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| IT 1S HOWEVER IMPORTANT TO SEE Ti
PERSPECTIVE OF THE GEMERAL S1TUATI '

1 SERIOUS ACTS OF V1OLENCE CONTINUE NOR ARE THOSE COHF LE

| TO ANY ONE GROUP OF TERRGRISTS OR CRIMINALS.  OUR PRI

| TASK THEREFORE MUST BE TO ERADICATE  VIOLENCE FRQOM THI

| COMMUNITY  ARD ‘OF GOURSE. THE REASONS Th Fhi

| ERADICATION (OF VIOLENCE IS A HAJCR TASK PO JEGURITY
FOR PGLICE AND ARMY. THEIR ACHIEVEMENT 1 THE PEYSUILT
OF TE RRORISTS | AND CRIMINALS AND I1f THE BETECTION OF
CRIME ARE VERY IMPRESSIVE BUT NG ONE SH = L
ANY DELUSTONS, STILL MORE HAS TO BE DONE. 1 THI
QUR SECURITY FORCES DESERVE ALL THE SUPPGRT THAT CAN
GIVEN TO THEM, CERTAINLY THEIR BEARING AND MORALE |8
BEYOND PRAISE.  BUT JUST AS IT IS TRUE THAT POLITICAL
ACTIONS CANNOT CURE VIOLENCE SO IT IS EQUALLY CERTAIH THAT
WE OWE 1T TO OUR SECURITY FGRCES TC PROVIDE THE BES
FOUNDATIONS FOR THEIR ”cqr THAT  WAS THE PURPOSE  OF THE
CONSTITUTION ACT PASSED WITH THE OVERWHELMING SUPPORT Of

~.TH1S HOUSE AND WHICH PRCJI?FS THE ﬁ“?I CF WHAT | HAVE
TO SAY THIS AFTERNCON,

NO¥ THAT THE FIRST STAGE OF THE cousULTaTlons LEADING TO THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF DEVOLVED GOVERNMENT IN NORTHERN |RELAND HAVE
BEEN BROUGHT TO A CONCLUSION, |7 €5 RIGHT THAT | SHOULD :
REPORT TO THE HOUSE THE NATURE OF THE AGREEMEMENTS WHICH
HAVESO FAR BEEN REACHED. THE HCUSE SHOULD BE THE FIRST

TO KNOW THE FULL NATURE OF THESE AGRFCMENTS AND | AM GRATEFUL
TO. THE NORTHERN IRELAND PARTIES CONCERNED FOR REFRAINING

FROM COMMENT UNTIL | HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY THIS AFTERNCON
.- 70 DISCLOSE THE DETAILS OF THOSE AC?::“-NTS. OVER
"THE LAST SEVEN WEEKS, | HAVE HAD K§ A SERIES OF
INTENSIVE DISCUSSIONS IN NORTHERN |Dr AND WITH THE
ALLIANCE PARTY, . THE SDLP AND THE ULSTER UNIONIST PARTY

9¢ THE NCRTHERN IRELAND LABCUR PARTY WHILE SUPPORTING

THIS PRINCIPLE ¥ OF THE CONSTITUTION ACT, AGREED THAT

| SHCULD CONFINME MY SUB STAUTIVE DISCUSSICN TC THE B 3 .
PARTIES. ALL THE CTHER PARTIES IN THE NORTHERN' IRELAND :
'ASSEMBLY HAD PREVIOUS MADE 1T KNOWN TO MY RHE. THE - R
PRIME MINISTER AND TO ME IN DISCUSSIONS THAT THEY WERE

NOT PREPARED TO PARTICIPATE 1N EN EXEC .!\ e :
THREE PARTIES WITH WHCI | WAVE 3EEN 11 D1SCUSSICH WERE,
HOWEVER, PREPARED TO OPERATE THE. NORTHERH IRELAND
CONSTITUTION ACT AND HAD INDICATED THEIR WILLINGNESS TO
SEARCH FOR A BASIS ON MHICH AN EXECUTIVE MIGHT BE
FORMED WITHIN THE P?ovl,:cw OF THAT ACT. | AM
GRATEFUL FOP THE FOREBEARANCE OF THE r:LEE IN ACCEPTING  THAT
IT WAS™ ESSENTIAL THAT THESE TALKS SHOULD BE CONDUCTEL
ON THE BASIS OF CONFIDENTIALITY AND | SHOULD ALSC LIKE
TO PAY TRIJJTE 10 THE SPIRIT IN WHICH THE PARTY LEADERS
AND THE DELEGATIONS HELD TC THEER INITIAL AGREEMENT THAT
CONFIDENTIALITY SHOULD BE MAINTAINED, IT 1S NCW MY DUTY
TO P{@F THE HQUSE AN ACur"T OF THE TALKS AlD OF THELR

CU ICL. IC»‘.

R Iy Ty
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.- D = I 1 | | THE FIRST
| 1 L 1 \ | 1 T I' [ [ HI 1 ' .

THE € FTUT L ACT AN ‘ ES CONCERNED AGREED
FROM THE QUTSET THAT THE TALKS SHOULD BE ON THIS BASIS .
THIS REQUIRES ME IN DUE C*;-'""" SE TO BRING BEFQR !“ CARE LANIENT
THE DRAFT OF AN ORDER IN CIL DE "-.’-"'i-‘»'i!’;i'.-‘. POVERS TO THE
EXECUTIVE AND ASSEMALY. Tfl }.'-=._' S0, WO REQUIRE! E".JJTS MUST
BE FULFILLED ELRST, T1i:' NOF ‘WI ERN | :"-.ELA".?D ASSEMBLY MUST
HAVE MADE SAT)SFACTORY ‘PROVISION BY 1T1S SthPI'G
(_"___ o IN AUCORDANCE W(ITH SECTION 25 OF THE ACT WHICH
t;, s IOWN CERTA] ESSENT 1/ .WC“—CEIEUD\E.

T =1 DCT CTATHITOD ~ e oo g T R ol atd Cn . "
fﬁfHﬁL|g;‘ STATUTORY REQUIREMENT HAS BEEN MET I THAT TH: _STANDING
vhideo U THE NORTRERN |RELAND ASSEM 1_( HAVENQY BEEN E’ SGE 3k
é‘.ir'-{ i[luﬂ.l}, ATTOFTED THAT THEY coupopm WITH THE "L\J,Uir’f AENTS UF

2 1 (A) OF THE CONSTITUTION ACI. SOME OF THE STANDING
OxIFQC WERE THE SUBJECT OF DEBATE AND DISAGREEMENT, BUT | AM ONLY
REQUIRED IN CONSIDERING THE STANDING CRDERS TO SATISFY MYSELF
THAT THEY CONTAIN THE PROVISIO NS SPECIFIED IN THE ACP.

SECOND, THERE IS A REQUIREMENT *°’THAT A NORTHERN IRELAND EXECUTIVE
CAN BE FORMED WHICH, HAVING REGARD TO THE SUPPCRT IT COMMANDS IN
THE ASSEMELY AND TO THE ELECTORATE ON WHICH THAT SUPPORT |S BASED,
S LIKELY TO BE WIDELY ACCEPTED THRCUGHOUT THE COMMUNITY'’,
CLE&RLY THERE MUST BE A LARGE MEASURE OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN
THE PARTIES ON MAJOR POLICY ISSUES, THOSE PARTIES HAVING MADE
KNOWN THEIR POSITION, MUST DECLARE THEIR WILLINGHESS TO WORK
TOGETHER AND TO BRING ABOUT THE PRACTICAL ARRANGEMENTS NECESSARY
FOQ THAT PURPOSE. AN AIM OF MY TALKS WAS, THEREFORE, TO USE MY
EST ENDEAVOURS TO BRING ABOUT THE “AXIHU“ POSSIBLE MEASURE OF
AC?FLPFNT uETJEEN THE PARTIES,
THIRD —AND MOST IMPORTANT -H M G. HAVE TO KEEP IN MIND THEIR
CONTINUING nFSPOMSlBILlTY TO THIS HOUSE,IF THE DEVOLUTION CORDER
IS TO BE MADE, FOR THOSE MATTERS IN NORTHERN IRELAND WHICH
CONTINUE, FOR THE TIME BEING AT LEAST TO BE RESERVED TO WESTMINSTER.

ONE OF OUR PURPOSES IN DIVIDING RESPOHSiBILITY FOR GOVERNMENT AND
ADMINISTRATION AN NORTHERN IRELAND BETWEEN THE ASSEMBLY AND
EXECUTIME ON THE OND HAND, AND PARLIAMENT HERE AND HER MAJESTY’S
GOVERNMENT ON THE OTHER, WAS TO REDUCE AS FAR AS POSSIBLE THE
NUMBER OF CONTENTICUS ISSUES WHICH MIGHT MAKE IT DIFFICULT FOR THE
PARTIES IN NORTHERN IRELAND TC REACH AGREEMENT. | AM GLAD TO

SAY THAT WE HAVE MADE A GOOD START IN ACHIEVING THIS OBJECT.

ALL THREE PARTIES HAVF REACHED AGREEMENT ON A STATEMENT OF AIMS

- AlD POLICIES IN THE SCCIAL AND ECONCMIC SPHERE. THIS ACHIEVEMENT

SHOULD NOT BE UNDERRATED BECAUSE THERE ARE BI1G DIFFERENCES COF
APPROACH AND °HILC°”rPY ON SCME OF THESE MATTERS 3ETWESH THE
PARTIES IN NORTHERN |RELAND JUST AS THERE ARE BETWEEN THE
PARTIES IN THIS HOUSE, 3UT AS | SAY, THESE DIFFERENCES HAVE
SEEN RESCLVED 3Y GOCD SENSE, A SPIRIT OF COMPROMISE AND A
WILLINGNESS TO PUT THE WELFARE AND PROSPERITY OF ALL THE PEOPLE
OF NORTHERN |RELAND IN THE FOREFRONT. HER MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT
HAVE TAKEN NOTE OF THESE ECONCMIC AND SOCTAL AIMS AND, WHILE OUR
0S OIT MUST BE REGERVED AS 10 THE FINANCIAL CR OTHER S”UPQ_I
TILL 3E PREEREDTO GIVE TOU ANY PARTICULAR ELEM CF _THE
T IS THE FIRT INTENT ION OF w's 10 AFFORD s|3 |”|raNT
ORIAENN TRELAND TN I1S ECONOMIC AND SCCIAL
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UNDERSTOOD ,‘,,, ONG T:'F
TO FCRM AN EXECUTIV
UNDER ‘\| ¢ f‘w 2| ON

TET
WILL LEAD TO T
\I'E A :
TO THAT EXEGUTIVE AND 10

“EJ’LU'I- : E T
‘ “THE COMPOS I TION AND NATURE OF ST
(‘

EYECLTIV” HAS NOW BEEN AGREED, | MINDED THE HOU
OF THE NATURE OF THE SUPPORT WHICH TH ACT MA E“Y*
SECTION OF HE ACT LI_LS THE ?:fru SIBILITY FOR THE \R -
ulﬁlﬂ_Lﬁ_aELQldT PERSONS TO HOLD CFFICE UNDER TP” REW STRUCTURE.
UNDER_SECTION 8 OF THE CONSTTTUTTON ACI THE SEC uPY 0F STATE

IS RESTRICTED TU TWELVE _SUCH APPOIRTHENTS, NOT ALL OF WHICH HAVE
TO BE WITHIN THE EXECUTIVE, WHEN WL CAME TO THE DISCUSSTUNS,

WE FOUND THIS PARTICULAR PROVISION SCMEWHAT RESTRICTIVE.  THERE
IS NO INTENTION ON MY PART OR ON THE PART OF THE PARTIES
CONCERNED TO INCREASE THE S1ZE CF THE EXECUTIVE. ON THE CONTRARY,
#I LS THAT THE EXECUTIVE SHOULD RF CONFINED BOTH NOW AND FOR

WE _FUTURE TO ELEVEN PERSCNS., BOTH IF “THIS IS SO, THERE

NEEDS TO BE SOME FLEXIBILITY IN MAKING ADDITIONAL APPOINTMENTS
OUTSIDE THE EXECUTIVE AND THE AGREEMENT WHICH HAS BEEN REACHED
WILL = IF THIS HOUSE AGREES SINCE FURTHER LEGISLATION WILL

BE REQUIRED - INVOLVE AN EXECUTIVE CF ELEVEN AND AN ADMINISTRATION -
.QE_ﬁLEIELN THE EXECUTTVE WILL COMPRISE SIX MEMBER CF THE

ULSTER UNIONIST PARTY, FOUR OF THE SDLP AND ONE OF THE
ALLIANCE PARTY. MR BRIAN FAULKNER IS THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE
DESIGNATE AND MR FITT WILL BE THE DEPUTY CHIEF EXECUTIVE
OFFICER DESIGNATE. MR OLIVER NAPIER WILL BE THE LEGAL
MEMBER AND IN CHARGE OF THE OFFICE OF LAW REFORM.  MAY |
CONGRATULATE THEM ON THESE APPOINTMENTS.

RXR X ATt
- THE FURTHER ALLOCATION IS AS FOLLOWS:

HEAD D/F U
HEAD OF D/C SDLP
HEAD OF D/H
AND S S SDLP
HEAD OF D/H
L G AND
PLANNING S
HEAD OF D/E u ,
HEAD OF D/A U : (
U .'M
U
U

I"U}

DLP

HEAD OF ED
DEPARTMENT OF
INF SER

CHIEFE WHIP
CFFICE OF
MANPOWER SER
QFEF LGE: OF
coMM REL. SDLP
OFFICE OF

THE EX PLANNING

-

ND CG=CRD SDLP
THE LEADERS OF THE LES WILL NOM) THC It
CPOSE WILL BE APPOINTED TC T
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‘ i
NEXT I|C(fL TO THE COUNCIL OF | RELA ‘; . I% THE
WHITE PAPER WHICH THE GOVERNMENT PUSLISHED IN MARCH

THIS YEAR, WE SAID THAT THE UNITED KINGDOM FAVOURED AND
WAS PREPARED TC FACILITATE THE FORMATICN OF SUCH A
BODY, YE ALSO POINTED OUT THAT, .IF A COUNCIL OF
IRELAND WAS TO BE MORE THAN A MERE STATUTORY CONCEPT AND
BECOME A USEFUL WORKING MECHANISM IN WORTH/SOUGH - <

_RELATIONS, |T MUST OPERATE WITH THE CONSENT OF BOTH
MAJORITY ~AND MINORITY OPINION IN NORTHERN IRELAND WHO
HAVE A RIGHT TO PRIOR CONSULTATION AND-INVOLVEMENT IN

L}

THE PROCESS OF DETERMINING ITS FORM, FUNCTIONS AND
PROCEDURE, ~ BECAUSE AGREEMENT IN MORTHERN IRELAND
ITSELF IS A NECESS&RY PRECONDITION TO A SUCCESSFUL -
COUNCIL OF IRELAND, HMG HAS UP TO NOW REFRAINED FROM

EXPRESSING A VIEW ON THE FORM A COUNCIL MIGHT TAKE,

X BUT IN THE LIGHT OF DISCUSSION WHICH | HAVE HAD,

IT SEEMS TO ME NOW TO BE HELPFUL TO SAY T// YHAT
PROPOSITIONS ABCUT A COUNCIL CF IRELAND WE WOULD BE PREPARED
TO AGREE AWZ TO AND SUPPORT IN DISCUSSICNS WITH THE

GOVERNMENT OF THE PEPUBLIC WHICH MUST SHORTLY BE
UNDERTAKEN,

IT HAS BECOME CLFAP IN MY TALKS THAT THERE IS A GENERAL

WISH THAT AND SHOULD RE COMEINED IO
FP_F_?ESENTATWES OF FHE . D__SQUTH OF |RFLAND - '
THAT IS THAT THERE SHOULD BE NO REPRFSENTATIVES OF
THE UK CO”“RJMERT ON THE COUNCIL., THIESSES ACCERTABLE | &

TO HMG AS REGARDS DEVOLVED SUBJECTS, ALTH“ G RRANGE=-
MENTS WILL BE NECESSARY TQ SAFFGUARD' HMGY LHTERESTS IN THE
AQEAS OF FINANCE AND OTHER ¥ RESERVED SUBJE’T

AS TC STRUCTURE, HMG THINKS THAT THE COUNCIL SHCULD

CONSIST HOT ohLY QF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE COVERNMENT OF
THE _REPUBLIC AND OF THE DORIECDI TRECAT tXLCUTrl_ - THAT
IS, AT GOVERNMENTAL LEVEL - BUT ALS c SEPARATE
AF‘JL.JGPY AND "P"QIHT\T“;;: LEVEL ac RFPR_ 1'{'@ VES _ EROM
THE PARTIES FROM THE DAIL (DOYLE)  AND THE NORTHFEN .

IBELAND ASSEMBLY, WE ALSO THTNK THAT TH JUNCIL SHOULD
HAVE ITS OWN SECRETARIAT. L E_COUNCIL SHOULL

IN CRDER THAT DECISIONS OF THE COUNCIL SHOULD CARRY THE
RREATEST B ¥ o ol ol B Tt -—n ~n..l.,r AL _AhE
-Jf::r\]‘.:‘:‘i. fl>?,,,al3'._5 DEGREE OF SUPPORT AMONG THE POEPLE OF
THE NORTH AND THE SOUTHO WE THINK THAT LTS DECISIONS AT
IINANMTMITY
WY AN T YrEs

© National Archives, Ireland



*  TSCH/3: Central registry records Department of the Taoiseach

| ADDITION TO THOSE FUNCTIONS OPERATING IN THE

UF SUSJECTS WHICH WILL BE DEVOLVED TO AN EXECUTIVE, VE

THINK THAT THE COUNCLI SHOULD RE ABIF TO PLAY.A USEFUL ROL
IN RELATION TO CERTAIN SUBJECTS RESERVED FOR THE TIME

BETNG TO THE UK GOYERNWMENT. | F THIS WERE 10 HAPPEN,

i wOULD, OF CTUURSE, ~WEED TO BE REPRESENTED ON THE

COUNCIL,) AT LEAST WHEN THESE SUBJECTS WERE UND
DISCUSSIiON, WHAT OUR ROLE SHOULD BE AND. HOW UK

INTERESTS SHOULD BE REPRESENTED IS A MATTER WHICH NEEDS

TO BE AGREED, BUT THERE IS C SCOPE HERE WHICH CAN BRING

GREAT ~ADVANTAGE’ TO BOTH NCRTH AND SOUTH, PARTICULARLY

IN THE VITAL AREA OF SECURITY, THERE HAS BEEN INTRO-

DUCED 1N THE TALKS THE IMAGINATIVE AND IMPORTANT

QOUCEPT | OF A COMMON LAW ENFORCEMENT AREA, AND WE THINK THAT

THERE SHOULD BE DISCUSSIONS ON TRIS AND ON THE QUESTION CF
XTRAD] TTONPROCESSES — AND WHAT ROLE THE CCUNCIL MIGHT PLAY
IN THE LAW AND ORDER FTELD, — TT WOULD BE A CLEAR ADVANTAGE

TO ACC STDES TF ADVANCES CAN BE MADE IN THE LAY AND ORDER
FIELD WHICH WILL BRING TO BEAR ALL THE RESOURCES OF

THE NORTH AND THE SOUTH TC DEAL WITH THE PROZLEM OF TERRORISM
- AND |F IMAGINATIVE ARRANGEMENTS CAN BE MADE BOTH OF A
JUDICIAL AND ORGANISATIGNAL KIND.

NOW | MUST TURN TO WHAT 1S BEING CALLED A TRIPARTITE
"CONFERENCE. IF WE ARE TO MAKE THE ADVANEES ON A
4 COUNCIL OF IRELAND TO WHICH | HAVE REFERRED, IT IS
| FSSENTIAL THAT THERE SHOULD NOW BE URGENT DISCUSSIONS
PBETWEEN REPRESENTATIVES OF THE GOVERNMENT OF IRELAND
AND THOSE PERSONS WHO WILL BE MEMBERS OF THE NORTHERN
IRELAND EXECUTIVE., THIS CONFERENCE WILL BE HELD AS
SOCN AS POSSIBLE, AND WIL, | HOPE, REACH A CLEAR.
UNDERSTANDING, | ALSO iNTEND TO INVE // INVITE
THE LEASERS OF THOSE PARTIES IN THE NORTHERRZHERN |RELAND ASSEMBLY H
MORTHERN |RELAND ASSEMBLY WHO HAVE INDICATED THAT THEY ARE NOT
PREPARED TO PARTICIPATE IN AN EXECUTIVE TO DISCUSS THEIR VIEWS
ON A COUNCIL OF IRELAND WITH ME SO THESE WILL BE KNOWN AT THE
TIME OF A CONFERENCE, IT WILL BF NECESSARY THEREAFTER TO

\ H V |
REPUBLIC AND THE WORTHERN |RELAND EXECUTIVE, WHICH WILL HAVE
BEEN APPOINTED BY THEN. 2,

MY TALKS WITH THE PARTIES ALSO COVERED OTHER HATTERS WHICH ARE
OF INTEREST TO THE PEOPLE OF NORTHERN |RELAND, :

AS FAR AS POLICING IS CONCERNED, HMG HAS MADE CLEAR THAT THE
RUC WILL CONTINUE TO PROVIDE THE POLICE SERVICE FOR NORTHERN
IRELAND, THE GOVERNMENT HAS ALSO STATED THAT ITS AIM IS

TO ACHIEVE THE ENDING OF POLITICALLY MOTIVATED VIOLENCE FROM
WHATEVEE SOURCE, TO ENSURE THAT THEREIS EFFECTIVE PCLICING
FHREX THROUGHOUT NORTHERN IRELAND SO THAT THE ARMY CAN BE
PROGRESSIVELY WITHDRAWN FROM ITS PRESENT ROLE, AND TO BRING
ABOUT A SITUATICN IN YHICH PUBLIC SUPPORT FOR THE POLICE AND
IDENTIFICATION WITH IT ARE ESSENTIAL PARTS OF EFFECTIVE
POLICING, NO SINGLE SET OF PRCPCSALS 1S LIKELY TC ACHI

EVE
THESE AIMS OVERNIGHT — TIME WILL BE NECESSARY. THE FULL
CCOPERATION OF THE . GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC 1S ESSENTIAL

|
IN THIS TASK.
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9 ;
ANOI HER OF THE TATT {AS 10N, | IHE O H |
YEAR, PARLI AMENT PASS l | | REL ) (El ENCY PROVI \
ACT WHICH, AS THE HOU LL R, WAS BASED ON THE RECO!
TICNS OF THE COMMITTEE ER L JIPLOCK ARD ALSO HAD AS |
PROFESSOR SIR RUPERT CRC EORGE %OQODCOCK AND SIR KENNET
YOUNCGER, THESE PROVISIC ARE SUBJECT TO ANNUAL REVIEW, LT LS
UNDER THE PROVYISIONS CF THAT ACT THAT PEOPLE ARE DETAINED IN
NORTHERN IRELAND BY INDEPENDENT COMMISSIONERS. | HAVE DURI N
THE TALKS REAFFIRMED H M G 'S FIRM VIEW THAT THEY WILL BRING
DETENTION FOR ALL -SECTIEGNS OF THE COMMUNITY TO A N END AS SOf AS
THE-SECURITY SITUATICN PERMIT S AND AS PART OF THEIR WISH  TO 3RING
ABOUT A LASTING PEACE,  THE VERY REAL POLITICAL PROGRESS MADE
IN RECENT WEEKS, AND THE DESIRE OF THE OVERWHLEMING MAJORITY OF
PECPLE IN NORTHERN IRELAND FOR PEACE, BRING HOPE'THAT THE MEN

N LR
v OF VIOLENCE WILL BE INCREASINGLY ISOLATED AND REJECTED AND THE
SECURITY SITUATION FURTHER IMPROVED. THE EMERGENCY PROVISIONS
ACT VESTS IN THE SECRTARY OF STATE EXECUTIVE POWER TO RELEASE
DETAINEES, AHD IT IS MY YISH TO SEE PROGRESS NOT OMLY IN A
SECURITY SITUATION BUT ALSO IN PARALLEL YITH IT A PRGGRESSIVE
REDUCTION IN THE NUMBER OF PERSONS DETAINED.  AS AN EARNEST OF THIS,
| HOPE TO BE ABLE TO BRING INTO USE MY STATUTORY POWERS OF SELECTIVE
RELEASE, |F THE SECURITY SITUATION PERMITS, | INTEND TO DO SO IN
TIME FOR A NUMBER OF DETAINEES TO BE RELEASED BEFORECHRISTMAS,
THOSE "RELEASED MAY BE REQUIRED TO GIVE A SUITABLE UNDERTAKING
ABOUT THEIR FUTURE CCONDUCT. BUT | MUST EMPHASISE THAT
EXECUTIVE DECISIONS ON RELEASES MUST DEPEND ON THE SECURITY
SITUATION. CONTINUED PROGRESS WILL THEREFCRE OBVIOUSLY DEPEND
ON FURTHER IMPROVEMENTS IN THE SECURITY SITUATION GENERALLY. IN THE
MEANTIME, THE PROCEDURES FOR REVIEY PROVIDED BY THE MNORTHERN [|RELAND
(EMERGENCY PROVISIONS) ACT 1973 HAVE ALREADY LED TO SOME RELEASES,
. THESE REVJIEWS WILL CONTINUE. | SHOULD ALSO STRESS THAT EVERY-

*  THING POSSIBLE IS BEING DONE TO BRING PERSCNS SUSPECTED OF
TERRORIST OFFENCES BEFORE THE COURTS RATHER THAN TO° DETAIN THEM
UNDER THE EMERGENCY PROVISIONS ACT. | HAVE ALSO UNDERTAKEN TO
CONSIDER COMPASSIONATE CASES ON A WIDER BASIS THAN HITHERTO, AND OTHE
PREPARATORY MEASURES ARE IN HAND INCLUDING THE RECRUITMENT OF
MCRE S%QL%H woag&§ﬁ TO HELP WITHSTHE ADMINISTATION OF ALL THESE
ARRANGEMENTS™ AN E INTRODUCTIONCF VARIQUS TRAINING SCHEMES.

1 s

— s
——— e

LEWOULD LIKE TO THANK THE HON MEMBER FOR LEEDS SOQUTH AND THE HON
- MEMBER FOR 'SALFORD EAST FOR THE UNDERSTANDING, HELP ANDPROPERLY
CONSTRUCTIVE CRITICISM WHICH THEY HAVE GIVEN TG ME. BUT LET US
ﬁEL BEFQUITE CLEAR THIS 1S NOT A TIME FOR SELF~CONGRATULATION,

vt HAVE SET OUT UPON A VERY DIFFICULT OPERATION, THERE ARE THOSE
IN THIS HOUSE AND OUTSIDE WHO ARE CONVINCED THAT WE SHALL FAIL

AND INDEED ARE DETERMINED THAT WE SHOULD DO SO, THEY ARE CLEARLY
ENTITLED TO PURSUE THEIR AIMS BY CONSTITUTIONAL MEANS BUT DO NOT
LET THEM BLUR THE LINE BETWEEN THAT AND FORCE,

WE HAVE MADE A START, | BELIEVE A GOOD START, APPLAUD THE
i;éTESﬁANSHtP CF_THOSE WHO, DESPITE THEIR DIFFER%NCES OF THELPAST
Cb“ﬂh*“ TURNING TO WORK TOGETHER FOR THE FUTURE GOCD OF THEIR :
OFnTﬂngy. THEREARE MANY PECPLE IN NORTHERN IRLAND N THE REST

= UNITED KINGDOM AND INDEED THROUGHOUT THE HGRLD’UAU WELL
WI1SH THEM EVERY SUCCESS.

END OF STATEMENTTT
BT
Vee/11/713 X
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