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Ambassador 

1. As instructed, I called by appointment on S~r Stewart 

Cravrford, Deputy Under-Secreta ry of State at the }'oreign 

and Commonwealth Office at 5.30 p.m. yesterday 1st }'ebruaryo 

I handed over the Memorandum (copy attached), the text 

of which had been sent to me in . the afternoon by t e 1 eprLYlter c 

I explained to Sir stel·mrt that you Ivculd ha v e wi shed· 

to call on him personally but unfortunately you had 

left for Liverpool earlier in the day to fulfil an 

official engag ement. I thanked him for receiving me at 

short notice and s a id that I und er s tocd tha t t he s erious 

viei'i'S set out in the Memoran dum were being conveyed to 

Sir John Peck in Dublin a t about the saI!1e time o 

2. Sir Stewart r ead the I"Iemorandt1JD. and then remark ed 

that he itTouldneed time t o st .udy it in deta il o Howev er . 

he c01]1ld sa;y tha t Mr lti11itela"l" ·,vas j1..U3t as concerned a s 

we were about the seriousness of the situation. I said 

that there was mu ch sy-mpa thy 1.;T i th Nr \'[h:L telmv in his 

difficulties but, as made clear in the I'iIem0 randulIl, ".ti e 

were concerned tha t i .llegal ac t ivi ti es on one Elid e 

appeared to enjoy i mmunity. We b elieve d that the law 

should be a pplied equally to all. Sir Stewart t hen 

referred to Pa r agraph 5 of the lVIemorandum and said t ha t 

effective action "vas being taken agains t assassination 

gangs, as d emons -L rat ed by t he numb er' of. alTest,s an d 

prosecu tions tha t had been undertak en since the b eginrling 

of the yea r. 

3. As to the UDA, t hey had to be carefu l and. Sir St el'1art 

rema rked "it contains moder a tes a ::l ir{ ell a s tiresome pe opl e. 

\-[hat vle have to do i s to SCpE:trEI.t e them". He s tr es sed 

tha t there was, i n h is v i ew , no UEe in proscr i bing 

t he LTD]'" as 811 organisat ion . P.s t o t he po:int i n Parag;ra])h 2 
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of the r.1emorandum , he did not deny that the UDA vfere 

openly flaunting themselves as a para-military organisation 

but rather pointedly said that, if such were the case, 

they had "learnt i t from others". I felt I should 
. -

respond and remarked "but action has been taken against 

others " .. To this, Sir Stewart I'eplied t hat \ fe eould 

be sure tha t aot ion would continue to be taken against 

"violent men on all s ides". 

4. At this point Sir Stewart indicated that he had no 

more comment to make at this s tag e and r epeated that the 

content of the Tvlernorandum \'lOuld be studied. As we rose 

and went towards the door I stressed the point in the 

Memorandum r egardj.ng the possible influ.enc e of the 

violent a ction by the UDA and affiliat ed militant groups 

on forthcoming political decisions. Sir Stewart indi cated 

that he well lL."lderstood the point but made no further 

comment and I t h en took my l eave. The interview was 

no longer than 10 mj.nut es . 

5. I conveyed the substance of the above report to 

Nr J:'.1cDonClgh on my return to the Embassy clt approxima tely 

6 p.m~ 

C V Whelan 

l'-'ebrua ry 7.. , 1973 
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17 Grosvenor Plaoe 
mUl 7BR 

1. Events of, recent days in Northern Ireland conoerning 
th9 so-oalled Ulster Defence Association give cause 
for the very grevest concern. The Irish Governll1ent 
feel tha:t there can be little hope for' early prog"t"ssa 
towards Et 601u·tion of the Northern Irel~Uld probl em 
if the 1mpl 1ca t10ns of. these events are rIOt clearly 
faeed up to . 

2. The U.D. A. have openly flaunted th.emselves as a para­
military .organisation over a long pax-lodo A detector!\, 
who was high in t heir councils . has nO~l made most 
eeri011S r evela.tions a.bout their act! vi ties and var:tolls 
public sta.tements of El highly d:tl3qu1a'ti.ng nature have 
b een made by Iljr. T. Herron, the D.D .. A. ts Vice-Chairman 

and spokesman. ~lr. Herron ~,8 reported t for example. 
as adm1ttL"l& that thaorgan1satlon. has hrought guns 

illegall;" into Northern Ireland and ~s been co­
operating with the ~.11egal l'Jlster Volunt ~')al~ Force . 
who only today arG reported to have aocepted 
responsibility for another heinGU.a act of secta.rian 
violence in which ons man was killed and several others 
seriously injured. A statement by jrljr" Eerron on 
30 January, 1973, tha.t the U.D .. A. had decide.d to take 

no further gp6cia.l measures. to stop f.H.lsa.8s1nat1ons 

\'I'as f'ollo'·n.~'d i D"Jnedia:i;ely by a. number of ID"J.1"dere of 

members ot the Ca tholic community. The obvious 
. inference ia that the tT.D .. A. are in 8. position to 
deto!'mine whether or not l'!lurders ehoul.d continue. 

,. Thi.s e1tua tion la extremely serious and if~ ca'Usi1~g gra'vG! 
d1squiet both North and South ot the Border. The 
I rish Government COtl13i.- e r t hat it ,it{} u.lU"€t:~listic to 
envistlS;fJ . possible sol'Q·tioll.B f Ol" vary difficult po11 tlceJ. 
pr(iblem~ 'lrl'h1le the U.D.A" are &~J.owed. to continue to 
operate wi thO"l.lt apparent hindr rulce . Their illegnl. 

aot:tv1 ties should enjoy no m01.~e i mruu:o.i t7 then s i milar 
aotivi ties fr om. any other qu.arter' .. 

of the law ehould be tl.ppl iad. 
The dtll.e pro coos 
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Ireland should be caJ.1ed in.. This applies 

particularly nO"1 to truoh of these firearms aa are 
in the hands of known or suspeoted members of the 
U"D.A. 

5. It 1.8 strongly urged that the British Government take 
further and offeot1ve act:.ion in relation to thE} 
operations of assassination gangs In the N01:th. 

6. The Irish Government wish to emphasise that the 
developj.ng situa.tion in regard to the U.D.A., U.V.F •• 
and other so-ca.lled. tlLoyalist" mil:ttant groups is 
especially serious when viewod in r~1ation to the 
present period preceding the issue 0:( tha British 
Government 's promised White PapeL" and. the oircumstances 
whic.h Inliy follol'1 th~ i ssue of the i'lhlte PEtper . It 
wou.ld be extremely untortuna:te if these organisations j 
a.ttitudes and activities ·\,l(~l:,e seen to be, or oou.ld be 
interpreted as being, a s:i.gn1f1cant ~fluence Cl1 the 
political decisions that require to be taken by the 
British Govel~.ent. 

1st Febr~ary. ~973. 
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