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The Taol sef.~.ch~ ·Mr. Liam Cosgrave, T .D" , a nd t he T&nnist e l' 

Mr. Br'endan Gorish, 11 cDo, me t a delega ti.on fr om t he SDLP i n 

Goyer nm ent Build i ngs a t 3 .. 30 p r, mu on 29 August ~ 1973 .. 'rhe SDLP 

r epr esentat i ves were Messrs . Gerry Fitt, J ol'ill Bume and Paddy Devl i n. .. 

Al s o presen t were Mr e H.Je McCann , S~ cret ary , Dep a r tment of Foreign 

Aff a ir'S, Mr . Der mot I\fally $ As si s t a n t Secreta r;y , Depart ment 01-' the 

r:eao iseach a nd MI' 6 Sean Donlon, Counsel101' ~ Depap tm e nt of For t;:Lgn 

Mr~ p -j -t. t . b ef,Et ll 1 ... " !.' e f erri ng to El. l ett e r> whi ch he had re cently .400 -' . v .... ..... ,; 

!~C C f! i'le d. fT'cm t he Taf) i sea ch in y,rhich it h ad bee n s u g geE>ted t hat 

the rel a t ionship b e t ween the SDLP an d th e Government s houl d be 

11 r E'gu l r:; "(' if'l "'. d "j n ~... c_ ... . _ t . w ~ _ .... l;"lOl~ Tnal way"" 

lett er' but f e lt tn.at it was in everyone's i nt epest that th e p a r ty 

ma int. a in cont a c t with all th.ree poli tica l :p a rties in the South. 

:BIOI' tha t r ee son t h e;}· were not anx iou s to formalise the contac t 

wi th the Government, irrespective of which party was in off'i.ce~ 

f£he Tao i sea ch expl a ined t ha t the purpose of his letter was not to 

Buee e s t fo r mAlis i ng contact on a pa rty to p arty basis but rather 

he wanted to achieve a situc:tion wh ere the Government knew exactly 

who spoke for the SDLP. In recent months t wo delegations h et d bee n 

recei yed but only one or two people had been on both delegations 

and it was not ed that yet a differ ently composed dele gation h ad 

been to see Mr Q Wh:i.t elaw in the into erval betwee n t.h e two DubLin 

meeting s. frhe Gover'nment wanted to keep in th e closest possib l e 

touch with the SDl·P l)ui; t h ey f elt t hat th e j?r csent arrangemen tf3 

often pr e s e nted them with an impossible situation~ Mr~ Devli n 

expl a ine d that the party wa s trying to give its newly elect ed 

}?lfblic repres ent a t .ives an o:PPol'tunity to p articipate fully in 

wh a t Vi a s h ap pe ning and h enc e t he v8. 1'i ati ons in the co mp Of3it ion 
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po(d tien". 'rhe Tanaj.ste said that while this was fully under'stood 

as 8J.$0 was "tr.le SDLP's deBire to avol.a formal assocj.ation with any 

one party in the South, it was essentia l for the Government to 

know t hat th ey 0ere receiving properly accr ed ited del ega t ions . 

~t WaE! agreed tha t for the future "on e of th e officers of th e party" 

would telephone Mr . Nally of the Depa rtm ent of the Taoiseach to 

accrcdi. t an;}' vist t ing del ega tion or t o conVe;)T any urgent message., 

Mr~ Fitt th en outlined his party ' s pr-es ent positio119 For two or 

thr ee year s they h ad b een kicked around·1JY everyone, incl.uding the 

Proyos. and the Bri ti sh and because of unc ertatnty about the extent 

of t heir support t hey were in a weak posit:i.on to fi ght bacl: . No\',,~ 

The ir main immediat e aim was to t ake violenc e out of the s ituat ion 

Assembly elect. ions not on the basts of the ]'H Coneti tution Act but 

on the basi s 01' a· sp eci£'ic pr ogY"amllle :i.Ticl udtng I'efoPIii of' the pol1(; Eo ~ 

th e ending of int ernment Dnd the reco gnition of th e :rish dimensi Gn . 

Two months h a d no w elapsed since the elect :i.orJ8 a.nd they 118d 

absolut ely no progress to report to their support era. There had 

not even been the minimal concession of rel:eacing the compound 8 

internees ~ all of whom could be released wi th i mpunity since they 

h a d either never b e en as sociated with the IRA or had now given a 

clear indication that they had severed any links they might have 

had wi th it . ':Phe SDJ~P' s general positi on had been out.lined in 

d etail at one of the previous meetings wj.th the Government. 'l.'hey 

wanted t.o see simultaneous progress in t hree distinct areas, viz. 

th e s e tting up of an effective Council of Ireland, reform of' t.he 

RUC and moves to cnd internment and the setting up of a NI 

Executive. The SDl~P could not walk itsel f into the situation of 
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acc epting p owe r shari ng in an Ex e cutive and then. find that no 

pro gress was f orthco mi n g on e i the r the police or a Council of 

Ire l and~ 'l'hey needed act.ion on all three fronts b efor~ going into 

the Executive " 'In this the Brltish seemed to be t aJdng a different 

line. Mre Heath was sugg esting that t hey should go into th e 

Assembly and .th~.l1 t he other things they wanted c ould be consi d eredo 

In recent discu s s ions with Brit i sh Minist ers and senior civil 

s ervants, it had bee n suggested that the SDLP's po s ition was not 

support ed b y the Gover nrnent h ere and in par ticular at the meet :t ng 

which they h ad h a d with him the :previous cley, . Mr" Heath had saj.d 

in a roundabout way that Hthe Gover'nment in the Re public would like 

to see you go into an Executive!! before any tri parti te talks" 

Mr. Heath h ad also indi c ated that he had discussed the setting up 

of El Cou.ncLL of' I:eel and vvi.th th e 'I'aoi s cach OJ."1d. thaii they wer'e iyi. 

agl·eerrjf~l1.t trl at the (;c;lJ.nc~il. of' Ir c~Lan.d. 3}'1011~Ld be nsubstantial and 

open-encledl! 0 The SDIJP regar ded thj_s as a vEi. luable c c mmt t.ment on 

Mr. Heath's part. 

Mr. Bume confirmed the impression that the Brit ish were trying to 

hi ghlight imCigi nCii'Y dl1':f' el'8Tlces between the positions .held 

respectively by the SDLP and the Dub11n Government and as an 

instance of' this he described an incident during a meeting which 

an SDLP delegation h ad wi th l?rank Cooper, Permanent Secretary at 

the Northern Ireland Office on 23 August. Polloy/ing a lengthy 

discussion on the need for RUC reform, Coop er had said "But does 

Dubl in suppo rt your VieYl? We couldn't afford to ignore Dublin, 

but our information is that they are still thinking things ovel~tI. 

Mr. Heath had also "strongly implied" during yes t erday' s meet j.ng 

that the vie w of the Dublin Government 'was that there could be no 

move on police and ci vi l service r eform before a NI Executive was 

formed. Mr. Hume said that if they went into the Ex e cutive and 
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then had to l eave it as prot e st against any l a c k of a c t ion on t .he 

th1"~e issu es t hat co n c er n e d th em, t hey would b e a cc u:::Je d of being 

II wrecke:ps ll ., I f t he y went in b efor e ac t. ion on t h e s e i ssu e s, people 

wou l d s ay '''1'11e;,/ are in it for t h e money"o Mr . Devlin sai d tha t 

t h e ob j e ct of Mr. Heath ' s visi t was n ot to att end a memorial service 

b ut t o lectur'e Nor t h ern Ir e l and poli t ic1ans on what they should d Oe 

Vv'hi t el aw h ad conv i nc ed He a t h that th e SDLP were n ow in h i.s pocket 

and c ould b e d e liver ed at the a ppropl'"liat e tj_me o But t h e SDLP h ad 

avai l ed of' t h e v i s i t t o make t he J 1' p os it i on on a l l i ssu e s "brutally 

c l ear" and Mr. Heath coul d not n ow be in any doub t a s to wh e r e they 

s t ood. 'rhey had a l so i mpressed on h im t·he n ee d to r educe h a r assment 

of' minor ity a reas and t o t ackl e -ohe a ssass ina tion pr oblem in 

pa r ti c ula-r and Protest a n t v i ol en c e in gen er aJ. in a mor e effect i v e 

way th e n was a t pr esent b e ing done~ Mro Fi t t r e it er a t ed t hes e points 

8.J.'ld s a i.d that not only h a d n o c oncessi ons l)eaD. i'o:e t hc omlng sine 8 

th e elec. tions 1)ut t her e h a d been a draInat i c i nc rea. se j_Il h .8. I' HSsm,::;nt 

of mi nor:L ty ar e a s . After t he Heath/SD1P meet ing y e s t erc18Y, W1-d te18 'v7 

h a d pr i vatel y thaDJwd Hu me and hims elf fo r the stron g vi ews which 

t hey hEld co nveyed to Heath on Ar my h arass ment and had 1mplie d t h a t 

tIll'S w u ld n- ''' I n h "m J"n +n- '" l' t '-' ('U'h 1 c:oc- 'h ..,., ",~,; },"" v 'in rt "d+l-' t he A.l.--'·n-1-v" o ..... .I:" 4 .L .. . ~ v <:. _ v ~ .... ~ u ~~\;; . I d ~, /.<"'. _ _ _ b .. ~ V _ L .t1 ~ • 

I n r eply to a qu 8t i n f '-'OljJ tho T~n a·_ i a + c· ~,... . . .e. _,) ._ . . ' u .. v ___ _ • ~'-.v , ~ 1.._ 0 

t here ha d not b een 1 00 r e l ease s of short t erm p r i s oner s e arli e r 

thi s month . The whole ex erci s e ha d b een El. c ov er unde r wh ich to 

release Farrell and Canava n a nd h e doubt ed if mor e th8.n a "handflJ l lf 

of prisoner s h a d b enefitt ed. 

All th e memb e r's of th e d elega tion po i n t. e d out t h a t in th e situa t ion 

as ou tline d above, it was vi tal that the SDLP an d the GoveI'nm ent 

should k eep in clo s e cont a ct to en s ur e tha t t h e r e would b e 

"nothing exploitable b e t ween u s ". Th e party hop e d to h av e d e t a i led 

do cuments s hortly on b o th t h e re f orm of t he pol ice a nd th e Counci l 

of I re l and an d th ey would v ery much like t o " cl e ar the l ine s wi th 

I 
i 

! 
l , 
~ 
~ 

: .. ~ 
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Dublin" b efore final ising these documentso 

'l'he Taoi s e ach told the' delega t,ion that the onl y agreement we had 

arrived at with the Briti.sh in recent months was to postpone a 

hearing of the St rasbourg Case from July to Octob er and that had 

b een done only to f a ci litate politica l developments in Northern 

Ireland, includinB the setting up of the Assembly . For' this, they 

had been a ccused of "be:Lng softlt and. had really got n othhlg in 

return - so far~ No comprehensive suggestions had been made to 

th e Bri ti.sh on the reform of the RUC or ' on the details of a Counc i1 

of I re land and oux' position on the timing of events was that theI'e 

81:1.0\110 be jmmedJ ate a':1d simultaneous progress on pollce and c1 -vil 

been CanVe)l'e d. to the Br1t i s h 8.uthori ti e Bt> \hJ itil :L J1 tl1f: l aBt t erl cls3:Ts ~ 

a note had been sent to London in which a stroDg position had been 

taken not only on the Stras'boul'g Case but also on a Council of 

IJ:·eland.. In fact. the V81'ious points COVel"t:d by the SDLP had. all 

ue8n the subject of recent repr esentations to th e Bri t iGh 8.uthorj. t:le~-:: 

at d :l.ffeJ.'ent lev e18~ In particular, 'th e I'oaction to the case they 

made about :persons tn Cage 8 had been negative. (Mps Fitt said 

tha t thi s was the army f s do ing) 0 The Govel:'nment had given notl1:tng 

away and had made it perfectly clear that it shared fully the SDI-,P! s 

genel'al posi ti on on the n eed. for simultaneous scti on at the three 

"(,ionference tables". 

The delegat:L on indi cated that following yesterday 's meeting wi th 

Mr. Heath, they envisaged that a conference of Northern IrelNld 

political parties to discuss the f'uture of the police would be 

held about the middle of September and their b est gues s in rclatlol': 
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t o a t r'ipartit e co nferenc e was that i t woul d. talc e plac e in mi d-

or lat e-October~ Heath h ad. indi c a ted that h e want ed t h e t r ipartite 

t a lks to take ll l ace 11 as s oon as possib le ; next ',"veek , i f ne c es881";,/1 

thou gh th:i s wa s , of c ourse, conditional on th e f orma tion of t he HI 

Ex ecut 1v e which woul d con s ti tut e the thiI'd pa rty a t t h e confer' enee 

t ab l e . In re ga r d to the timi ng o f the n ext mee t i ng of t he Assern1)ly, 

th e d el egat i on s aid tha t the Standing Order'S ComnJi ttee wa s bogged 

down. An As s embly mee t i ng b efor' e t h e end of Oct ober was unlike l y 

t hough Mr. Hume was slight l y more opt.imi st i c a nd t hought it could 

t alce p l ac e lat e in Septemb er' or early in Octo1) e r . 

Mr . F i tt expressed s a tisfac t ion wi t h t he Governmont's posit ion a s 

outl ine d by t h e rJ'a o1 s e a ch and tt was agr ee d t h a t , ~n vi ew of th e 

t i metR.-bl e el1vi sased ; 8. f UT'th er mee ting should -L ake pl ace in allotlt 

t wo weclts a t wh i c h th e SDLp 1s d e t a i l e d documen t s on the police and 

th e Counci l of I l' e l and woul d be di scuss ed. 1'he rraoisea ch sugg est ed 

that i t woul d b e h el pful to have th e documents in advance b u t 

Mr .. Fi tt ind :L cat ed t hat the y wou ld pre:t"'6r to bI'ing them along a n d 

e l abol'ate on t hem at t he meeting . It was f urt her a gr eed that 

ei ther F i t t , Hume 0 1" Dev l in wQuld t el ephon e Mr . Nal l y of the 

Ta oi seach I s Depar tment to s e t u p t he arraDgemen1~ s fo Y' t he mee t i n g 

and fop any futur e meeting s wh i ch mi ght b e come nec e Sf3 ary. 

In a general di scuss i on of the pr esent si t ua tio::1 in Northern 

Irel a nd, the d el ega tion said th a t Paisl ey migh t not maintain h is 

circus p erformanc e s a t the Ass embly. He W3S b eginning to r eal ise 

that if he did, the Unioni s ts would b e in 2_ minority in th e Assembly: 

and the SDLP and Faulkner wou ld share the c ak e on a 50/50 b asi s and 

l e ave him out in t he cold. Faulkner ' s continued leade r shi p of the 

offic ie.J. Un i onists wa s imI)Ort ant si n c e th at woul d ens ur e t he 
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continued fra gme ntation of Unionism. Bradford wa s unl i kely to 

repla ce F aulknel~ 1)ut even if he did, the positj.on would not; alt. er 

radicall~l <> 1'he on1y pos s ible unifyj.ng forc e on th e hor :i. zon wa s 

Harry West and his ass umpt ion of the leadershlp was unli kely v In the 

fores eeable future, there would therefore be t wo separate Unionist 

f a c t:Lons, one l ed by Faulkner or Bradford and th e other led by 

P a isley. The SDLP' s interest wo uld be best s er ved by maintaining 

F aulkner as leader but ensuring that h e did not become Chief 

EX8cUt ive. The Alli ance Par·ty was moving 1n some way toward s the 

SDLP 's po s ition and re cent t.alks wit.h Cooper and Glass were 

encouraging . 

iThe securit.y situation was impI'oving somewl18.t. and the Pr-OV()~ 

actions was dovlTl fl'o m 1000 in ,.Tl1. l y 1972 to Ll.o in J·u.ly thts yeal""', 

according to Paddy Devlin and the delegation as a whole wa s of 

the v'ievv that though the Provos e had plenty of material in North er·YJ. 

Ireland, the lea ders f. including Twomey , we I'e on th e run in the 

south and any trainir.g that "Was taking place was talcing place in 

the South; m2.inl~f in Go. Donega le .As part of t he:i. r despeY'at E'~ 

effo:r:ts to attI'ac>~ sup:port ~ the Provos. Yie r e novv' using the 

confidential tel ephone to pass on false information which resulted 

in the Briti sh Army searching the house of a mod erate or harasslng 

a previously moderate area in the hope that this would drive 

people to support violence once more. The currerlt bombing 

campaign in Britain was probably the work of a Provo. fringe gr oup 

operating in assoe;iation wi th the An gry Br:lgade and similar groups. 

Ther e was st ill a very obvious di scrimin..a tion in the deployment 

of' securlty forc es in North ern Ireland~ Despi te the increasing 

evidence of Protest a nt extremism, the Ca tholic areas were the only 

ones being hea vi l y leaned on and there appea red to be very I1t tle 
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action to deal with the renewed wave of assassinations,. Mro }.'j.tt 

also elr'ew attention to a recent COU1"t case where a Protestant 

y outh V.f..l. O was Ol!. an a r ms charge had be en very l eniently dealt \v:L th 

following a plc8. o:n his b e half ·by a local UDA officer whose 

chEU.""act er r efeI' i3DC c s had bee n a pparently acc ept ed by the jl..1.d g e .. 
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