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BEFORD ON WEETING. it 5 srospst
A5 19450 °

The Taoisesch accompamied by the Ténsismte, the Minister for Pimance,
the FHinister for Foreign /ffaire and the Minister for Poste and
Telegraphs met a delegution frem the U.Dsl.Pe in the Counedil
Chambers, Covermmoent mm on 12th M” 1973« The HeDeleFe
delegation comprimsed Mr, Johm Hume, Nr, iuatin Wﬂ.. Ere. Paddy
O'Hanlon, Mr, Paddy Devliin and Mr, Pat O'Donohue,

The Teolisouch welcomad the visitors and congratulated them on their
exveilent shovinge in the /iseembly elections, Fe ocutlined the
contents of his talks with the British Prime Minigter om 2nd July
lagt and sald that it was his impression that in the event of an
alignment between O0fficiul Unioniste and Loyalists, Pritain would
intorven€ in the situation, In relation to the adjournment of
Ireland's application teo the Comminmoion of Human 2ights in
Strasbouryg, the Taciseach said that the Covermment had given
detalled connidoration %o the matter, Britain aplied for the
adjournsent and the Irish Covernsent agreed to thiss The main
consideration was that, with the deoveloping situation im the MNorth,
the unheard Otrasbourg applicetion was a vital bargaining wespon
and the Govermment considered that it wae important te retain it
for as long ag posuiblo.

Mr, Hune thanked the Taociseouch for his welcome and comgratulations.
He satated that there wae quite an smount of comcern within his
Party at the apparent drift of Govermment policy im the Zouthe There
appeared to be a definite policy of appessenent of the majority in
the North, His Party also felt that they should have been consulted
about the sdjourmmont of the Utrashourg case, Mre. Deviin peointed
out that the S.0:L.P. had done most of the ground work for the
submiosion to the umam Fights Comwiession smd they now had the
situation where policitera acting for the parties concerned were
withholding - alt mnetive seti'n until the Commission decided the
gubmine one

Continuing the discussion Mr, Hume said that thare were three broad
areans of discunsion mnamely the likely course of ovente in lelfnst,
Dublin und Londone The Northorn scembly would be restricted to
discusoing matiern ever which it had control and mo comtenticun
fomuen would be raiped by the .. lefe in that forums The
progedures of the lspembly, 4ts standing orders ete, would have

to be worked out but ome of the immeifate difficultice in hia view
was the voting syatem thet would de adepted in the Assembly for
the election of a Upeaker und for subsequent business.
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In regard to London's involvement Mr. Hume said that that the
crugcial matter there was policing in the North. They envisaged
Joint control of the Northern Ireland police service by Britain

and the 26-Counties or by the Council of Ireland. He stressed

that what they had in mind was political conirol and mot joint
policing. His Party were very concerned about diserimimation

in the public sector. The lnvestigations of discrimination by

the Ombudsman had been in individuel cases but the ombudsman

was not empowered to investigate patterns of dscrimination.

Without this power very little progress would be made in resolving
the difficulties in this area. An anomaly existed now in that
because there were no Stormoat M.P.8 questions of maladministration
could only be taken up through Westminister M.P.s: Mr, Fume said
that the role of the Dublin Govermment in future developments would
be of crucisl importance. There would have to be a real Irish
dimension now and hig Party felt strongly that a Council of Ireland
was the best means of achieving thig dimension. They envisaged an
all=Ireland authority for tourism, electricity ete. which would also
examine differences in social services, etc., and plan a constitution
for a new Ireland., A Council which had only advisory functions
would be of mo benefit whatsoever towards the long-term settlement
of the Northern problem. His Party were seeking the Dublin
Government's support in all these areas.

The Taoiseach said that he would be reporting back to the
Government on the views that had been expressed by the visitors.
No Dublin Govermment could commit itself to supporting any party
in the North amnd it must take decisions in the light of the overall
situation. On the Strasbourg case, the Taoiseach said that the
main concern had been to retain it as a bargaining weapon. Had no
adjournment been sought by the British, the application might have
been disposed of by now and once a decision was taken that would
be the end of the matter. There was always the possibility that

a settlement under the friendly settlement procedures of the
Commicssion might be decided on., The Dublin Government was
cormitted to nmothing except the adjournment of the hearing of the
case until around the beginning of October., The Govermment was
anxious to proceed in conformity with developments in the North.
In his discussions with Mr, Heath, he bhad given no commitment on
a Council of Ireland and the procedures of such a Councll were

not raised. The Taoiseach said that hie Govermment was anxi-us to
achieve a solution to the Northern problem.
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Hre O'Hanlom seid that what was involved was a package-deal
comrriging roweresharing, a Council of Ireland and quadripartite
talkse The Jlelele Tolt strongly that there must be simultaneous
progress and pressure om all fronts, The important thing was to
got the Unioniete involved in a Council of Ireland and if there
vere gottlements in other aress, but not in that area, they would
be "sold down the river®, The Britisgh Covermment had not given
any declaration of Intent in rogard Lo their disengagement from
the Uix Counties and they should bo pre ced to do 80,

Coming back to the question of the voting system in the Aseeably,
Fre flume pald that there wae &« dilemms posed here, If they agreed
te a majority vete for the doction of a speaker, this could be
very dangerous for the future, If a blocking aystem invelving
aprrovel by throeequart:ors of the Assembly was sgroed to, there
would ale¢ be dangers in relation %o issues which might ardise in
the future,

The Tdnaiste and Finister for Foreigm Affairs thought that the
voting ayster might not be 20 crucial as the vieitors thought,
The conssnt of the lecretary of Jtate would be required for any
docinsi me taken in the Aspenbdly and this was a vital safeguard,

Nre lume said thut it was essential to plan all the way 80 as

to avoid oatastrorhies, 4is long as Nritain pusrant-ed the
aspirations of the majority im the North there would be no change.
Thie wvas a fundamental issue and should be faced up tees A
declaration of intent teo disengoge by the British would provoke
some backlash dut no progrecs would be made until this was dome.

The Tsolicemch pelnted out that the Fritish had made it clear that
they would only support an executive which had support from the
two communitieass It would bo oper to the lel.l.Pe to dDlock any
decisionn being tuken with which they were in disagreement, The
vigitors stated thet they were cosmitted to being constructive
in the issembly but that they would stand firm on fuadamentals,

A gensral discussion of a Council of Irelsnd followed, the Minister
for Foreign Affaire pointing out the desirability of the Council
having built-in power to evolve and bYoth Covernnents asgreeing
beforehand to implement whatever proposals emerged from the Council'e
deliborations, The Hinister for rosts and Telographs suggested

that & Counecil of lreland which was seen as o step in the direction
of unity might only eserve to exclude Unioniste frow particiration

in it. Fr, Hume pald that Unioniete may not object to a Council.
There was no clear Unioniet position on the matter though some seen
to be socepting the idea of & Couneil,
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Referring to hie rocent mecting with the New Ulster Mowvement,
the Tmoiseonch said that memdbers of the Govermment were hitherto
prepared to mee any group they thought could comtridbute to a solution
of the problemes Im resronse to a complaint by the Hel.l.F, that
the Jov.rasent shuld not deal with nom=elected people the Taoleeuch
promised to comsid r confining meating at Ministerisl level to

s eleoted representutives

In a disoussion on policing which followed, the visitors pointed
out that thie war @& orucial iseue and the problen was to get the
people to identify with the police force, They did mot consider
that the Seoretary of Utate war giving reform of policing the
priority it merited, vwhat was required was o new police force to
replace the H.U.Ce and to operats under new political controls The
Taolecach indicated that he undergtood thet the policing situntion im
Derry was now sttisfactory anéd Kre. Heath had informed him that,

£2 million was doing spent on & mew police college. e pointed out
that 1t would be necezpary to decide on the progedure to beo adopted
for ressiructurins the poelice forece, VWould members of the force be
retired early on full pay or would it simply be & question of
incrensinge the alze of the force? The visitors thought that a
combination of both proccdurce would be necessary snd they pointed
out that the polics themselvee were disenchanted with the presont
pituation, They were hoping %o weot the Police Federstiom in the
near f™ature and with the momentun Tor change which existed in the
police forge itsell they were horeful of getting commitmente from
the mexbere, particularly senior officers. The visitors mentioned
that it was their intention to launch a public campaigm about the
re-gtructuring of the police force,

Fre, Hume thanked the Taoisewch and the membors of the Goverament
for meeting hin and his colleaguecn. He asked if they might state,
in reply to any questions from the Fress om the Strasbhourg case,
that they had received am assurance at the meeting that the
Governzent had no intention of withdrawing the applicetion to the
Commirmasion. He wae 1nfornogﬁ3§at he gould do mo, 4 ptatement

for the Prers was agreod onlthc meoting then concluded.
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