trap 1rThich she 
couldn ' t get out of? 

Capt 1-1cKenna 

Minister 

'dell/ ,ve led her into a trap and ,·re. came in after her 

l11ell, 1ITe ha d her for a long time becaus e of this ma tter of the 
contiguous zone "Thich goes out to twelve miles . Inter-
national law all ows us to take steps under certain Articles of 
the Convention and we ,vere advised by the Secretary of the 
Depa rtment here and by other people in the service v,ha t rights 
we ha d. vTe were prepared to use them. 
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Reporter 

Mini s ter 

Reporter 

Minis ter 

Repor ter 

IiIinister 

Reporter 

Minister 

Cap t McKenna 

Repor te r 

Reporter 

rhni ster 

Reporter 

Minister 

Reporter 

T'Iinis ter 

Reporter 

Minis ter 

Reporter 

Minister 

Repor t e r 

? 

Reporter 

Hinis t e r 

Repor ter 

Mini s t er 

Reporter 

r.'I i n i s ter 

Will there be char ges ? 

No cha r g es 

Do you know the Compa ny the ship b elongs to? 

Dont knovl 

Do you knovJ hO "l'T many of a crew there wa s? 

Dont know 

~There a re they now, sir - in pri so n? 

Oh no, no, no no - I don t knol-T ~- Cap t a in 

No, a s far a s vTe knovl they a re a boa rd the s hip a t Haulbowline 

\lere the a r ms 

Ca n you tell me Mi ni s t e r ,v-hy t h ere a re no cha r g es agains t them -
rrh ere a re? 

v/ell , do you think it i s a wi s e t hin €,: or a n interes ting t hing 
tha t you ha ve Na t i ona lis t s from th e f a r s i de of the gl obe 
i nvo lved in lv-ha t i s obviously a fina nc ial s itua tion. liTe a re 
not inter est e d i n t hem, we a re i n t eres t e d in 

No , a s itua tion l~ke tha t i s 
j u s t here f or the money . 
and we a re not interes ted in 
ship a nd ,'le wa nt them out of 
put t heir no s e into it agai n 

qui te simpl e . They a re ~ 
They came hal f lv-ay a cros s the world 
them. v,le a r e i nteres t ed in their 
Iri sh territoria l via ters a nd if they 
vie wi ll cho p it off . 

You say from the f a r s i de of t he globe and half way a cro ss the 
1"TOrl d. Do es t h i s sugges t Ru ssia? 

No 

'1'he Thddl e Eas t? 

No 

Gi braltar, 1 2. 30, 21 s t 

\'There i s t he shi p r egis t e r ed? 

Cyprus 

There has been a s u gges tion tha t Cyprus mi ght be a p l a ce f rom uhich 
a r ms mi ght come? 

MAK{i' 
You ca nf tha t s ugge s tion ,. I dont k n01'T 

You don t knovl wher e t he arms arrived f rom? 

No, no t a t t he moment 

You ~re sugges ting more o r l ess - I coul d be VITong~that the a rms 
coul d have come f rom Gi.bral tar? 

No, I am su ggesting t ha t t he boa t came t hrough the S tra its of 
Gibra l t a r . It i s a ,;r eat check po i n t b e cau s e t he d i s t ance 
a cross

1
Cap t a in" i s Iv-halt .between the Africa n s ide a n d t he o-fuE-l<? 
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Capt McKe:ana 

IVli n5s ter 

Cap t IVIcKenna 

Mi nister 

Repor t er 

Mi nister 

Reporter 

Mini ster 

Reporter 

IVlinister 

Reporter 

· ~1:inis ter 

Reporter 

Minister 

Reporter 

Mi n i s t er 

Reporter 

? 

Reporter 

I1inis ter 

Reporter 

fIli nis ter 

Reporter 

rlli ni s t er ? 

Less than t wenty miles - I couldn ' t be absolutely certa i n 

Less than twenty 

I 

Down to ten or twelve - thats a guess 

I t s very short . Its a very short narrow· str a it - so if people vJant 
- i f you want a surveillance of stuff gD ing into the I'ied 
or coming out of the riled - you ' d si t pleas antly a t Gibralta r 
or the far side. 

Could you tell us . ? 

No 

Mini s ter) what tonnage has the sh i p? 

296 a ccording to -r1/6 N£W.5~4/E,;e..s . 

Someone suggested it was 500 and 700 tons? 

All righ t , ok , Well , according to you fellovrs it was 296 

Did you look af ter the whole opera t i on yourself? 

Not a t a ll, I wou ldn ' t dream of tha t . The si tua tion i s tha t 
I was merely there f~eason, and I ' ll tell you the good 
reas on . If there . . ethe situa tion of the Ni ni ster for 
Defence and ~ how his power i s built up with i n the l aws of this 
St a te_:l.ny si tua tion ,,,hereby a t any time during this operation 
there was needed a directive on the s trengthing of the a r med forc es ­
by giving t ha t directi~ I vras there to give it . In fact '\ 
the previous day I went so far as to take a piece of paper 
and wri te ev erY power I could possibly put dmm on it and sign it 
and give it to Captain McKenna so tha t he "\·rasn I t ca rrying the can -
I was , because thi s is a l aw and ord er State and it i s going to be 
that. 

Could you tel l us what you Her e doing before you \·rere called in -
were you a t a party , or dinner or a function or parliament -
\"herUJ·bouts wer e you? 

, 
I cant remember, I cant remember ,- thats really true . 
know I ,,ras over in my offic~ 

As far as I 

Can yo\i tell u s hOVl long ago it Has that you f irs t hear d about this 
- you pe rsonnmLy f irst hea r d about this ,,,hole business? 

Not b ecause tha t tends right on to this '!Tho l e question of 
)(ntelligence a nd a ques tion of s ources and I will not . 

I 

Can you tell us when you made conta c t lri th the ac tua l v essel 
I mean vras this .. • .• •• • Did you make contact off t he Irish coast? 

"~e ma de (;ont act "\·ri thin the l ast t wenty- four hours of f the Irish 
Coas t 

V/ere you in r a dio conta c t a t any s tage? 

Wi th her, no n o not 

No 

Can you also tell us how many personnel "lV"ere involved from t he 
Def ence Forces •.• • .. . . 

I·Tell if you take the Naval side t here Nere approxi ma tely 140 
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Reporters 

Minister 

Reporters 

Minister 

Reporter 

Minister 

Reporter 

Minister 

Reporter 

Minister 

Reporter 

Minister 

Reporter 

Minis ter 

Reporter 

Mini s ter 

Reporter 

IV[ini s t er 

Reporter 

l\linister 

RepOl' ter 

Minister 

Minister what a re the cre1fT n1l1nb ers of the Claudia? 
I 

I dont kno",r 

i'!ho "lvere the Naval members ? 

No, I don t a c tuallYJ 
J(now 

. , . . . .. . . . Ho"l ma ny were on bo ard the coaster a nd h0 11{ ma ny on 
boa rd the trawler? 

vlell} I ha ve a si tua tion there ,vhere I - there is a va riation on i t ­
~ would have said to you l as t night that it was three on the - on 
the bo a t - on the Claudia and three on the launch, bu t now there 
seems to be a mes sage tha t would suggest tha t it was possibly 
hra on the Claudia and four on the l aunch 

Are these all in custody now? 

Yes 

Is Interpol involved in this? 

'l'lhat ? 

I nterpol. . 

I beg your pa rdon 

Is Interpol involved in this ? 
, 

Thats rela ted to the same quest ion that you dont get an answer for 

Has a n Interna tiona l 'itmplication been decla red? 

? Wha t, Sorry about that 

Internationa l impl ications - it's not a bout an Irish boa t that w.;trS 
seized? 

There are no I nterna tiona l i mpl ica tions. The interna tional 
s itua tion i s simply this tha t Vie vlere in territoria l waters 
half a mile eas t of Hel vick Hea d . Ev en if ",Te ha d been 
outside the three mil e limit but Trd thin a hTel ve ~ mil e limit 
this has nothing to do ,vi th fishery pro tection at all. lie 
would ha ve been in what is k nown as a contiguous zone and this 
contiguous zone was the subject of an agreement on Interna tiona l 
Law "'Thich Ireland entered into . \~ e could in fact ha ve 
operated right out to mrel¥ e ~les on the basis of a contiguous 
zone. In f a ct f or som~efore the boarding l'laS carried out 
there vIas no chance for thls vess el except it uould be 
apprehended. We knevl that.,.. ",re had them in the trap because 

his bes t was 9 knots, the minesvreepers do 14 , the Deirdre do es 
18. He 1o1aS s urrounded . 

\oJ~s the Claudi B. a coaster or a t r a wler! It ha s been reported 
va riously a s being a coaster and trawler~ 

A coas t er, a coas ter 

Ha d she any o ther cargo on boa rd bes ides •.. • . 

That I couldn ' t tell you 
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Reporter 

Minister 

Reporter 

Minister 

Reporter 

Minister 

Reporter 

rlini s ter 

Reporter 

Minister 

Reporter 

Minister 

Reporter 

Hinister 

Reporter 

rUnis ter 

Repor ter 

Jliinister 

Reporte r 

Minister 

Reporter 

Minister 

How long do you anticipa te you vlill reta in this vessel? 

Just as long - until we ge t this stuff off her and give her the 
boot 

An d will you be ques tioning the Capta in and crew before the 
vessel leaves? 

, 
Thats a ma tter for the civil pOvTer 

viill you be go ing on boa rd her today? 

I dont know 

!.1inister, did your pr edecessor knovl about this pa rticula r shi pment 
. . • • . • . . •• ? 

I dont know anything a bout my predecess or , I t hink he i s a very 
decent man . I am quit e certc in he did a lot here before I 
a rrived fro m ~~ I ha~ seen and certain other things I 
h ve seen s ince I came here . I dont knovl anything about this. 
You could ask him if you want but I ., . 

Does t h i s mean you are go ing to step up boa rder patrols nov,? 

I beg your pardon 

Does this mean you a re going to step up patrols? 

Oh, I dont know wha t vTill happen in the future . Tha t s a 
ma tte r for these peopl e here. I ' m merely the cog in the Vlheel 
that has to make sure that its not a square co g - a square ~eg 
in a round hole 

Have you any definite information , Minister , a bout the movements 
of the ship before passing through Gibr a lta r . Did it c all 
to any ports in North Africa? 

I 
No, not a t t h i s moment. I think its f a ir to say tha t 

I quite honestly could not tell you 

Did it call to Tunnis? 

W£ll there M{ all sorts of things . Somebody else suggested 
that1it called into Ca I dont - we dont know. Its - none , 
none 

The fact i s you dont know where she ,'las b efore she vanished or 
you a re not saying? 

No, I dont know, dont know ~thats just the plain v[C1Y of saying 
it . Tha t doesn ' t mean the parts I mi gh tn ' t knovl . 

Are the six pers ons detained - are they all men? 

Yes, yes , I ,wuld love to produce a ood sto ry for certa in 
ne\vspapers , bu t ~ - ~ • 

You must be feeling very p~ eased a bout the whole thi ng, !.1i nister? 

Well I ' m not pleased a t all, I ' m sad about the whole thing -
very sad about it that this should occur and tha t the necess ity 
for vlha t we have done should a ri s e and any such matters of 
punishment that should ari se .~"'fhis is nothing but a matter 
of sadness to me but wha t must be really exempl i fied i s 
tha t in my cons idered opinion , 99% of the citizens of t his Sta te 
want 4ilO l aw and order a nd a re backed b y thei r Government and I 
think also if I \vas to coin the British phra :se ~ the loya l 
oppos iti on- a nd tha t \'re a re go i ng to s ee tha t t hey get it a nd tha t 
this i s what the world can n01'l say a nd vTha t British people can 
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~1 inis ter 

( contd ) 

Repor t er 

~1inis ter 

Repor t e r 

Min i s ter 

Report er 

Mini s ter 

Repor ter 

Minis t er 

Repor ter 

]'hnis ter 

Report er 

Mi ni s ter 

Reporte r 

lVIini s ter 

Reporter 

Minister 

Reporter 

Capt McKenna 

Reporter 

Minis ter 

now know tha t in f a ct the Iri sh p eopl e a re not the s ort of p eopl e 
t ha t some "rri ters mi ght p er haps say they were a nd that we a r e 
a good democra tic modern S t a t e b ent on l aw and order D.nd t h e 
s topping of v~l~ce a n d the t aking of life . 

So i-Tha t will ha pp en to the IRA no w then,~'!inis ter? 

11ell I dont know but you know the course on Vlhich the Government 
ha s been set since i ts el ection and ~ - ~rom there out the 
qu es t i on of efficient thing s should b e -.-• .• " • . 

lihen was the T<li1lo i s ea ch informed? 

The 'faois ea ch knel,r all a bout eve r yt h ing a t all times 

\'lhen did h e firs t k now, s ir, could you tell us ? 

Its entirely rela ted t o the same answer as you ha ve got in 
rela tion to the first time we f irst knew 

IVIinis ter .. .. .. .• would you mind, a s f a r as you can , giving us 
the route of thi s vessel a gain? 

~·rell t he easy WJay. to do that or r a the r the sens ible wa y to do it 
i s to give you the i nfo rma tion tha t was given me namely tha t she 
came through the Stra its, of Gibra l tar a t s omething a round midday 
on the 21st 

On the 21st? 

Yes, s h e t hen vanished a nd t here a r e a ll s orts of t a lks about 
1.vhere sh e call ed a nd didn ' t call. lve dont knoi-T. Naybe 
ordina ry sh ipping sources would b e ab l e to get you t ha t 
informa tion . Maybe they ha ve got you. Ma ybe t ha t s wh y 
t h es e t a lks about various pla c es a re mentioned 

So , from the time s he wa s l a s t seen on the S t raits s h e t hen turned 
up here? 

1 " Tha ts rlgh t . She then turned u p here and s h e wa s under 
surveillance. 

Does t ha t mean s he i s r egi s t er ed i n Hol l a nd? 

No, she i s not r egi s tered in Hol land . She i s regi s t ered in 
Cyprus , but on the radio I ha ve hea rd t hat she was owned i n Holland 
I dont kno w if thats right or not. 

Tell me vla S there any coope r a tion \.vi th 

No, I couldn ' t possibly in Lany wa y info r m you d n anything like tha t 
and you "!'fOnt catch me no ma tter how hard you try. Tha t is 
a ma tte r for ~ntelligence an d I am no t nine teen years in politics 
for you fellows to ca tch me . 

You said t he shi p was fir s t no t ic ed a t the Sa l tee Islands - wa s 
s he a ctually seen by the I r i s h - by the Navy 

Wes 

Did you k no\-T ' inadvance the· ·Iri s h des tina tion of t h is ves s el ? 

Ivell , its entirely rela ted again to th e ma tter of !/ecurity 
a nd i ntelli gence 
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Do you knoloT, Minis t er who was bringing thes e arms in? 
I 

Not at al l , I mean a t this s tage the si tua tion i s tha t six Irish 
citizens a re a pprehended . are in custody and there I leave 
you - you have got to think of the Garda . 

You said there were two or three peopl e a board the coas ter 
arrested . \'lere there other people on :board also? 

Of course the crew; oh yes i ndeed yes . 

\'1here vlere they from - Cypriots ? 

I dont kno'lv 

Any indication wher e .. .. . . 

lieU the best indication I can give you i s that she came through 
Gibraltar a t twelve - a t noon or ther eabouts r on the 21s t . 

No t quite . sure 

Not quite , s omet hing like t ha t now - 21s t yes 

Have the Irish Gover nment aR~rted I nterpol now and tra ced t hem 
back? 

I 

Tha ts rela ted again to the qu estion that I "twnt ansvler. 

Mr. Donegan, the leaders of the I RA have indica ted tha t they have 
been getting things like rocket l auncher s t hrough Southern I r i sh 
ports and across the B~rder i nto t he North . This cant 
possibly be the only shi pment of ar ms tha t s come through into 
the Republic? 

Tha t is an expression of opinion by you on which I will not 
comment . 

vihen you mentioned Irish citizens is t here an indica tion that 
these are people from the North or? 

Ther e i s no indica tion what ever a t this moment in time 

lilhere a re th ey being held a t the moment - in Cork? 

I cant exactly say, They may be in custody, in trans i t 
or they may be in Cork . 

I s the Claudia en route to Cork a t the moment? 

She i s there , she i s there 

Haulbow'line or in Cork i tself? 

HaulbO\'i'l i ne 

Yes thats ri ght yes 

~;rhere was the trawler involved ovmed? 

Par don 

'where was t he trawler owned? 
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, . , 
Its no t a t r awler , lts a l au nch 

vie think it was b elonging to - a t least it was used i n ~ 
sea angling - one of the sea angl i ng l a unches used in ':Dungarva n -
!'ve a re not quite certa in. I t~ not - it wasn ' t a. sishing v essel 
as su ch . 

To explain to you how this thing could hRve been done. They 
"Tere doing it on a rising tide , a nd therefore i f this l aunch ,·vere 
to be used and I dont commi t myself a t a ll on whether it "faS or 
,,,as not

1
for this i s a ma tter en tirely for the Gua r ds - if it 

vfer e to be used to convey a r ms or bombs or anythi ng else t o the 
sho r e this l aunch vJOuld only dravT poss ibl e( a foot an d a ha l f 
to tvw feet - dravT ,.vater a foot and half to tvJO fee t . 
Therefore , it would ha ve been quite easy for m€n~ to "fade out a nd 
carry goods ashore on-< °a bea ch using this l aunch, and of cour s e 
t hey would ha.ve had a fe." hours of tide and if the launch "lent 
aground i t would constantly be ri s ing; there i s no question 
of it si tting dovm and they not getting i t off again.,.... on a ri s ing 
tide . 

Ivas the Cl audi a ever in Irel and before- ha ve you establiE; hed? 

I ha ven ' t the foggies t notion 

Can you giv e us a n idea of the a rms and explosives that 
ha v e been seized? 

Yes , this i s nOl'! mlnlmu m. tie don t kno w' vrha t more i s on but 
Tde can say to you tha t there ."ere - there a r e 250 rifles , 240 
sma ll a rms and a quantity of anti-tan.k mines a nd explosives and 
I 'll describe to you thi s a nti- t a nk mine wha t it mea ns - it~ a 
v e r y high explosive rela tive to i t s s ize . Th e Ch i ef of St af f 
advises me tha t an anti- t ank mi ne ha s a higher qua l i ty expl os ive 
a ltogether relative to its size . You could convey a smal ler 
amount of it t o a po i nt and do more damage 

Not against mines - not aga i ns t tanks 

I'Tha t sort of rif l es? 

I dont know a t this moment . I ' m being u t terly hones t vfi th you . 

Does the quantity menUoned ea rl ier - 5 tons - s till stand'? 

, . 
rl'hats the quanhty t hat came through on the r adi o as the estima te 
of our peopl e ,,,hen t hey boa rded he r 

How many ,,,er e in the boa rding party? 

i,vell, Capt McKenna.J-coul d only conj ecture 

Vlell , I ' m afr a i d I couldn ' t tell you the exac t number - I dont kno~J . 

, 
~rha t s the normal number of a b oa r din " party? 

It1s not something li e do norma lly. lye b08 rd a f i shery protection 
vessel alri ght and there A:II.tthre e , norms lly three, of us. 

Ivhat is hap~en ing t he Capt a nd crew of ~he Claudi a no ,,! in 
Haulbowl ine; \Vill they be questioned . 1h ll they b e char ged? 

I ' ll tell you novv wha t .·ri ll happen precisely. The , Claudi a 
"Till ge t a boot in the t r ansom a nd will be put out of our vfa t ers 
f as t o 
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Reporter vlhen you say you got her into a trap then di d sh e go s ome1llher e 
she didn ' t intend or i ginally to go? 

Minis ter ~Tell , t ha t's another ma t t e r rela ted ent irely to .!ntelli gence and 
6 ecur.i ty 

Reporter You said ea rli er .•. ' , 

Minister You a re getting a very f a ir break , you a re bein g told a bs olutely 
everything I know ~xc'ept anything the Revolves on tha t a nd I cant -
you fellO'i"ls will go to j a il fo r your sources . I dont ha ve to 
do it but I dont ha ve to tel l you e i the ro 

Reporter Will you be giving further i nforma t ion l a ter in the day? 

Minis t er vlell I ' m g oi ng to. I ' ll be a t your s ervice a t any time that 
you ,,,i sh me to be . I am going to Cor k nOvl vTi th th e Chi ef of S t aff 
Cap t }kKenna , Comdt Savino and the e res s &f'fi cer a nd who el se • • 

, . ? 
Tha t s l t . 

.. 
~Hnister Yes , tha t s it and- I dont knoT!l .. I mean I ' ll give you all I ca n give 

you a nd s t a y 1Irithin my prop er beha.viour . '!Jell, I promise you ,that 
I ha v e gi ven you everything a nd i ndeed if you want me a t t he 
station vlhen I come ba ck here I ' ll meet you again a nd give you 
everything tha t i s within my proper behaviour, but I'll s t a y 
I'd t h in my prop er behaviour • 

Reporter Could Ne a rra nge a pres s confe rence Hi th you now "lvhen you come ba ck 
f rom Cork . 

Minis ter Well thi s i s it - when do VIe expect to be ba ck 

Chief of Staff Jus tice 

Mi nis ter Yes, I 1IlOul d t h jnk,lhe Chief of S t aff says Justice.Mai~e they would 
be t he right peo ple ,I dont knoltT - I ha ven ' t ha d comm;fn.ica tion vrith 
my coll eague on t he Cabinet a t a ll becau s e t his is. ~ -
you r ea l i se _t h i s has been a n a ll night ope r a tion - I ha d a shave 
and a shower t h i s morning 

Chief of Staff 

l'hnis t e r 

Reporte r 

Minister 

Comdt Savino 

Mini s ter 

Reporter 

Minis t er 

Reporter 

-1 Minister 

Minister 

Reporter 

}hnister 

Yes I th ink t hat tha t i s a good i dea from t he Chief of S t aff . 
The Press Off icer, you see , Comdt Savino i s there and vre ca n 
amplify anything ltie ha v e or "\Irish fo r you throu gh Comdt Savino 

How' "tinll we be abl e to conta ct him t hen? 

He is flying doltm and h e i s flying ba ck . 
fe el l ike con t a cting the Press 

-fl r'lf ? 

Comdt, ftow would you 

Yes , an d ,vha tJ...liihlen you say afternoon nON, .,re 
until 3 0 ' clo ck or s omething like tha t but a 

mi gh tn ' t be baCk mayb e 
.. ... . 

tve would like to t alk to you p er s onally again ~hnister i f we can 
Tha ts I'lha tit aoT!lPs dOl-m to J / 

1 
Tha t s quite a ll ri ght 

5 0 ' clock shall "lve say ..5ir? 
f 

5 0 ' clock he re . 

1tlell i f it suit s your news paper schedule t ha ts a ll righ t - all righ t 

Minis ter
7
,vill you s hm'l the BBC outs i de where the i s 

OK 

-, -- -" 
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Tom P1cCaughran asked the Minister how the arrest came to be ~de 

f·tinister - Well I mus t n '.t tell you anything that would involve intelligence or 
securi ty of any kind . 've had this boa t under survei llance sinc e 
yesterday and we apprehended her in Irish territorial waters about 
a half a mile east of H~vick Head . We coul d in fact act 
up to 12 mile out under an In t ernational Convention 1'lhich refers to 
c on t i guous waters and we had the law 1'li th us right up to 12 miles 
out. She vTas only a half a mile out when "1e took her . 

Can you tell me ''lhat type of arms she ,>Tas carrying ? 

Minister - Cer tainly, There were 240 Rifles, 250 small ar ms and a quantity of 
anti mine - anti tank mines , now I dont knO"lv ,-That anti tank mines 
are, but I am told by the Chief of Staff that they are a very high 

explosi ve material. llfua t it really me ans i f you ;vant to blovl up 
something you can blow up, you can do more damage ,ri th a smaller 
quantity and from that point of view its a very very powerful 
explosive . 

lfuat type of Rifles vvere they? 

I dont kn01'l, you s,ee ,ve are only on Radio Call, you see I am l' p all 
nigh t you see and ,'le are getting the Radio Inform.'~_ tion coming i n . 

Do you know the Country of origin of the arms? 

No I dont that Country , no . 

We ll do you think that these arms l'Tere dest:ired f or t he I RA? 

I have no opinions on tha t except tha t certainly they were not being 
brought in here to shoot ducks and ''le v,ill l eave it a t that. 
As far a s the origin i s concerned , we know tha t this bo a t came through 
the Strai ts of Gibralter on the 21st around midday. Then she 
vanished and she arrived . 

vTere othe r Security Forces and perhaps other Navies invo+ved in this operation? 

That has to do 1'Tith Intelligence and Security and I wont tell you. 
You will go to jail before you wi ll reveal your sources of information -
I wont tell you. 

Does this operation represent a tougher line 1'Tith subversive organisations ? 

"I'1ell I h ave only been here three ;'leeks and I dont knOl'l where you start 
or finish on w'hat is a tough line. As far as I am concerned, this 
is a law and order Government , this i s a l aw and ordl1T State , this 
is democracy and we are goi ng to be a good modern democracy that ,rill 
do our job . Nine ty- nine pe r cent of the people in this Country 
want l aw and order and we are going to g ive it to them . 

Do you think that there may h ave been othe r shipments? 

I have no views on that a t a ll or any kno1'lledge 

Vias this known before hand, was thi s a trap for .this particular boat? 

I \'Jouldn ' t think that you could desc r i be anything like t hat as a trap . 
Its quite obvious t hat we were wai ting f or the'-boat and we acte d 
proper ly. \tIe ha d the security of the St a te in our hands and 1ve 
ha d to act as we did. 
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