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Note of Discussion with John Hums M.P •. , 
on Saturday. 3rd March. 1973. 

( . 

1?769 

Mr . Hume said tha t by agreement between all the "Ndtionalist" par ties 

in the 6-Counties no overt boyco t t campaign is being undertaken, 

the objective is to keep the situation cool for the voting so as not 

to evoke a large pol l on the Unionist side. fi th the hea t being 

kept out of the situation it may be barely possi ble t o roster a 

r esult indicating les s than 50% of the electorate in favour of 

unity with Britain. This would disarm the Unionist publicity 

machi ne which is looking for a big poll on the is sue showing a 

65/70% i n favour of union with Britain. 

In the light of the policy being pursued by the "Nat i onalist" 

side in the fiiqrth of Ireland, Mr. Hume said that he would prefer 

if no adverse comment on the plebi scite came from Government 

sources in the 26-Counties until after polling da y. 

As regards comment after polling day in addition to standard 

comments regarding the predictability and f utility of the 

pl ebiscite and the one-sided and inappropriate second question , 

Mr~ Hume felt that it would be a valid point for Government 

s pokesmen t o make that no approach had been made by the British 

Government to thfj Irish Government in relati on t o the sec ond 

question although it Vitally involved the 26-Counties. 

Mr . Hume said that the S.D.L.P. were pursuing independent of the 

White Paper a conCi lia t ory policy vis-a-vis Unionist opinion in the 

North. They wer e t o publish in the British News Letter and in the 

Irish News on Monday 5th Ma rch. a large advertisement heading 

"PoliCy for Partnershipu. In that adverti sement they were 

proposing the creation of a assembly i n Northern Ireland directly 

e l ected having ~'eal pov.'ers including that of taxation and having 

Note of Discussion with John Hums M.P •. , 
on Saturday. 3rd March. 1973. 

( . 

1?769 

Mr . Hume said tha t by agreement between all the "Ndtionalist" par ties 

in the 6-Counties no overt boyco t t campaign is being undertaken, 

the objective is to keep the situation cool for the voting so as not 

to evoke a large pol l on the Unionist side. fi th the hea t being 

kept out of the situation it may be barely possi ble t o roster a 

r esult indicating les s than 50% of the electorate in favour of 

unity with Britain. This would disarm the Unionist publicity 

machi ne which is looking for a big poll on the is sue showing a 

65/70% i n favour of union with Britain. 

In the light of the policy being pursued by the "Nat i onalist" 

side in the fiiqrth of Ireland, Mr. Hume said that he would prefer 

if no adverse comment on the plebi scite came from Government 

sources in the 26-Counties until after polling da y. 

As regards comment after polling day in addition to standard 

comments regarding the predictability and f utility of the 

pl ebiscite and the one-sided and inappropriate second question , 

Mr~ Hume felt that it would be a valid point for Government 

s pokesmen t o make that no approach had been made by the British 

Government to thfj Irish Government in relati on t o the sec ond 

question although it Vitally involved the 26-Counties. 

Mr . Hume said that the S.D.L.P. were pursuing independent of the 

White Paper a conCi lia t ory policy vis-a-vis Unionist opinion in the 

North. They wer e t o publish in the British News Letter and in the 

Irish News on Monday 5th Ma rch. a large advertisement heading 

"PoliCy for Partnershipu. In that adverti sement they were 

proposing the creation of a assembly i n Northern Ireland directly 

e l ected having ~'eal pov.'ers including that of taxation and having 



TSCH/3: Central registry records Department of the Taoiseach

© National Archives, Ireland

executive and proportionate st r ength of the parties represented 

in the assembly . They were propo sing that any legislation emanating 

from orthern Ire l and a sseml)lies wou ld be signed by two 

commissioners or governors appointed by the Bri tish Government and 

I rish Government who w()u ld each have the power of veto. They 

were also proposing that law and or der and security shoul d i~i tially 

at least be put under t he contro l of the t wo commissioners or 

gover nors. 

Their proposal h<iving 11nk between North and South was that it 

should be ef fected by way of a new losti tution drawn f:?qually from 

the elected a ssemblies of North and South with powers to:-

( a ) deal with ma ttersof corumon conCern such as, tour! srn. electti t ity and 

tele-communication. 

(b) to p l an the Etqual1sation and harmonisation of laws and services 

t hroughout the 32-Counties. 

(c) to draft a Constitution. 

(d) to agree on a new relationshi p with ritain. 

Mr. Hume indic tted that he f elt that the British White Pdper would 

not go far enough on the lines they wanted and ere proposing. 

These lines were the 10g1cal out-come of their initial discussions 

wi th Messrs Taylo.r and Crij lge. 

Or9ani§~tion9f S . R. ht. p o. 

He i nformed me that the party had appointed Nir. John Du fy. as 

Secret ary and tha t 1n addition they were employing a party 

organi ser. 
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3. 

For the purpose of discussions wi.th the TaoisJ,,:(lch or t he Gover nment 

here , Mr . Hume said t hat t he S. D.L. P. would not wi sh t o be 

a ssoclated wi th the Natio nal ist Party. There Vias funda mental 

differ ence of out- l ook bet waen them, The Nationalist Party policy 

be ing pr ac t i ca l l y in 1i ne with Mr. Frank McMa nu s and ,AI'. Pa ~jdy 

Kennedy and etng r elatively cl ose t o the views of the 

Prov isi.(.l na l LR . ,' . If the Government should wi sh t o c onsul t 

the Nti onal i sts and t he S.D. L. P. he would be gl ad if t he 

consul tations we r e kept separ ate. 

~e!:hQd tat gliGt1SUJ ·.f'9X N,l_ 8il.mbU 

lrt re ference to the ulethed Q!eleetlon f oX' the Northern Ireland 

Assembly propos ed by the S . D.L.,P. i Mr. Hume s aid he favoured not 

out type of P. A.. but lis t P . R~ on ther German btyle. He felt thCit 

t his would suit h1$party in particuli)x and WQ,uld t e nd to ellmlmate 

spllnter gX'oup$jW On this oce·aa ion he ,appeat"ed to be in favour of 

the' MeHory divisi~n$ -0,' the 6.Counties f'or elections to t.he Assembly. 

Iny~URiC!N".rtQl.tHm~a;\.;(tUi to ,ff1<;ial fYDC\lsws lo2Q",oygtl.e. 

Mr. Hume $.a l d h~ felt that the ~hanglnge11mate in the' 6...counties 

made him fee l th~t people like John T aylor,. M. P •• Wl11iam Cralg" M. P. 

and others whom he did not specify would be wIlling to aece.pt 

invitations to t),i flcial £ulletions in the South. 
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