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Dear Asat.tant Secret~ 

11 GroeYeaor Place 
SWfX .,HR 

- - -= -----~-..... ---

Mr. Merlyn R.e. M •. P. came to .ee •• br1etl,. this m0rn1n6. 
He is not UDhopetu1 that ear11 progress on the formation 
ot an Exeoutlve w111 be peaeibl..Re had be.n 1n touoh 
with Mr. Whitelaw after the latter's returll t rom l3elfa.t 
yeeterd·ay dtex-noon. The Secretary ot state seemed 
fairly conf1d.~t following his talks 7eetercia7 with the 
leadera of the political partie. in the North that 
agree.ent oan be reaohed on the formation of an Exeoutive 
based on the FaulkDer union1s t... the SDLP 8l'ld Al.llanoe. 

Mr. FaullQler's e.ttltude ,at hie meet1n4J with Mr. Whitel.w 
apparently was t bathe woul.d be prepared to talk to the 
SDLP and Allianoe if the,. were to take the 1n1 t1at1ve 
1n approaching h1m .• Mr. Wh1telaw reacted atrong17 to 
thie "stand-olfish att1tu4e" and ma4e olear to. Mr. Faulkner 
his view that it would be "neither wi.e nor helpful" in 
tlle present altv.atj.oa. Mr. FaulJmer would be well advised 
to get off hi. h1gh hora8 quiCkl,. pal'tloular17 in view 
of the strong reeern.t1on.., a bou.t b.1iD personall, in tru. 
mlnde of the SDLF. 

Mr. Whitelaw 18 apparently a little conceme4 at the 
lfIlE.,gestlon that B01 Bradford may now baTe hi. hat in the 
r1Dg for the top 30b. This cancern 18 shared by Merlyn Rees. 
Mr. Bradford la ok. the poll t1cal .astutenes s and e%perten.o. 
ot Mr. Faulkne... A more serious aspect of the matter 
18 that 1t Mr. Faullmer were re3eoted f or the job ot Head 
'Ot the Eltecut1ve he would oertainly resor' to a double-
orose1ng operation,. In the vle'Wof Mr. Whl t elaw and 
Mr. Re •• , Mr. Faulkner's talents and experienoe will be 
n.eded. if the xecutlve ls to tackl.e ser1ous17 the 
responsibilities which w111 be devolved to it • 
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