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I 

19 June 1973 

Mr Liam Cosgrave TD 
Taoiseach 

Dear Taoiseach 

ROI NN POIST A GUS TELEGRAF"A 
DEPARTMENT OF POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS 

A RD- O IF"lG AN PHOIST 
GENERAL POST OFFICE 

BAILE ATHA CLlATH 
DUBLIN I 

I enclose a copy of a l etter I have sent to the Chairman of the 
new Authority about coverage of Sinn F~in-IRA demonstrations at 
Bodenstown. 

There is no doubt that Sinn F~in-IRA - both branches - get great 
mileage out of these celebrations, whatever way the Government 
handles them. 

If arrests were carried out in such a situation, resistance would 
certainly be offered and subsequently great propaganda use could 
be made of what would be presented as the desecration of what 
Pearse called "the holiest place in Ireland". 

If, on the other hand, proceedings are not interfered with by the 
Police, then a Government effort to minimise coverage of the 
events concerned Can be very plausibly represented as 
interference with the freedom of the Press and broadcasting, and 
even people who do not sympathise with Sinn F~in-IRA can be led 
to join their protests on such an issue. 

Finally, if the State interferes neither with the ceremonies nor 
with their coverage, the resulting presentation in the Press and 
Media will look to many, especially in the North, as official 
condonation by the State of the public flaunted activities of 
illegal armies. 

To some extent it looks like a "you can't win" situation. I don't 
think hOvlever it is really as bad as that. I think the key to the 
situation lies, not directly in the Media coverage but in what is 
covered: the degree of impunity enjoyed by the illegal 
organisations, or on the other hand the determined activities of 
the law enforcement agencies. To the degree that the latter form 
of activity makes news - as in the case of the Claudia - we have 
seen that the Media are eager to cover it. Ir - alternatively -
people in paramilitary uniforms parade, then media people can 
argue that that too makes news. There may have been - as 
suggested above - special and adequate reasons for not interfering 
with these ceremonies at Bodenstown this year. A crackdown on 
paramilitary uniforms and gestures in the wake of Bodenstown seems 
correspondingly desirable. 

I t"'\ I suggest it is also desirable, and would have "positive" news 
I /~' value, to decide on andpnnounce very shortly the singletday of 
' 1 .-J-fY( '/ national reconciliation. You asked Paddy Donegan and myself to 
I· '; ~ / // examine thiS, and we are in substantial agreement on it. As his 
~lv Le . Department is primarily concerned perhaps you would ask him to 

! 
1 J. report to the Government at an early date on this? In view of the AA! ~ J~ future commemorations no,,, imminent in the North and the general 1 
"I ~weariness of so many people North and South with all these 

commemorations the present month would be an exceptionally good 
time for such an announcement. 

Yours sincerely 

Conor Cruise O'Brien TF 
------------------~---------~j 
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19 June 1913 
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I w B quite uzzled yeelf by th choice of Mr rtin ~Gu1nne8 a n w. 
le d on un y. k, but deci e not to u ry 1t. BOll ver the inferenoe. 
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r not tt. pt1n to prejud a the.e m ttera, or to 1ni 1ze the 
d1fficulty nd de11c 01 ot he dec1 10n 1nvolved. But r do think 1t 
dea1r ble that we ke p in touch about theae proble a. 

:Be.t wishea 

Your. ai erely 

Conor Crui e O'Er1 n 

Donall U • 0 MOr in 
Cha1ru.n 
RTE Author1ty 
Donnybrook 
Dublin 4 
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