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l. As instructed, I called by appointment on Sir Stewart
Crawford, Deputy Under-Secretary of State at the Foreign

and Commonwgalth Office at 5.30 p.m. yesterday lst February.

I hended over the Memorandum (copy attéched), the tex

of which had been sent to me in the afternoon by tel eprinter.
I explained to Sir Stewart that you would have wished

to call on him personally but unfortunately you had

left for Liverpool earlier in the day to fulfil an

official engagement. I thanked him for receiving me at

short notice and said that I understocd that the serious

views set out in the Memorandum were being conveyed to

Sir John Peck in Dublin at asbout the same time.

2. B8ir Stewart read the lMemorandum 2nd then remarked
that he would need time to study it in detail. However,
he cowld say that Mr Whitelaw was just as concerned as
we were about the seriousness of the situation. I sald
that there was much sympathy with lr Whitelaw in his
difficulties but, as made clear in the Memorandum, we
were concerned that illegal activities on one side
appeared to enjoy immunity. ‘We believed that the law
should be applied‘equally to all, ©Sir Stewart then
referred to Paragraph 5 of the Memorandum and said that
effective action was being taken against assassination
gangs, as demonstrated by the number of arrests and
procecutions that had been undertaken since the beginning

of the year.

3. As to the UDA, they had to be careful and Sir Stewart

remarked"it contains moderates as well as tiresome people.

ot

What we have to do is to separate them". He stressed

that there was, in his view, no use in proscribing

the UDA as an orgsnisation. As to the point in Paragraph 2
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of the Memorandum, he did not deny that the UDA were

openly flaunting themselves as a para-military organisation
but rather pointedly said that, if such were the case,

they had "learnt it from others". I felt I should

respond and remarked "but action has been taken against
others". Tc this, Sir Stewart replied that we could

be sure that action would continue to be taken against

"violent men on all sides".

4. At this point Sir Stewart indicated that he had mno
more comment to make at this stage and repeated that the
content of the Memorandum would be studied. As we rose
and went towards the door I stressed the point in the
Memorandum regarding the posesible influence of the

violent action by the UDA and affiliated militent groups
on forthcoming political decisions. Sir Stewart indicated
that he well understood the point but made no further
comment and I then tock my leave. The interview was

no longer than 10 minutes.

5. I conveyed the substance of the above report to
Mr McDonsgh on my return to the Embassy at approximately

6 pele

C V Whelan

February 4. 1973
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17 CGrosvenor Place

SW1X TER

E_I_'sﬁoa QENEEE

1. ZEvents of recent days in Northern Ireland concerning
the so-called Ulster Dafence Agsociation give cause
for the very gravest concern. The Irish Governnent$
feol that there can be littls hope for early progress
towarde & solution of the Northern Ireland problem
if the implications of these events are not clearly
faced up to.

2. The U.D.A. have openly flaunted {hemselves a8 a pars~
wilitary organisation over a long periecd. A defector,
who was higch in their councils, has now nade mcst
serious revelations sbout their activities and varicus
public statements of a highly disquieting nature have
been made by Fr. T. Horron, the U.D.A.'s Vice-~Chairman
gnd spokesmen, ¥Mr. Herron im reported, Ifor example,
as admitting that the organisation has brought guns
1llegzally into Herthern Ireland and has been O~
operating with the illiegal Ulster Voluntesr Force,
who only today are reported to have acgepted
responsibility for another heincus act of sectarian
violence in which cne man wes killed and several others
sericusly injured. A statement by Ir. Ferron on
%0 January, 1973, thet the U.D.A., had decided to take
no further specisl measures. to stop assassinations
vas followed immediately by a number of murders of
nembers of the Catholice communitye. The obvioua
-dnference is that the U.D.A. are in & position to
determine whether or not murders ehould continue.

¥e This situation is extremely serious and is causing grave
disguiet both North and Scuth of the Border. The
Irish Covernment consiier that it is vnreslistic to
envisage possible solutions for wery difficult political
problems whila the U.D.A. are sllowed to continue to
operate without apparent hindrance. Their illegal
activities chould enjoy ne more Lmmnity than simlilar
activities from any other quarter. The due proceos
of the law should be applied,

4, Once again it is urged that licensed firesyms in Norihern
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Ireland should be called in. This applies
particularly now to such of these firecarms as are
in the handes of known or suspected members of %the
U.D.A.

S, It is strongly urged that the British Government take
“ further and effective action in relation to the
operations of sssassination gavgs in the North.

6. The Irigh Government wish t¢ emphasise that the
developing situation in regard to the U.D.A.; U.V.F,,
and other so~cglled "Loyalist" militaent groupe is
especially serious when viewed in relation to the
present pericd preceding the issue of the British
Government's promised White Paper and the circumstances
which may follow the issue of the Vhite Faper. It
would be extremely unfortunate if these organisations?
attitudes and activities were seen t0o be, or could he
interpreted as being, a significant infiuencse on the
political decisions that reguire to be token by the
British Covernment.

1st Februeary, 1973.
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