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3let August 1973

Uear Uecretary

I had moet of am hour vith Mr Vhitelaw todoy. He was
sccompanied by Mr Voodfield, Deputy Head of the Northernm
Ireland 0ffice and by a Private fecrotary,

1 told the Secretary of State thet I was amxious to got
his overall impreseions on the Northern Irelemnd eitustion
:m«mmummw.mummuun

the timetable for future developments,

Wr Vhitelaw said that the main purpose of the Prime Hinister's J'
visit to the North was to "creste an attitude of urgeney !
about reaching practicsl solutions”. The Secretary of ftate |
mmmmmummmwmnhthq

muthmmththmmﬂmnMorm
at the higheet lovel,

The Prime Minister's visit had two good effoctsie

(1) 1% put beyond any doubt thet,if the North vante
to have respomoibility for the ranning of ite ¢
ovn effairs, m-mmyhuthchuhu
the presemt Conastitution; |

(2)1tauuedthrﬂumcrhm!m!um *
Fits, Paulkner sma Hopier the moet firm reassuranceg
of their readiness to make the Constitution work
and their acknowledgement thot the ixecutive can i
reelisticelly only come from their parties,

...'/ttl
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Paieley made no seoret of his deterninetion to wreck the
Constitution, Craig can be counted om to pursue the
82me objective. The gap between Faulkner's group sma
the unpledged Unionists has widemed considerably amd
mwwum.mm-nu-smn
vorry to him. There will certainly be seme defections
from Faullmer's perty and this 1o a point which the

SDLP should bear in mind in pressing theilr demands,

The SDLP should bear in mind to0 that the Conetitution
moans the end of Frotestent domination in the North

and this is eomething vhich even moderste Protestants
find hard to take,

ﬁoPrmHh.tstorua.trn&bythMthtmm

Executive, The fecretary of State expressed the personal
view
mtmhmdnot certain to get the Job

mu-mtm«mmumrmm@

problem. The police authority will be making a recommendation
nabntamthoru. M:Bwutmuthgn

to./oo.
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is not an applicant fertluputmmnhvm

he 1s not eligitle because of his present seniority.

The SDLP in their talks with Mr Vhitelaw on police
reform alwaye bring up the question of the uneuitability
erurtmsmrmommuthfoﬂo. They
refuse to dicclose who these are, If they could be
persusded to do co, then it might be voenible"to do
something about”the individusls in cue«stion,

In brief, the Prime Minister emd Mr Whitelaw are
hopeful that agreement on police reorganisation can
be found, The reorgenisation will, however, have
to be on the basis of the present RUG, A reorgsnised

'0./...
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receiving the Meat attention. He wemts %o let these
peupleouthutﬁ:maremnﬂicﬁngremma&utafw
of Shem which ave deing further investigeted. As regards
the@mtiannfachangemthewinm the Army
¢arry out their duties, the problem is not a gemer=l one.
It is limited o & smell mumber of units and these are
receiving special atiention.

hmmmmmmmyhmmmm.
Heniditismmutmtmmumemw.
:mmwwmmzmmtmnmmmm
and not for the Goverrment. Re then told me that he is
Vm’:rmmm&amm—mw
mmzmendiaammmmm
incidents from the MHopegran ares. If we could do anything

o help spprehend I = vnitetav would ve meas

mma

The Seeretary of 3tate also referred to the recemt
correspondence between the Prime Minister and the Tmoisesch
on the Strasbourg case, He sald he very much regretted the
attitude we hed taken on this but ke fully understood the
problens on our side. I repeated that there had deen a
strong reaction from the mimority in the North when we
agreed o posciponement of the cese. i told the Seeretary
ﬁmtemagmmmwmmmnm
Irelmdhdreﬁﬁmﬁmthhtﬂajﬂinmmmm
bymmhahupﬂmMcammHWngw
rise %o 2 very strong public resction. ¥r ¥hitelaw said
memorsmamummummammt sae
mtitmﬁmmdma@mm}}u%
and London.
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On the question of the bombing incidents here, Mr Whitelaw
said that there is still no proof that the Provisiomal IRA
is responsible, He thinks it hishly unlikely that the
Provisionsal mrm involved as their etriking power has
bty now been 50 seriously reduced, He doubts too whether
the Dublin Provisionsls are responsidle. If there is

an IBA involvement it is probadbly confimed to some

splinter group with Derry connection®.

|

Finally, the Secretary of State expressed his warm epprecistion
on our cooperation on the Sorder and perticulerly of our
help in comnection with the Pettigo incident of a few

‘ml’o
Yours sincerely

GOMAL O SULLIY AN

Ambegsador

H J HeCann Esq,
decretary
Department of Foreign Affsirs
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