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1<669 
The following statement has been issued by the Government 

Information Bureau on behalf of the Tooiseuch : 

The Government are deeply concerned that the suffering 

ef the people of Northern Ireland be brought to an end 

and pedce , reconciJiation and justice secured. They 

recognise that the Irish Government have an impor~ant 

role in helring to find a just solution to t.he great 

humCln and p\.Hitical problems which face the people ef the 

N ~rth . 

Conscious of their responsibilities the Government are 

giving earnest consideration t~ the matters covered by the 

i/hite Paper I1Northern Ireland Const itutional Prop~':;dlstl . 

They accept that there is no quick or easy solution to 

the ma~y problems of Northern Ireland, but see in the 

':Jhite Paper proposals which could help towards a solution . 

fhe Government are g l ad to not e that the 'vVhi te Paper 

proposes a system o f power-sharing under which an Assembly 

vvill be elected ut an early elate by pr u po~t,ional 

r0prCSPllt.at iClll and an Executive will be appoi llted J rl An 

acceptable basis J'eclC'hpd 1 11 disc11SSj OIl with elected 

representatives . These propoS31s will , however , require 

further clarification . 

The Government n ~-:e cow;truc U ve elef1lerrts such as the 

proposals to guarantee human richts and to est ablish an 
::J 

age ncy to prevent dis crimin ation , incl uding employment 

discr i mination in the private sect OI <IS wp l .1. PlC; :in +h0 

public sect or . 

The Government note with some regret, that i .t has not 

been fo und desirable at this stage to outline in 

greater detail the proposals for a Counc il of Ireland 

but, in the belief that the terms of the \'Jhite Paper 

leave ooen the negotiation of an effective bipartite 
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Council ~f Ir~lat\d, they Clre ready to enter in-to <iiscussiuns 

with all the parties concerned . 

This is a time for calm and restraint on all sides to allow 

for a full exploration of the proposals and of all their 

implications . 

20 Marta , 1973 . 
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